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17 June World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought
31July World Ranger Day

16 September International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer

10 September World Cleanup Day

22 September World Rhino Day

1-30 September National Arbor Month
1-31 October National Transport Month
21 November World Fisheries Day
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27 April (Mon)
1May (Fri)

16 June (Tue)

9 August (Sun)
10 August (Mon)

24 September (Thu)
16 December (Wed)
25 December (Fri)
26 December (Sat)

New Year's Day
Human Rights Day
Good Friday

Family Day

Freedom Day
Workers' Day

Youth Day

National Women's Day
Public holiday
(Women's Day observed)
Heritage Day

Day of Reconciliation
Christmas Day

Day of Goodwill
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Hluhluwe-Imfolozi Park

Hluhluwe—Imfolozi Park, formerly Hluhluwe-Umfolozi Game Reserve, is a nature reserve
in central KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa. It consists of 960 km2 (370 sgq mi) of hilly
topography and is the oldest reserve in Africa.[2] Operated by Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife,
the park is the only stafe-run park in KwaZulu-Natal where each of the big five game
animals occur.

Hluhluwe-Imfolozi Park has one of the largest populations of southern white rhinoceros
in the world. However, this population remains severely threatened by poaching.




Dear Valued Stakeholder,

Welcome to this latest edition
of Environment Quarterly! | am
incredibly inspired to share the
remarkable  stories of  progress,
economic empowerment, and
green innovation with you in this
issue.

The most significant milestone for
our deparment right now is the
fabling of our 2026 Budget Vote.
With a robust allocation of R9.127
bilion, we are entering a proactive
and transformative new chapter. As
a department, we fully recognise

Head of Corporate
Communication
Sello Molekwal

Letti Mosemi

Editorial Team

that our mandate extends far
beyond simply acting as a strict
regulatory body. We are completely
committed to utilising our land,
rich forests, and oceans to unlock
genuine economic growth and
create sustainable opportunities for
South Africans facing serious socio-
economic challenges.

A massive priority for this newly
allocated budget is sustainable job
creation. We are dedicating R960
miillion directly toward our Exoanded
Public Works Programme, which is
strategically setto create over 71,000
vital work opportunities and more
than 45,000 full-time equivalent jobs.
This ensures that our people can find
meaningful work that directly sustains
their households while building up
local communities. Furthermore, we
have dedicated R53.5 million to air
quality management. This includes
the countrywide deployment
of over 300 low-cost aqir quality
monitors, enhancing our national
management systems and ensuring
a safer, cleaner environment where
our children can breathe easily.

Our greening initiatives are also
scaling up beautifully. Following the
incredible success of our campaign
last year—where we surpassed our
original greening targets through
widespread public collaboration—
we are setting our sights even higher.
This year, the department is officially
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coordinating the One Billion Trees
campaign. We are mobilising the
nation to plant these ten million trees
by Heritage Day, 24 September
2026. Beyond providing clean
oxygen and mitigating the harsh
redlities of climate change, these
frees represent a living, breathing
part of our shared cultural heritage.

Inside this issue, you will also read
about our renewed transfrontier
partnership with Botswana. Together,
we have signed a historic Joint
Statement 1o protect the iconic
lions and deep red sands of
the Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park,
backed by a generous grant from
the European Union. Additionally,
we highlight an incredible R81.7
million investment at the historic
Cape Agulhas Lighthouse precinct,
which has successfully furned our
continent’s southernmost fip into a
thriving hub for tourism and local
small businesses (SMMEs).

As you look through these pages,
please remember that safeguarding
our wildlife, forests, and natfural
ecosystems is a collective national
commitment. When nature thrives,
our people thrive too.

Stay green and keep reading!

i

Contributors
Merle Van Diemel

Paul Sigutya
Thobile Molobi

For more information visit: www.dffe.gov.za or call 086 111 2468



2026 Budget Vote Highlights

By Thobile Molobi

While our mandate is fo. One of our realities is that Over the mediurm-term
protect the environment we are contending with R12.9 Billion will go
for future generatians, we glimate change in real time directly to goods and
must also use our natural through frequent droughts, services including the
resources to drive fioads and heatwaves, The Expanded Public Works
econemic growth and lanuary floods that affected Programme,
create jobs. We cannot two of our entities, SANB! implementation of the
be seen only as a and the Kruger National Forestry Master Plan,
regulatar while South Park, highlighted the urgent implementation of the
Africans face serious need for better Climate Change Act and
R preparedness. In fact, roflout of the Waste
challenges, We must be SANParks was forced to Management
recognised as a key reprioritise R 51 Million Strategy,
sector in unlocking from their surplus funds that
growth and opportuniity, were earmarked for
in line with our national important digital upgrades,
priorities. This budget of toward immediate
R9,127 billion is tabled infrastructure rehabilitation,
in that spirit.

Modernising Service
Delivery. \We already see
the benefits: of this through

the e-fishing system: and
the National Screening Tool,

and we aim to use these

lessons to'expand similar
digital services across other
areas.




COVER STORY

SA, Botswana Reunite
to Protect Kgalagadi

Above: Deputy Minister Narend Singh and Hon. Wynter Mmolotsi, sign
the Joint Statement on the KPR

wenty-six years ago, South Africa and

Botswana did something amazing. Under the

leadership of South African President Thalbo

Mbeki and Botswana President Festus Mogae,
the two nations opened up their borders to create
Africa’s very first “peace park”—a place where
animals could roam freely between two countries
without human lines stopping them. Now, the two
governments have met again to sign a brand-new
agreement. They are joining hands once more
to protect the beautiful, deep-red sands of the
Kgalagadi.

To see this big moment with our own eyes, the
Environment Quarterly (EQ) team headed straight
to the beautiful MET Garden in Gaborone. The
energy there was wonderful as we stood alongside
environment experts and cross-border teams
from both governments. This prestigious event
brought together global powerhouses, including
the European Union (EU), the International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN), and African Parks,
all standing together to witness the signing of a truly
historic Joint Statement.

The Problem: A Giant Desert with Big Troubles

To understand why this new meeting in Gaborone
was so important, you have to picture how massive
the Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park redlly is. It is huge—
about twice the size of the famous Kruger National

By Erica Mathye
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Above: Deputy Minister Narend Singh and Botswana’s Minister of
Environment and Tourism Wynter Mmolofsi.

Park! It is a beautiful world of bright red sand dunes,
dry riverbeds, and open spaces. It is also the home
of the famous Kalahari lions with their beautiful
black manes.

But the Kgalagadi has some very big, real-life
problems:

* The Land of Great Thirst: This is a very dry desert,
Because of climate change, the weather is
becoming unpredictable. The droughts are
longer, the heat is worse, and water is harder to
find than ever before.

¢ Animals vs. Humans: When water and grass
dry up inside the park, the wild animals get
hungry and thirsty. They break out of the park
and go into nearby villages to look for food.
Lions eat the farmers’ cows and goats, which
ruins the farmers’ livelihoods. In anger, humans
sometimes kill the wild animals to protect their
families.

* Poaching and Crime: Because the park is so
incredibly large, it is very easy for the bad guys
and illegal poachers 1o hide and hunt animals
across the borders.

* Losing a Way of Life: The local tKkhomani San
and Mier communities have lived on this land
for generations. Their unique culture, history,
and ancient tracking skills are fied fo this desert.
If the park dies, their way of life dies too.

About the contributor: Erica Mathye

Ms Erica Mathye is the Deputy Director: Editorial Services in the Chief Directorate: Communications at the Department

of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment. Prior to joining the Department, she worked as a reporter and Chief Copy
Editor for a number of magazines.
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Above: Ms Petra Pereyra from the EU represented  Above: Chief Director Protected Area  Above: Deputy Minister Narend Singh and African Parks

international partnership at the KIP launch.
Nkosi

The Solution: A €2.5 Million Helping Hand

This is where the good news comes in. The European
Union (EV) is stepping up to help with a massive
donation of €2.5 million. The money comes from
an EU programme called NaturAfrica, under its
Global Gateway Flagship inifiative.

