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Biological systems respond 
slowly to changes in their 
surrounding environment. 
Pollution and contamination 
cause irreversible damage to 
species. 

There are many threats to our natural world, which include: 

     

This is one of the great -
est threats to biodiversity. 
Habitat loss is directly 
linked to human induced 
pressures on land. 

     
The introduction of exotic species that replace local and 
native species is cited as the second largest cause of biodi -
versity loss. Alien invasive species replace, and often result 
in the extinction of native species. The annual economic 
damage caused by invasive plant and animal species is 
estimated to be in the region of US$ 1.4 trillion.

 
Over-hunting, over-fishing 
or over-collecting of a 
species can quickly lead 
to its decline. Changing 
consumption patterns of 
humans is often cited as 
the key reason for this  
unsustainable exploitation 
of natural resources.

   
     

Assemblages of species and their interactions with their 
ecosystems is critical for not only saving the species, but 
also for their successful future evolution. In the event of 
alterations, either within species groups, or within the 
environment, entire ecosystems can begin to change. 
Alterations to ecosystems are a critical factor 

     to species and habitat loss. 

  
Both climate variability and climate change cause 
biodiversity loss. Species and populations may be lost 
permanently, if they are not provided with enough 
time to adapt to changing climatic conditions.
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What is happening?
Fast isn’t always good.
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Why 

Fewer fi sh in the sea, means 

A lack of clean water
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Less food for our survival
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