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Summary 

• Wind is far cheaper that fossil fuel derived electricity 
• Wind power is fast and incremental 
• Technology has improved dramatically 
• Wind as procured in SA avoids many risks and problems for government 
• Huge potential 
• Leads to social investment and sustainable development 

 
 

 



Wind power is so cheap 

• Wind power was bid in Round 4 of REIPPPP at 56c/kWh and the average 
winning price will be 65c/kWh or less 

• Latest estimates for Medupi are ZAR 1.05/kWh 
• Even without counting externalities, wind is the clear winner  



Fast and incremental - avoids stranded, dinosaur technology 

 



TECHNOLOGY HAS IMPROVED DRAMATICALLY – RESOURCE 
EXCELLENT  

• Darling National Demonstration Wind Farm (2008) has 1.3 MW turbines, 40 meter 
blade lengths and capacity factors of well below 30%.  

• Recent REIPPPP projects have 3 MW turbines with blades in excess of 50 meters and 
capacity factors around 40% 

• These impressive figures are far exceeded by developments in the international off-
shore market 

• As availability goes up, costs come down and wind power becomes ever more 
dependable.  



THE WAY WIND POWER IS PROCURED IS GOOD FOR “SA INC” 

• Approx ZAR 45 billion invested by private sector in less than 4 years 
• Close to 2,000 MW procured 
• Early projects being commissioned on time and on budget without construction 

risk to SA 
• Commitments to community development of ZAR 7 billion over next 20 years 



SOCIAL INVESTMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

• Wind in REIPPPP rounds 1 – 4 has committed ZAR 7 billion into socio-economic 
development and enter[prise development over the next 20 years 

• Education, skills development, health care, enterprise devlopment within 50 kms of 
the projects site 

• “People-planet-prosperity“ finally being seen 
• Can fundamentally transform deep rural communities 
• One of the best climate success stories anywhere 
  



THANK YOU 
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