This money will be used over the next two and

a half years (30 months) to fix real things on the

ground. The organisations will work directly with the

DFFE and the Bofswana government to:

* Build and fix strong park fences.

* Buy better equipment for game rangers to stop
poachers.

* Creafte a smart tourism plan so the park can
make its own money.

* Set up proper management rules for the wildlife
areas around the park.

Words from Our Leaders

The political weight of this day was felt deeply when
the leaders spoke. South Africa’s Deputy Minister of
Forestry, Fisheries, and the Environment, Narend
Singh, shared how much this partnership means
for the future:

‘Today’s milestone reaffims the enduring
commitment of our two governments to the full
implementation of the Bilateral Agreement signed
by our predecessors in 1999, which established
the Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park as a symbol of
peace, cooperation, and shared stewardship. |
wish to express my sincere appreciation to the
European Union for its generous financial support...
This investment will make a tangible difference on
the ground.”

Botswana’s Minister of Environment and Tourism,
Hon. Wynter Mmolotsi, agreed and pointed out
that this project perfectly fits infto Botswana's big
national plans, like the Economic Transformation
Plan. He explained that this funding is the perfect

Systems Management Mr Sydney CEO Mr Peter Fearnhead.

way to test out their new laws on community
govermnance, seeing exactly how local structures
work “in the face of projects and partners.”

Helping People and Helping Nature

The best part about this new project is that it
focuses heavily on the human beings living around
the park. In the past, conservation was just about
protecting animals and locking humans out. This
project changes that completely.

First, fixing and building the new park fences will
create immediate, local jobs. As Deputy Minister
Singh noted, the construction of the fences is
expected to create temporary employment for
local community members, providing much-
needed income support and valuable work
experience to households.

Second, the project will help the local Botswana
communities set up their own small tourism
businesses. When local people start making money
from tourists who come to see the lions and dunes,
they will naturally want to protect the park. It proves
a beautiful point; when nature wins, humans win
foo.

DID YOU

KNOW

Fun Facts About the Kgalagadi

* It's aTrue Giant: The Kgalagadi is absolutely enormous.
At over 3.6 million hectares, you could easily fit two
entire Kruger National Parks inside it!

e What does “Transfrontier” mean? It's a fancy word
for a very simple and beautiful idea. “Trans” means
across, and “frontfier” means border. So, a fransfrontier
park is a park without borders. It means South Africa
and Botswana took down the fences between them
so animals can follow their natural instincts and walk
between countries without needing a passport

www.dffe.gov.za  Environment Quarterly 5



Forests, Drivers of Economic Growth

By : Letti Mosemi

Above: Deputy Minister Swarts emphasised the vital role of forests—not
only as drivers of economic growth, but also as key confributors in
addressing global challenges such as climate change.

eputy Minister for Forestry, Fisheries and

the Environment, Ms Bernice Swarts has

reaffiimed the critical role forests play in

driving economic growth, job creation
and climate resilience, saying they are essential to
both present day economies and future prosperity.
“Forests are indispensable 1o healthy economies
foday and for future generations,” the Deputy
Minister said while addressing stakeholders atf the
International Day of Forests commemoration held
on 24 March 2026, at the Walter Sisulu National
Botanical Garden in Roodepoort.

The Deputy Minister noted that the theme for this
yvear's International Day of Forests: Forests and
economies: reflects the essential link between
environmental  sustainability and economic
development.

*This International Day of Forests showcases the
critical role that trees and forests play in driving
economic prosperity,” Deputy Minister Swarts said.

"These roles go well beyond income and jobs from
forest production and the trade of renewable raw
materials and foods. Forests sustain families and
communities, enhance agricultural productivity,
and safeguard healthy watersheds.”

She added that as countries work fowards
sustainable bio economies, forest products are
increasingly recognised as nature based solutions
that can replace carbon intensive materials while
creating new economic opportunities.

In South Africa, forests play an important role in rural
development, supporting small scale enterprises

o Sl WAL 3 T

Above: Deputy Minister Swarts plants a tree at the Walter Sisulu
Botanical Gardens.

and livelihoods, particularly in communities that
rely directly on natural resources for survival,

The Deputy Minister also used the event 1o
acknowledge the contribution of South Africans
and stakeholders to the success of the One Million
Trees campaign, which surpassed its original target
through widespread collaboration and public
participation.

"Last year, | announced the planting of one million
frees in a single day, and by working together with
stakeholders, we managed to exceed that target,”
she said.

Building on the campaign’s success, Swarts
announced the launch of the Ten Milion Trees
campaign, to be coordinated by the Department
of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment (DFFE)
during 2026. The initiative forms part of South Africa’s
contribution towards the global commitment to
plant one billion trees over the next five years and
is aligned to Sustainable Development Goal 13 on
climate action.

"Following the successful implementation of the
One Milion Trees campaign on 24 September
2025, the DFFE intends to coordinate the planting
of at least ten million trees this year towards the
aftainment of the Billion Trees initiative, working with
other stakeholders,” she said.

In closing, the Deputy Minister emphasised
that tree planting is an investment in long ferm
environmental, social and economic well being.

"When we invest in frees, we are investing in a future
with cleaner air, safer communities, more resilient
agriculture and healthier citizens,” she said.

About the conftributor: Letti Mosemi

Ms Letti Mosemi is an intem in the Chief Directorate, Communications and Advocacy. She holds a Diploma in

Marketing from the Tshwane University of Technology
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Earth Day Plants More
Than Just Tre
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By Paul Sigutya
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Above: Deputy Minister Narend Singh, Dr Keshnie Pillay, Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment officials, school representatives and

partners at the tyre garden established at Avoca Primary School.

eputy Minister of Forestry, Fisheries and

the Environment (DFFE), Mr Narend Singh,

joined learners, educators and partner

organisations at Avoca Primary School in
Durban on 22 April 2026 1o mark Earth Day through
a programme designed to leave a lasting impact
at the school.

Held under the theme: Nurturing Our Earth, Growing
Our Future, the event focused on environmental
awareness, recycling, waste management and
food security. Deputy Minister Singh said the school
had been chosen because it was already turning
awareness into action. ‘It is clear that you are not
just discussing these matters, but you are actioning
them,” he told learners.

The programme brought together several parners,
each contributing practical support to the school.
The Mohanji Foundation, represented by its South
Africa President, Dr Keshnie Pillay, sponsored fruit for
learners, contributed R3 000 towards a JoJo water
storage tank for the school's vegetable garden,
and provided smaller tanks for handwashing before
meals.

The KwaZulu-Natal Department of Agriculture
and Rural Development, led on site by Mr Giresh
Naidoo, set up a demonstration vegetable garden,
supplied seedlings and fertiliser, and installed an
urban planting project using tyres. A fully developed
garden, large enough to supplement the school'’s
Food Nutfrition Scheme, is expected to follow.
Training will also be offered to educators, learmers
and community members.

Deputy Minister Singh said this partnership model
Wwas necessary because government “alone does
not have all the resources and skills” to meet the
country’s needs. The Earth Programme Initiafive
launched at the school is structured around three
focus areas: awareness, recycling and waste
management, and community impact. He
encouraged learners 1o make daily choices about
waste, reuse and caring for their surroundings.

The day’s programme showed that environmental
awareness at the school is already active and
creative. Leamners produced Earth Day artwork,
including posters and a handprint mural with the
message: "l can change the world with my own two
hands.” The programme included a school chorr,
leamer poems, a Grade 7 dance and a Grade 3
speech,

One of the highlights was an eco-friendly fashion
show in which learners used recyclable materials
as clothing, linking creativity with the message that
waste can be reused in practical ways.

