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Barbara Dallas Creecy, Minister of Environment, Forestry and Fisheries, hereby, under section 97(1)(b),

(f), (g) and (h) of the National Environmental Management: Biodiversity Act, 2004 (Act No. 10 of 2004),
make regulations relating to trade in rhinoceros horn, namely the selling or otherwise trading in, giving,
donating, buying, receiving, accepting as a gift or donation, or in any way disposing or acquiring, and the
export and re- export from the Republic of South Africa, of rhinoceros horn, or a part, product or derivative
of such rhinoceros horn, belonging to the species black rhinoceros (Diceros bicornis bocornis, Diceros
bicornis minor and Diceros bicomis michaeli) and white rhinoceros (Ceratotherium simum simum), in the
Schedule hereto.

BARBARA DALLAS CREECY
MINISTER OF FORESTRY, FISHERIES AND THE ENVIRONMENT
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1. (1) In these Regulations, word or expression, or any derivative or other grammatical form of the

word or expression, to which a meaning has been assigned in the Biodiversity Act or the

Regulations, has the corresponding meaning, and unless the context indicates otherwise-
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(3) The provisions of these Regulations do not absolve a person

requirements of any other applicable legislation, and must be read and applied alongside the provisions

of any applicable legislation, including but not limited
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(4) A person may not buy, receive, accept as a gift or donation or in any similar way acquire

rhinoceros horn from a person who is not the holder of a permit issued in terms of the Biodiversity Act

that authorises him or her to sell, give, donate or in any similar way dispose of such rhinoceros horn.

a permit that authorises the selling, giving, donating, buying, receiving, accepting

gift or donation or in any similar way disposing of or acquiring the rhinoceros, has been

issued in terms of the Biodiversity Act.
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giving, donating, receiving or accepting a gift or donation of rhinoceros horn the

circumstances contemplated in subregulation (2), or the destruction of rhinoceros horn in the

circumstances contemplated in subregulation (3)(a), is subject to the issuance of a permit in terms of the

Biodiversity Act.

(5) The possession of rhinoceros contemplated in subregulation (3)(b), or the possession of

rhinoceros hom subsequent to the receiving or accepting as a gift or donation thereof in the

circumstances contemplated subregulation (2), is subject to the issuance of a permit terms of the
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5. (1) The lawful owner of rhinoceros horn who intends to sell, give, donate or any similar way

dispose of rhinoceros horn contemplated in regulation 3(1) or (2), must complete and sign an application

form specified in the TOPS Regulations and submit it to the relevant issuing authority.
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(3) If the lawful owner of rhinoceros horn intends to sell the rhinoceros horn by auction, the

application must be accompanied by the following documents, in addition to the supporting information

and documents contemplated in subregulation
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7. (1) The issuing authority may not issue a permit respect of the selling, giving, donating or in any

similar way disposing of a rhinoceros horn contemplated regulation 3(1) or (2),

conditions have been met:

upon receipt of the application, an inspection has been conducted by an official of the

Department or an official of any provincial conservation authority who has the mandate

in terms of his or her appointment to conduct the inspection, to verify the information
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gift or donation or in any similar way acquiring a rhinoceros horn contemplated in regulation 3(1) or (2),

unless an inspection has been conducted by an official contemplated subregulation (1)(b) to verify the

place of safe -keeping of such rhinoceros horn.

(a) the permit holder may not sell, give, donate or in any similar way dispose of rhinoceros

horn to a person who is not the holder of a permit to buy, receive, accept as a gift or

donation or in any similar manner acquire the rhinoceros horn;
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the name and physical address of the buyer or receiver;

the permit number of the buyer or receiver;

the species and subspecies in respect of each rhinoceros horn sold, given,

donated, or in any similar way disposed of;

the markings of each rhinoceros horn sold, given, donated, or in any similar way

disposed of; and

the reference number of the genetic

at the same time as reporting the information contemplated in paragraph (a), also apply

to the relevant issuing authority for an amendment of his or her possession permit in the

event that one or more rhinoceros horn remain on such possession permit;
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A person who buys, receives, accepts as a gift or donation or in any similar way acquires

rhinoceros horn contemplated in regulation 3(1) or (2), on behalf of another person, must be authorised

or have proxy to do so, in writing by such other person and by means of a permit issued terms of-

the permit relates, nor does it guarantee that an export permit will be issued.

