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Mr N Singh (IFP) to ask the Minister of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment 

Whether she will explain why South Africa has not yet signed the Leaders' Pledge for Nature, which has 

already been signed by 70 countries, and which will commit South Africa to implement immediately 

actionable policy in order to reverse biodiversity loss over the next decade; if not, why not; if so, what 

are the full, relevant details? 

2298. THE MINISTER OF FORESTRY, FISHERIES AND THE ENVIRONMENT REPLIES: 

The Leaders' Pledge for Nature deals with a number of issues that are currently the subject of 

multilateral negotiations within the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and the United Nations 

Framewort< Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), amongst others. 

Given the fact that this Leaders' Pledge for Nature is not a multilaterally agreed document, nor did not 

form part of any multilateral negotiations and that it contains elements which are the subject of ongoing 

negotiations as well as its requirements for a commitment to act and take accountability, it is prudent for 

any responsible Government to study the actions required and it implications on the country, prior to 
committing. The Leaders' Pledge for Nature is still open for endorsement and therefore, South Africa 

may still sign it after careful study of its content and the implications thereof on its biodiversity policy. 
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Our country remains committed to the implementation of its goals and objectives, and are committed to 

working towards an adoption of a post-2020 global biodiversity framework at the COP15 of the CBD in 

Kunming, China next year. 

Regards 

MS B D CREECY, MP 
MINISTER OF FORESTRY, FISHERIES AND THE ENVIRONMENT 

DATE: .3.~J.L~ .. \::?:Y,2,0 
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