Speaking on behalf of the Mohanji Foundation,
Dr Pillay reminded learners of their connection to
nature. “We need to move from being humankind
fo kind humans,” she said.

In closing, Deputy Minister Singh reminded
learmners that caring for the environment is “a daily
endeavour”. What was planted at Avoca Primary
School on 22 April was more than trees—it included
practical support, partnerships, creative leaming,
and a stronger sense of responsibility among
learners.

www.dffe.gov.za  Environment Quarterly 7
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By Tshegofatso Ndhlovu

"The best time to plant a free was 20 years ago; the second-best time is now,” said the
Deputy Minister of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment, Ms Bernice Swarts, during her
keynote address atf the official launch of the Presidential One Billion Trees Programme. The
natfionwide programme seeks to mobilise South Africans from all walks of life, including
government, the private sector, business, interfaith formations, diplomatic corps, fraditional
leaders, NGOs, youth formations and communities, to plant trees as part of efforts 1o

mitigate the effects of climate change.

he programme, which was launched at the

Pretoria National Botanical Gardens on 11

May 2026 under the theme: My Tree, My

Oxygen. Plant Yours Today, is an initiative led
by the Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the
Environment in partnership with various stakeholders.
It forms part of President Cyril Ramaphosa'’s directive
to plant one billion trees across South Africa over
the coming years, bringing together the country in
a collective greening effort.

Addressing dignitaries present at the launch, Deputy
Minister Swarts described the programme as a
crucial response to the growing impacts of climate
change, which contfinue to affect communities
. across the country.

*We are experiencing severe and worrying weather
pattemns, which are having a devastating effect on

8 ' Environment Quarterly: April - May 2026

the lives of our people and the environment, and
as South Africans we should all be concerned. This
is the harsh reality of climate change, and it is a
signal that something needs to be done. | know we
cannot fight nature, but | want to believe that we
can still act differently. It is our shared responsibility
to act, fo adapt, and to do so in a way that leaves
no one behind,” said Deputy Minister Swarts.

The launch of the Presidential One Billion Trees
Programme follows the success of the 2025 One
Million Trees Campaign, which saw more than
1.3 million frees planted across South Africa on
Heritage Day. The programme seeks to build on this
momentum, with an even bigger target of planting
10 million trees on Heritage Day, 24 September
2026, demonstrating the power of collective action
and the willingness of South Africans to participate
in initiatives that seek to improve the environment.



Above: Gauteng MEC for Environment Mr Ewan Botha emphasized
the importance of trees in African culture.

Delivering a message of support, the Gauteng MEC
for Environment, Mr Ewan Botha, said it is important
for people to understand that initiatives such as the
One Billion Trees Programme are about more than
just planting trees.

"The critical thing that we all need to understand
is that we are not planting trees simply for the sake
of planting frees. In South Africa, and in Africa as a
whole, frees are not just there 1o combat climate
change. They are not only there to prevent water
run-off and soil erosion; trees are our heritage. They
have provided medicinal benefits for Africans for
many years, and it is now our responsibility and
purpose to educate the people of South Africa
about the medicinal uses and healing properties of
frees,” said MEC Botha.

The Presidential One Bilion Trees Programme is
expected to become one of South Africa’s largest
environmental mobilisation  campaigns,  with
government hoping it will inspire long-term public
participation in climate action and sustainable
development.

Heritage Day. The programme seeks to build on this
momentum, with an even bigger target of planting
10 million trees on Heritage Day, 24 September
2026, demonstrating the power of collective action
and the willingness of South Africans to participate
in initiatives that seek to improve the environment.

Above: Deputy Minister Swarts said that the planting of tfrees should
be an effort that involves South Africans from all works of life.

School leamers from schools around Pretoria brought in the element of
youth involvement to the programme.

The Presidential

One Billion Trees
Programme is expected

to become one of

south Africa’s largest
environmental mobilisation
campaigns, with government
hoping It will inspire long-
term public participation
iNn climate action and
sustainable development.

About the contributor: Tshegofatso Ndhlovu

Mr Tshegofatso Ndhlovu is a Senior Commmunications Officer in the Communications and Advocacy Chief Directorate.

He holds an Advanced Diploma in Journalism from the Tshwane University of Technology and is an avid sports fan with his
favourites being Tennis and Formula 1.
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Minister calls for shared

ocean responsibility

- - T . i . “

Above: Minister Aucamp joined regional leaders in Luanda to sign the
Strategic Action Programme. The agreement promotes sustainable
ocean use, biodiversity protection and climate resilience. It reaffirms
commitment to safeguarding marine ecosystems and supporting

livelihoods.

he Benguela Current Large Marine Ecosystem

is one of the most productive marine systems

in the world, and our collective role is fo

ensure that its riches benefit our people while
preserving its integrity for future generations,” said
Minister of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment,
Mr Wilie Aucamp, addressing the 7th Ministerial
Conference of the Benguela Current Convention
held on 13 May 2026, in Luanda, Angola.

Speaking on behalf of the South African delegation,
Minister Aucamp called for strengthened regional
cooperation among Angola, Namibia and South
Africa 1o advance sustainable ocean governance
and ensure responsible management of shared
marineresources. The high-level conference brought
together Ministers, senior officials, development
partners and members of the diplomatic corps to
assess progress and guide implementation of the
Convention.

The Benguela Current Convention remains the
first legally binding framework globally based on
the large marine ecosystem approach o ocean
governance. It provides a platform for the three
coastal countries 1o joinfly manage one of the
most productive marine ecosystems, supporting
fisheries, biodiversity and livelihoods across the
region.

Minister Aucamp said the Convention provides an
opportunity for Africa to demonstrate leadership
through coordinated management of ocean
resources while pursuing economic growth and
protecting ecosystems that underpin food security
and socio-economic development, “We reaffim
our commitment to strengthening the Convention
as a mechanism to advance regional policy

10  Environment Quarterly: April - May 2026

By Zibuse Ndlovu

Above: The high-level gathering brought together Ministers, senior
officials, development partners and members of the diplomatic corps
to assess progress and shape the future direction of the Convention.

alignment and improve transboundary resource
management,” he said.

Reflecting on progress since previous engagements,
Minister Aucamp said South Africa looks forward
to updates on implementation of key decisions
taken at earlier Ministerial Conferences. Priorities
include strengthening scientific  cooperation,
securing sustainable financing, building regional
capacity and intensifying efforts to combat
illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing, while
expanding collaboration through joint research
and coordinated ecosystem monitoring.

Minister Aucamp stressed the need for sustainable
financing mechanisms to reduce reliance on
external funding and ensure long-term stability of
the Convention. He also called for strengthened
cooperation in monitoring, control and surveillance
to combat illegal fishing, noting that protecting
fisheries safeguards livelihoods, supports economic
growth and contributes to food security.

The Minister reaffimed the importance of
promoting participation of youth and women in the
blue economy, noting that inclusion strengthens
resilience.

"There is a need to enhance regional oil spill
preparedness and response, particularly given
increasing maritime activities. These priorities are
expected to be further articulated in the Strategic
Action Programme,” he said.

Positioning regional efforts within the global context,
Minister Aucamp noted alignment with international
frameworks such as SDG 14 and the UN Decade of
Ocean Science. “"We are ready to work with Angola
and Namibia to advance the full implementation
of the Convention,” he reaffirmed.



R81.7m Revives Historic Cape
Agulhas Lighthouse

By Tshegofatso Ndhlovu

Above: The cape Agulhas lighthouse has been guiding ships at the

southernmost tip Africa since the 1840's.