Requirements relating to proxy to sell, give, donate, buy, receive, accept as a gift or donation or

in any similar way dispose of or acquire rhinoceros horn

10. (1) The lawful owner of rhinoceros horn who intends to authorise another person, or provide such

person with proxy, to sell, give, donate or in any similar way dispose of his or her rhinoceros horn on his

or her behalf, must nevertheless apply for a permit in accordance with regulation 5(1) and (2).

A person who intends to authorise another person, or provide such a person with proxy, to buy,

receive, accept as a gift or donation or in any similar way acquire rhinoceros horn on his or her behalf,

must nevertheless apply for a permit in accordance with regulation 6(1) and (2).

person who sells, gives, donates or in any similar way disposes of rhinoceros

contemplated in regulation 3(1) or (2) on behalf of the lawful owner thereof, must be authorised or have

proxy to do so, in writing by the lawful owner and by means of a permit issued terms of-
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15. (1) A person who intends to export or re- export rhinoceros horn contemplated in regulation

must complete and sign an application form as specified in terms of the TOPS Regulations and submit

to the relevant issuing authority.

re- export permit has such permit endorsed by an environmental management inspector, or by an official

from any other border law enforcement agency mandated to perform this function, prior to the exportation

or re- exportation of the rhinoceros horn to which the permit relates.

14. (1) The export or re- export of any rhinoceros horn that is less than 5cm in length, irrespective of the

weight of such rhinoceros horn, is prohibited in accordance with notice published in the Government

Gazette in terms of section 57(2) of the Biodiversity Act.
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(5) If the possession permit of the person who has sold, given,

disposed of rhinoceros horn, expires prior to the person who has bought, received, accepted as a gift or
donation or in any similar way acquired the rhinoceros horn, taking possession of such rhinoceros horn,
the former person must apply for a renewal of his or her possession permit.

(e) written confirmation from the Management Authority contemplated in paragraph that

domestic legislative provisions are in place to ensure that the imported rhinoceros horn

will not be used in a manner that is in contravention with the provisions of CITES

applicable to the importation of specimens of species

Convention.

contemplated these regulations, the
Department may give, donate, receive, accept as a gift or donation, export or re -export rhinoceros horn,
only to the extent necessary for the official performance of its functions.

' - - . - - - SA I

. -- - . . .

. . - - '

-

A person who has sold, given, donated, or in any similar way disposed of rhinoceros horn, is

responsible for the safe -keeping of the rhinoceros horn in accordance with the provisions of the
Rhinoceros Norms and Standards, until the possession permit is issued to the person who has bought,
received, accepted as a gift or donation or in any similar way acquired the rhinoceros horn.

(4) The possession permit of a person who has sold, given, donated, or in any similar way disposed
of rhinoceros horn, remains valid for the purpose of safe -keeping of the rhinoceros horn, until a
possession permit is issued to the person who has bought, received, accepted as a gift or donation or in

any similar way acquired the rhinoceros horn and the latterperson has taken possession of the rhinoceros

or for a period of 90 days, whichever is the shortest.
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17. Any person who contravenes or fails to comply with provision of regulation

12(2) or (3), 13(1)(b), (2) or (3), or 16(2), (3), (5), (6) or (7) is guilty of an offence.

a fine not exceeding five million rand, and in the of a second or subsequent
conviction, a fine not exceeding R10 million or imprisonment for a period not exceeding
10 years, or in both instances to both a fine and such imprisonment; or
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