NR81.7 millioninvestmentbythe Department
of Tourisn and South African National Parks
(SANParks) has repositioned the historic
ape Agulhas Lighthouse precinct as a
dynamic hub for conservation, tourism and local
economic development, marking a significant
milestone for the iconic landmark first lit in 1849,

Situated at the southernmost tip of the African
continent within the Agulhas National Park, the newly
upgraded precinct forms part of government’s
broader drive to promote heritage preservation
and inclusive conservatfion  while  unlocking
sustainable tourism opportunities and creating jobs
for surrounding communities.

Agulhas National Park is renowned for conserving a
uniquely biodiverse natural environment, alongside
the rich cultural heritage of the Khoi and San
communities dating back to the 1800s. Against this
backdrop, the lighthouse precinct has long been a
drawcard for maritime history enthusiasts and visitors
seeking immersive culfural experiences offered
in nearby towns, complemented by sweeping
coastal views.

The precinct was officially launched on 14 Agril
2026 by the Minister of Forestry, Fisheries and the
Environment, Mr Wilie Aucamp, together with the
Minister of Tourism, Ms Patricia de Lille. The event
was attended by SANParks Chief Executive Officer
Ms Hapiloe Sello, local mayors and councillors,
fraditional leaders and community representatives.
Addressing aftendees, Minister Aucamp described
the project as more than a fourism achievement,
calling it a practical demonstration of how heritage
preservation, enviionmental stewardship and
economic development can be advanced in
tfandem.

“From the side of the Department of Forestry,
Fisheries and the Environment, we regard this

Above: The new upgrades to the lighthouse precinct aim to create an
environment for local SMME's to thrive.

project as strongly aligned with our mandate,” said
Aucamp. “Through SANParks, we are entrusted with
safeguarding our natural and cultural heritage,
while ensuring that conservation delivers social,
environmentaland economic value in aresponsible
and sustainable manner.”

The upgrades are designed 1o support a vibrant
Small, Medium and Micro Enterprise ecosystem
and include a 60-seater restaurant, a fully
equipped inferpretation centre, improved visitor
and bus parking facilities, new access stairways,
a wheelchair ramp to enhance universal access,
upgraded water, sewer and electrical infrastructure,
as well as extensive landscaping and environmental
rehabilitation.

In her keynote address, Tourism Minister Patricia de
Lile underscored the importance of diversifying
South Africa’s tourism offering, noting that while the
country attracts millions of visitors annually, more
must be done fo showcase ifs varied heritage and
experiences.

“In 2025, South Africa welcomed a record 10.5
million international visitors, reflecting  strong
confidence in our tourism product,” said Minister De
Lille. "We are committed to expanding our offerings
beyond fraditional coastal and safari experiences,
and we are ready to welcome more visitors to
experience our rich history and biodiversity.”
Minister Aucamp concluded by emphasising
the importance of coordinated planning across
government, noting that environmental protection
and tourism development should reinforce, rather
than undermine, each other.

*When coordination  between  government

departments is done correctly, tfourism becomes a
tool fo support conservation objectives,” he said.
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Teachers Strengthen Environmental

Learning in Classrooms

Above: Deputy Director-General for Corporate Management Services,

Ms Mmamokgadi Mashala, addresses teachers during the workshop.

eachers from 43 schools in Nelson Mandela

Bay have developed practical plans to

strengthen how climate and environmental

topics are taught in classrooms, following a
tfargeted capacity-building workshop aimed at
improving environmental learning and response in
schools.

The Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the
Environment (DFFE) partnered with the Eastern Cape
Department of Education and the Department of
Economic Development, Environmental Affairs and
Tourism to deliver the programme. The workshop
brought together teachers and subject specialists
fo focus on improving how environmental issues
are taught in the Grades 7 to 11 curriculum.

Over two days, specialists from Nelson Mandela
University, Rhodes University, the South African
National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI), Fundisa for
Change, and the National Disaster Management
Centre worked with teachers on key environmental
fopics, including climate science, air quality,
water resources, land, biodiversity, and waste
management.

The programme was designed to move beyond
awareness and support teachers in franslating
environmental knowledge into practical teaching
approaches. On the third day, teachers presented
action plans outlining how they intend to adjust their
teaching methods and introduce more applied
environmental leaming in their schools.
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By Paul Sigutya

1 J
Above: Mr Richman Mzwakhe Festile, Senior Education Specialist at the
Nelson Mandela Bay District, addressed teachers during the workshop.

Opening the workshop on behalf of the DFFE,
was Deputy Director-General for Corporate
Management Services, Ms Mmamokgadi Mashala
who emphasised the critical role played by the
teachers. “Teachers are not only educators; they
are change agents within their communities.
Through the knowledge and skills shared during
this workshop, teachers will be better equipped to
explain complex environmental issues to learners,
encourage environmentally responsible behaviour,
and promote sustainable practices within schools
and communities,” she said.

Through the plans, teachers demonstrated how
topics such asrecycling, responsible waste disposal,
and environmental responsibility can be integrated
into practical school activities.

The action plans developed during the workshop
will be implemented in classrooms, supporting
improved teaching on climate change, biodiversity,
air quality, water resources, land use, and waste
management.

As schools face increasing environmental
challenges, teachers remain central to preparing
leamners to think critically, act responsibly, and
contribute meaningfully to a cleaner and more
sustainable future.

About the contributor: Paul Sigutya

Paul Sigutya is an Assistant Director of Internal and External Communication in the Directorate Communication Services
CPT in the Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment.
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Partners Strengthen Coastal

Management Capacity

Peter at the National Co-Design ICM Workshop in Cape Town.

he Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the

Environment (DFFE), in partnership with the

World Bank, hosted a National Co-Design

Workshop on Integrated Coastal Management
(ICM) Capacity Building from 24-25 February
2026. The workshop brought together government
officials, tfechnical experts and development
partners 1o address gaps i municipal capacity
and co-develop a practical fraining programme
failored 1o local needs.

The two-day engagement focused on identifying
key implementation challenges, developing a
structured national ICM fraining curriculum and
strengthening partnerships to support effective
coastal governance. Participants examined how
municipalities can befter implement existing
legislation and policies, particularly in the face of
increasing environmental pressures along South
Africa’s coastline.

Advocate Radia Razack, DFFE Chief Director for
Integrated Coastal Management, highlighted a
persistent challenge facing the sector. *“We have
the laws... what we don't have is the capacity to
implement them consistently and at scale,” she
said. She noted that while awareness of legislative
requirements exists, translating this info consistent
action remains uneven.

Over the course of the workshop, participants
engaged in panel discussions, lbreakout sessions
and plenary engagements to map existing skills
gaps, define priority curiculum modules, and
agree on learning objectives and delivery methods.
This collaborative approach ensured that the

Above: (From left to right) Ms Sharon Sidhu, facilitator, Mr Philippe Ambrosi (World Bank), DFFEs Ms Marcia Korsten, Adv. Radia Razack and Mr Ryan

By Merle Van Diemel

programme reflects both technical requirements
and the practical challenges experienced on the
ground.

From an international perspective, Mr Philippe
Ambrosi from the World Bank emphasised the
broader significance of the initiative, nofing that
South Africa’s co-design approach could inform
efforts in other countries working to build coastal
resilience. The partnership with the World Bank also
reflects a shared commitment fo strengthening
institutional capacity in the face of climate change
and coastal risks.

Facilitator Ms Sharon Sidhu from the World Bank
reinforced the importance of collaboration in
achieving sustainable outcomes. “"We don't
manage problems, we manage people,” she said,
highlighting the role of relationships, coordination
and shared responsibility in effective environmental
governance.

The workshop marked a significant step towards
building a coordinated and practical approach 1o
coastal management in South Africa. Beyond the
development of fraining materials, it has contributed
to strengthening relationships among stakeholders
and establishing a network of practitioners
committed fo improving coastal governance.

Through this initiative, the DFFE and its partners are
advancing a collaborative, scalable approach
to capacity building—aimed at enabling
municipalities to better manage South Africa’s
coastal resources in a way that is both sustainable
and responsive 1o local realities.
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SANBI Gardens Strengthen
National Conservation Efforts

By Tshegofatso Ndhlovu

iy

Above: Deputy Minister Singh emphasised the importance of biodiversity
education within the education system.
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Above: Deputy Minister Singh receives a briefing on SANBI's vulture
conservation programme.

"National gardens are critical spaces for biodiversity education, with more than 200 000 learners
participating annually in programmes across all gardens. The conservation and protection of
South Africa’s biodiversity is, among others, dependent on a society that is well-informed about
the importance of nature and our collective responsibility for its protection. Biodiversity education
remains an essential intervention in ensuring that current and future generations understand the

value of our natural environment,” said Deputy Minister Singh.

s the third most mega diverse country

globally, South Africa is home to more

than 95,000 known species of fauna and

lora, many of which are endemic. The
South African National Biodiversity Instfitute (SANBI),
as a key entity of government, has continued to
safeguard this natural heritage while delivering
social, economic and educational benefits to
communities. “SANBI's network of national botanical
and zoological gardens has strengthened
conservation efforts by serving as living repositories
of endangered and indigenous species threatened
by habitat loss, climate variability and invasive
species,” said Deputy Minister Singh.

Accordingly, leading faciliies such as the
Kirstenbosch National Botanical Garden and the
Walter Sisulu National Botanical Garden have
supported scientific researchinbotany, ecology and
climate adaptation, while the National Zoological
Gardens of South Africa and the Mokopane
Biodiversity Conservation Centre have advanced
species survival programmes and animal welfare
initiatives.

During the visit, Deputy Minister Singh toured the
NationalZoologicalGardensandthePretoriaNational
Botanical Garden, where he received briefings on
biodiversity research, conservation programmes
and scientific services. Accompanied by SANBI
Chief Executive Officer, Mr Shonisani Munzhedzi,
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the Deputy Minister engaged with officials on the
institutions” contribution 10 conservation, education,
tourism and public awareness.

Mr  Munzhedzi noted that SANBI's mandate
continues to expand through partnerships and
research-driven interventions. *Our gardens are not
only conservation spaces but centres of excellence
that connect people 1o nature, inspire learning and
support sustainable development,” he said.

National Gardens Week, held from 9 to 15 March
2026, provided free access to a wide network of
SANBI gardens natfionwide, affracting thousands of
visitors. The annualinitiative has created opportunities
for South Africans from diverse backgrounds to
experience the country’s biodiversity first-hand.

Visitors paricipated in a range of educational
and recreational activities, including guided
walks, bird and insect observation, plant sales,
wellness programmes and interactive conservation
demonstrations.

Officials reaffirmed that initiatives such as National
Gardens Week contfinue to play a strategic
role in strengthening public understanding of
envionmental  stewardship. By encouraging
widespread participation and awareness, SANBland
its partners are advancing a coordinated national
effort to conserve South Africa’s rich biodiversity for
present and future generations.



Stakeholders Unite to Shape

Aquaculture Future

By Merle Van Diemel
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Above: Delegates from government, industry, academia and research institutions at the NAQUARF, held in Cape Town..

overnment, industry and academia

convened at the Marine Aquaculture

Research Facility in Sea Point on 30 and

31 March 2026, where the National
Aquaculture Research Forum (NAQUARF) met
fo revise South Africa’s aquaculture research
agenda, identify priority areas and contribute to
a new national roadmap for agricultural science,
technology and innovation.

The forum, hosted jointly by the Department of
Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment (DFFE)
in partnership with the Department of Science,
Technology and Innovation (DSTl) and the Food
and Agriculture Organization (FAO), provided a
technical platform for stakeholders to review and
stfrengthen the country’s aquaculture research
direction. Delegates assessed the 2012 Aquaculture
Research and Technology Development
Programme (ARTDP), identified short- and medium-
term research priorities, and aligned inputs with the
FAO-DSTI Agriculture STl Roadmap.

Highlighting the broader significance  of
aquaculture, FAO Agricultural Officer and Team
Leader at the Office of Innovation, Dr Selvaraju
Ramasamy, underscored the sector’s strategic
value. "Aquaculture is not just about fish farming. It is
about food security, jobs, technology, and climate
resilience — all at once. If we get the research and
innovation right, South Africa can leapfrog many of
the traditional constraints,” he said.

The forum brought together representatives from
industry, universities and leading research institutions,
including the Agricultural Research Council (ARC),
the Water Research Commission (WRC), the South
African Institute for Aquatic Biodiversity (SAIAB) and
the South African Intemnational Maritime  Institute
(SAIMI).

Set within an operational marine research facility,
the engagement was grounded in practical
demonstration, with active aguaculture systems
and experimental infrastructure reinforcing the
real-world gpplication of research findings and
innovation.

Director of Agricultural Innovation at DSTl, Dr
Maneshree  Jugmohan-Naidoo, called  for
accountability and sustainability in resourcing the
sector. "It is not enough to say we need money. We
need to show what happens, how it will be used,
and how it will support efficiency and growth. We
need sustainable funding for the long term,” she
said.

The forum reinforced the importance of
collaboration in shaping a responsive and forward-
looking aguaculture sector, with research, innovation
and partnerships positioned at the centre of South
Africa’s efforts to unlock growth, strengthen food
security and build climate resilience.

About the confributor: Merle Van Diemel

Merle Van Diemel is a Senior Comnmunication Officer: Media Relations and Internal Communications in the Directorate:
Communication Services in Cape Town. She holds a master’s degree in Public Relations Management from the Cape

Peninsula University of Technology.
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er caution comes amid growing concermn

over reports that fransformer oils—industrial

substances  designed for  electrical

equipment—are increasingly being used
for domestic purposes in some communities. These
practices, experts warn, pose significant risks to both
human health and the environment.

Transformer oils are specially processed insulating
liquids used inside electrical fransformers to cool
and protect the equipment. They absorb and
fransfer heat produced during operation, while also
acting as an electrical insulator to prevent short
circuits and damage between internal components
carrying high voltage. The oils have strong insulating
properties, the ability to resist high temperatures,
and remain chemically stable, allowing for the
safe and efficient operation of transformers over
extended periods.

However, while these oils are designed for highly
controlled industrial use, reports have emerged of
individuals using them for household purposes such
as heating, as fuel substitutes, for lubrication, and in
other unsafe applications.

This has led to the DFFE urging communities to refrain
from using transformer oils for domestic purposes,
amid growing concern over the associated health,
environmental and fire risks.

“Transformer o] contains polychlorinated
biphenyls (PCBs), which are hazardous, persistent

;—~. Industrial chemicals that can pose serious long-

' N

term health risks, including immune suppression
and reproductive issues,” said Chief Director for
Environmental Economics within the DFFE, Mr Obed
Baloyi, during an interview on Choice FM.

Most transformer oils contain toxic substances,
including chemicals that can iritate the skin,
eyes and respiratory system. Prolonged exposure
or improper handling may lead to headaches,
dizziness, nausea and breathing difficulties. In
severe cases, repeated exposure to contaminated
oils may increase the risk of chronic health
conditions. Children, elderly persons and individuals
with existing respiratory conditions are considered
especially vulnerable to the harmful effects of
exposure to industrial chemicals.

DDG Mosekene has also urged South Africans not
fo store unidentified industrial chemicals in their
homes or transfer them into unmarked containers,
noting that improper storage practices further
increase the risk of accidental exposure and injury.
"In addition to the health risks, transformer oils
present a maijor fire hazard when used incorrectly
in  households. Because many transformer oils
are flammable, storing or heating them in poorly
ventilated areas can increase the risk of fires,
explosions and toxic smoke exposure,” she said.

DDG Mosekene encouraged members of the
public to report unsafe handling, illegal sale or
dumping of transformer oils to local authorities or
to the DFFE Environmental Crimes Hotline on 0800




TRANSFORMER OIL

IS NOT A REMEDY

Transformer oil
can cure arthritis

Transformer oil
is a mineral ol
used in electrical
equipment. It is
hazardous and
unsafe for skin
contact.
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Northern Cape Imbizo
Advances e-Waste Recovery

By Tshegofatso Ndhlovu
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Above: Deputy Minister Swarts emphasised the urgent need to treat e-waste as a valuable resource.

“Electronic waste should never be kept in our garages, cupboards or
yards — it is a valuable resource that must be recovered responsibly.’

eputy Minister of Forestry, Fisheries and

the Envionment Ms Bernice Swarts

made this call as government engaged

communities and stakeholders during an E
Waste Recycling Imbizo held on 16 April 2026 af the
Ga Segonyana Local Municipality in Mothibistad,
Kuruman, in the Northern Cape.

Addressing participants, Deputy Minister Swarts
highlighted the growing volumes of electronic
waste in South African households, noting that
unused items such as old computers, microwaves,
televisions and refrigerators often remain stored for
years despite containing hazardous substances.

"South African households have too much e waste
lying around,” said Swarts. “These electronics
contain chemicals such as lead and mercury,
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which pose serious healthrisks to communities if they
are not handled correctly. It is therefore important
for people to know that electronic waste has
value. Citizens are encouraged to bring out their e
waste, which can be weighed and exchanged for
monetary vouchers through approved systems.”

Electronic waste, commonly referred 10 as e
waste, is regarded as the fastest-growing waste
stream globally. South Africa generates more
than 360 000 tonnes of e waste annually, yet
only a small proportion is currently processed
through formal recycling systems. As technology
continues to evolve and electronic devices have
shorter lifespans, the volume of e waste generated
continues to increase, placing added pressure on
existing waste management systems.
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Electronic waste, commonly referred 10 as e
waste, is regarded as the fastest-growing waste
stream globally. South Africa generates more
than 360 000 tonnes of e waste annuadlly, yet
only a small proportion is currently processed
through formal recycling systems. As technology
continues to evolve and electronic devices have
shorter lifespans, the volume of e waste generated
continues to increase, placing added pressure on
existing waste management systems.

Improper disposal of electronic devices presents
environmental and socio-economic challenges, as
many components contain hazardous substances
that can contaminate soil and water if not
managed correctly, while also posing risks to those
handling them without appropriate safeguards.

The E Waste Recycling Imbizo aimed fo raise
awareness about the importance of responsible
and environmentally sound management of
electronic waste. It also sought to highlight
opportunities within the e waste sector by promoting
fair and equitable systems that incentivise e waste
collection, encourage community participation
and support economic activity.

The initiative further focused on strengthening
collaboration between municipalities, producer
responsibility organisations and certified e waste
recyclers to ensure compliance with national
recycling standards. These partnerships also aim
to support small, medium and micro enterprises
(SMMEs), contribute to job creation and enhance
environmental protection at local level.

Delivering her keynote address, Deputy Minister
Swarts stated that the infroduction of Extended
Producer Responsibility (EPR) regulatfions reflects
government’'s commitment to diverting electronic
waste away from disposal and towards recovery,
recycling and reuse.

"This project is implemented through a partnership
between the Department of Forestry, Fisheries and
the Environment, the Northern Cape Department of
Environment, the Ga Segonyana Local Municipality
and producer responsibility organisations,” said
Swarts. *This collaborative approach strengthens
coordination across all spheres of government
and ensures that implementation on the ground
is aligned with national policy and regulatory
frameworks.”

Community participation was highlighted as
a key factor in the success of e waste recycling
initiatives. Through the establisnment of accessible
drop off points, collaboration with local SMMEs and
targeted awareness campaigns, the Department
is working to embed responsible waste separation
and recycling practices at household level.

"The launch of this e waste recycling pilot
project marks an important step in strengthening
environmental governance and service delivery at
local level,” Deputy Minister Swarts said in closing.
"With continued cooperation between government,
industry and communities, this initiative has the
potential to deliver lasting environmental, social
and economic benefits.”

‘ south African housenolds
Nave too much e waste

lying around. These electronics
contain chemicals such as
lead and mercury, which

0OSse serious health risks to
communities If they are not
handled correctly.

Above: Honouring the importance of traditional leadership, Deputy Minister  Above: E-waste is one of the fastest-growing waste streams in the

Swarts consulted the local traditional leaders before the days proceedings.

world offering valuable opportunities for recycling and job creation.
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Waste Khoro Drives Momentum
for Circular Economy

Above: Deputy Minister Bernice Swarts with municipal representatives and
stakeholders recognised during the Waste Khoro conference, where the
Waste Management Awards formed part of the programme honouring

excellence in advancing South Africa’s circular economy.

By Tshegofatso Ndhlovu

Above: The three-day conference brought tfogether waste

management officers from all three spheres of government along
with key stakeholders from a variety of industries.

“Landfill sites should not be the primary solution to waste management, but
rather a last resort within an integrated waste management system.”

eputy Minister of Forestry, Fisheries and the
Environment Ms Bernice Swarts set a clear
policy tone as Bloemfontein, in the Free
State, hosted the 2026 Waste Khoro from
18 to 20 March 2026, placing national focus on
strengthening waste infrastructure investment and
advancing equitable, sustainable waste services.

Convened by the Department of Forestry,
Fisheries and the Environment (DFFE) under the
theme: Waste infrastructure investment towards
equitable sustainable waste services, the
three-day Waste Khoro brought together waste
management officials from national, provincial
and local government, alongside stakeholders
from academiaq, civil society, private-sector waste
practitioners and industry professionals.

The engagement provided a platform to report
on progress made in implementing the National
Waste Management Strategy (NWMS) 2020 and
fo deliberate on waste management challenges
experienced at local government level.

Waste management in South Africa continues to
present both challenges and opportunities as the
country progresses towards a circular economy.
While significant strides have been made
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through policy development, extended producer
responsibility mechanisms and recycling initiatives,
many municipalities continue to face infrastructure
backlogs, funding constraints and service delivery
pressures. These constraints offen result in ongoing
illegal dumping and continued reliance on landfill
disposal. At the same time, the waste sector plays
an important socio-economic role, supporting
thousands of livelihoods, particularly within the
informal recycling economy.

There is growing advocacy for waste to be
recognised as a resource rather than a burden —
one with the potential to stimulate job creation,
drive innovation and support environmental
sustainability.  Initiatives aimed at improving
separation af source, expanding recycling
capacity and strengthening public awareness are
gaining momentum, supported by government-
led platforms such as the Waste Khoro, which seeks
fo address systemic challenges and promote
practical, implementable solutions.

Delivering the keynote address, Deputy Minister
Swarts emphasised that South Africa’s waste policy
framework is designed to go beyond regulatory
compliance by assigning responsibility for waste
management across the full lifecycle of products.



"The National Environmental Management: Waste
Act, the National Waste Management Strategy and
the Extended Producer Responsibility Regulations
are not merely compliance tools,” said Deputy
Minister Swarts. “They are fransformative policy
instruments infended to shiff accountability from
downstream fo upstream, by placing responsibility
forthe entire lifecycle of products on producers and
brand owners themselves. This includes rethinking
product design, improving recyclability, enhancing
collection systems and supporting the broader
waste value chain, with the intention of keeping
materials in circulation for as long as possible.”

She further highlighted a growing sense of
accountability among producers of prioritised
products, nofing the commitment demonstrated
by various Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR)
schemes to support municipalities by easing
the operational and financial burden of waste
management. Provinces such as the Free State,
Gauteng, the Western Cape and KwaZulu-Natal,
which generate higher volumes of waste, continue
o benefit from these interventions.

On the second day of the Waste Khoro,
engagements transitioned from broader dialogue
fo focused, solution-oriented discussions as
delegates convened in four commissions. These
commissions addressed waste infrastructure
investment, waste policy frameworks, waste
technologies and innovation, as well as support for
rural areas and municipalities.

The day also saw Deputy Minister Swarts conduct
oversight visits fo landfill facilities in ‘Bleernfontein,
engaging directly with operational realities

"The condition and management of landfill sites
in Bloemfontein reflect challenges faced by many
municipalities across the country,” said Deputy
Minister Swarts following the site visits. “Issues such
as capacity pressures, mainfenance backlogs
and non-compliance  with  environmental
standards underscore the need for improved
waste separation at source, stronger enforcement
of regulations and increased investment in waste
infrastructure.”

She reiterated that landfill disposal should
be regarded as part of an integrated waste
management system and applied as a measure
of last resort, with increased emphasis placed on
recycling, reuse and waste minimisation.

As proceedings concluded, the focus shifted to
recognition andreflection during the National Waste
Management Awards 2026. The awards ceremony
honoured municipalities and stakeholders who are
fransforming waste info value, advancing resource
efficiency and contributing to inclusive and resilient
local economies.

‘The purpose of these awards is to recognise,
encourage and promote best practice in
waste reduction, recycling and environmental
sustainability,” said Deputy Minister Swarts as she
congratulated the recipients. "By highlighting
innovation and leadership within the sector, the
awards contribute towards strengthening a circular
economy and building a cleaner, more sustainable
future.”

Below: The many issues facing South Africa’s Lc1ndﬂI si&!cemre

stage during the Waste Khoro 2026‘.,
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DFFE Strengthens Fight
Against Environmental Crime

Above: At the NPA Training in Port Nolloth, Workshop delegates and
partners united in protecting South Africa’s natural resources

rosecutors, law enforcement agencies

and environmental authorities convened

on 24 and 25 March 2026 in Port Nolloth,

Northern Cape, where the Department of
Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment (DFFE)
hosted a multi-agency workshop to strengthen the
prosecution of environmental crimes and enhance
interdepartmental cooperation in enforcing green
laws.

"Environmental crime is not a soft crime; it threatens
our natural resources, our health, and our future,”
said Chief Director at the Department of Agriculture,
Environmental Affairs, Rural Development and
Land Reform (DAERL), Dr Lorato Banda, during his
opening remarks, setting the tone for the two-day
engagement.

The workshop brought together key stakeholders,
including the National Prosecuting Authority (NPA),
DAERL, the South African Police Service (SAPS), the
Department of Mineral and Petroleum Resources
(DMRE) and the Deparment of Water and
Sanitation (DWS), to strengthen coordination and
improve the handling of environmental offences
from investigation through to prosecution.

Emphasising the importance of collaboration, Dr
Banda noted that effective enforcement requires
a coordinated, multi-sectoral approach. “There
is no institution that can resolve these challenges
alone; protecting the environment is a collective
responsibility,” he said.

Over the 1two days, paricipants engaged
in technical discussions on building strong,
prosecutable cases and improving case
progression within the justice system. The workshop
addressed a range of environmental offences,

By Merle Van Diemel

Above: Delegates at the workshop during a break:

including illegal mining, damage to coastal
dunes by off-road vehicles, poaching of protected
species and water pollution.

Delegates also examinedkeylegislative frameworks
underpinning environmental enforcement,
including the Integrated Coastal Management
Act, National Forest Act, National Veld and Forest
Fire Act, Marine Living Resources Act, Mineral and
Petroleum Resources Development Act, National
Water Act and the National Environmental
Management: Biodiversity Act.

‘Environmental crime is not
O soft crime; It threatens our
natural resources, our healtn,
and our future.”- Dr L. Banda,

Chief Director, DAERL

The training was facilitated by Mr Mzondeleli
Dlulane of DFFE, with contributions from officials
across departments. Presentations were delivered
by Ms Seema Reddy from the NPA, Lt Colonel
Riddles from SAPS, Mr Obopeng Gaoraelwe from
DAERL, Advocate Shadrack Nkuna from DMRE
and Mr Mduduzi Zulu from DWS, providing a
multidisciplinary perspective on environmental
compliance and enforcement.

The workshop concluded with a cerificate
ceremony, underscoring a shared commitment
among participants to strengthen prosecution
processes and ensure that environmental crimes
are effectively taken from investigation through to
the courtfroom.
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Mkambati Gains Global
Wetland Protection Status
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15 April 2026, the Eastern Cape

marked a conservation milestone more

than a year in the making, as Mkambati

Nature Reserve was formally celebrated

as South Africa’s 31st Ramsar Site—the first in the
province to receive this designation.

The 7,720-hectare reserve, located on the
Wild Coast of north-eastern Pondoland, is now
recognised under the Ramsar Convention, an
international treaty through which 172 member
countries commit to protecting wetlands of global
significance. South Africa has been a signatory
since 1975, but the Eastern Cape, despite its
ecological richness, had previously not been
represented.

*Wetlands are important for the areas in which they
occur, but by virtue of their designation as Ramsar
Sites, they are important to all of humanity,” said
the Deputy Minister of Forestry, Fisheries and
the Environment, Mr Narend Singh, who led the
commemoration.

During the event, Deputy Minister Singh handed
over official Ramsar cetificates to key stakeholders,
including the Mkambati Land Trust, the Eastern
Cape Parks and Tourism Agency (ECPTA), the MEC
for Economic Development, Environmental Affairs
and Tourism, the Executive Mayors of OR Tamlbo
District and Ingguza Hill Local Municipality, and the
fraditional authority.

By Paul Sigutya
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Mkambati Nature Reserve is bounded by the
Mtentu River 1o the north and the Msikaba River
to the south, covering 13 kilometres of unbroken
coastline. Its rivers originate within the reserve,
allowing them 1o reach the sea in a largely
undisturbed state. Among ifs unique natural
features, the Mkambati Falls cascade directly into
the Indian Ocean, placing the reserve among
fewer than two dozen such sites worldwide.
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The reserve is community-owned, with the Mkambati
Lland Trust representing approximately 40,000
people across eight villages. The Eastern Cape Parks
and Tourism Agency manages the reserve on behalf
of the community under the National Environmental
Management: Protected Areas Act (57 of 2003).

The Ramsar designation, awarded in February 2025,
recognises the reserve’s ecological importance
based on five international criteria. "By designating
Mkambati as a Ramsar Site, we recognise its global
ecological value,” said Deputy Minister Singh.

The reserve supports a range of species that are
vulnerable, endangered or critically endangered.
These include the Cape Vulture (Gyps coprotheres),
with one of its last significant Eastern Cape breeding
colonies located in the Mtentu River gorge, as well
as the Spotted Ground Thrush and Southern Ground-
Hornbill. Cape Cormorants are also found along the
coastline.

The biodiversity of Mkambati extends to its plant life, as
it forms part of the Pondoland Centre of Endemism,
a globally recognised area of concentrated plant
species found nowhere else. Among these s
Rhynchocalyx lawsonioides, an excepftionally rare
plant found only in the Pondoland Scarp Forests. The
reserve also takes its name from the Mkambati Palm
(Jubaeopsis caffra), which grows along the banks of
the Mitentu and Msikaba Rivers.

Its approximately 700 hectares of wetlands, together
with estuaries, forests and grasslands, serve as
spawning grounds for numerous fish species,
including King Fish. The discovery of a new species of
diving beetle, Copelatus mkambati sp. nov., as well
as the presence of highly localised endemic frog
species, further highlights ifs ecological significance.
Deputy Minister Singh emphasised the need to view
the designation within the broader socio-economic
context of the Wild Coast. “Conservation cannot
stand apart from economic development,” he said.
The Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the
Environment is implementing the Wid Coast

Above: Deputy Minister Narend Singh, community members, traditional

Conservation and Development Initiative, @
multi-partner programme  aimed at integrating
conservation with economic opportunities for local
communities. As part of this effort, Environmental
Programmes have allocated R17 milion for

infrastructure improvements and visitor access at
Mkambati. In the Eastern Cape more broadly, 1,467
hectares across 37 wetlands have been restored
through departmental programmes, contributing
to job creation while
ecosystems.
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leaders, and government officials gather at the Mkambati Nature
Reserve Ramsar Site signage following the commemoration on 15 April
2026




Global Committee Advances
Cali Fund Implementation

By Merle Van Diemel
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Above: Delegates pose for a group photo during the Steering Committee workshop at Kirstenbosch National Botanical Garden.

"The work of this Steering Committee is both important and necessary, as it seeks to ensure that
the benefits derived from biodiversity are shared in a manner that is fair, transparent and inclusive,”
said Deputy Minister of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment, Mr Narend Singh, as international
experts, policymakers and stakeholders convened from 07-09 April 2026 at SANBI's Kirstenlbbosch
National Botanical Garden, in Cape Town, to deliberate on the operationalisation of the Cali Fund

and advance equitable benefit-sharing from Digital Sequence Information (DSI).

he three-day meeting, hosted by the

Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the

Environment (DFFE), marked a significant step

towards implementing the Cali Fund, which
was established at the Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD) COP16. The session brought together
global stakeholders to consider governance
frameworks, operational mechanisms and
practical measures to ensure fair and equitable
sharing of benefits arising from the use of genetic
resources in research and industry.

Deliberations focused on advancing the
Multilateral Mechanism for the Fair and Equitable
Sharing of Benefits from DSI, with particular
emphasis on establishing functional governance
and operational arangements for the Cali Fund.
Delegates engaged in detailed discussions on how
the mechanism can effectively channel benefits
to those who have contributed to the conservation
and stewardship of biodiversity.

"In the African context, the issue of benefit-sharing is
not only technical, but also deeply historical,” said
Deputy Minister Singh. “For generations, Indigenous
knowledge systems have contributed to medicine,
agriculture and biodiversity conservation, often
without recognition or adegquate compensation.”

International experts and stakeholders explored
practical approaches to ensuring that Indigenous
Peoples and Local Communities are central
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beneficiaries of the mechanism. Discussions
highlighted the importance of acknowledging
fraditional knowledge systems, strengthening equity
in global biodiversity governance, and promoting
access to benefits derived from scientific and
technological advancements.

South Africa’sexperienceinimplementingits Access
and Benefit-Sharing (ABS) framework provided a
practical reference for the discussions. The country
has played an active role in advancing global
dialogue on benefit-sharing since 2016, including
through strategic partnerships with Norway and
other countries, and by hosting key engagements
such as the landmark meeting held in Pretoria in
November 2019.

The outcomes of the meeting are expected to
inform the operationalisation of the Cali Fund
and confribute to ongoing negofiations and
deliberations ahead of CBD COP17. These efforts
form part of a broader international agenda to
ensure that biodiversity resources are utilised in a
manner that is both sustainable and equitable.

As discussions continue at global level, the Steering
Committee’s work at Kirstenbosch has reinforced
the importance of cooperation, inclusivity and
shared responsibility in shaping mechanisms
that recognise and reward the contributions of
all  stakeholders, particularly those who have
safeguarded biodiversity for generations.
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DFFE in Pictures

EPWP Project Launch in
Lejweleputswa

Deputy Minister Swarts Celebrates
RAC Technician Graduates

Deputy Minister Bernice Swarts officiated the launch
of the EPWP Cleaning, Greening and Recycling
Project in the Lejweleputswa District Municipality on 6
May 2026. The project is aimed at creating cleaner
environments while promoting sustainable recycling
and generating meaningful work opportunities for
local communities. By Tshegofatso Ndhlovu.

Strengthening Local Climate
Action Planning

Deputy Minister Bernice Swarts handed over
competency certificates and safe handling licences
to 600 trained Refrigeration and Air-conditioning
Servicing Technicians, as well as ftrainers and
lecturers, at a graduation ceremony held at the
Houghton Hotel in Johannesburg on 16 March 2026.
By Tshegofatso Ndhlovu.

Strengthening Regional Marine
Conservation Efforts

Deputy Minister Narend Singh launched the Local
Climate Action Planning (CAP) Support Project at
the South African Local Government Association
(SALGA) offices in Pretoria on 21 April 2026. The
initiative, a joint venture between SALGA and
the African Climate Foundation, is designed to
strengthen climate-responsive development within
municipalities throughout South Afiica and will
provide focused technical and institutional support
@4 district municipalities. By Letti Mosemi.

Minister Wilie Aucamp aftended the Benguela
Current Convention Ministerial Meeting in Luanda,
Angola, on 13 May 2026, where regional partners
came together 1o strengthen collaboration on the
sustainable management of marine resources. The
meeting highlighted the importance of coordinated
efforts between Angola, Namibia, and South Africa
fo conserve, protect, and ensure the long-term
sustainability of the Benguela Current Large Marine
Ecosystem.
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Strengthening South Africa—EU
Partnerships

Minister Willie Aucamp joined distinguished guests
and state representatives in Pretoria on 7 May 2026
to commemorate Europe Day, reaffirming the strong
partnership between South Africa and the European
Union. Delivering the message of support, Minister
Aucamp highlighted the importance of international
cooperatfion and dialogue in addressing shared
global priorities and advancing a sustainable future
for all.

Deputy Minister Swarts Highlights
Climate Monitoring Innovation

Deputy Minister Bernice Swarts visited the South
African Weather Service (SAWS) headquarters in
Irene, Preforia, on 24 April 2026 for an oversight

engagement focused on improving weather
forecasting and early warning systems.

During her visit, Deputy Minister Swarts participated
in the release of a high-tech weather balloon
designed to collect atmospheric data across the
froposphere and transmit it 1o SAWS meteorological
systems to support accurate forecasting and
disaster risk reduction. The balloons are released
twice daily across all provinces as part of SAWS'
ongoing commitment to innovation and effective
environmental service delivery. By Zibuse Ndlovu.

Advancing Southern Africa's
Green Wall

Deputy Minister Bermnice Swarts officially opened
the Southern African Great Green Wall Initiative
(SA GGWI) Regional Capacity Building Workshop
in Sandton, Johannesburg, on 28 April 2026.
The workshop convened regional governments,
development partners, financial institutions, and
the private sector to accelerate the transition
from policy commitments to investment-ready
programmes aimed af restoring  degraded
landscapes, strengthening climate resilience, and
unlocking sustainable economic opportunities
across Southern Africa. By Zibuse Ndlovu.

Strengthening Regional Marine
Conservation Efforts

Deputy Minister Narend Singh delivered the
keynote address at the Ambassadors and
Executives Luncheon on 21 April 2026 in Sandton.
The Iluncheon highlighted the importance of

intra-Africa tfrade, investment, and economic
infegration in line with the African Continental Free
Trade Area objectives.

During his address, the Deputy Minister
commended Innovative  Entrepreneurs NPC
on the launch of the 15,000 SME Development
Al Platform, describing it as a bold initiative with
the potential to fransform the SME ecosystem
across South Africa and the continent through
technology, innovation, market access, and

enterprise support. By Letti Mosemi. /
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Hillfop Resort, Hluhluwe Game Reserve,
Hluhluwe-iMfolozi Park, KwaZulu-Natal (Image by Alamy)
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Ms Erica Mathye, Tel: 012 399 8976 email: EMathye@dffe.gov.za



