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Waste Picking

PAPER

Paper 
(cardboard, 

newspapers, and 

magazines) 


GLASS

glass 
(containers, 

jars and 

bottles)


METAL

metal  
(Food and  

drink cans)

POLY- 
STYRENE

Polystyrene 
(white takeaway 

cups and food 

containers)


PLASTIC

plastics  
(bags, 

containers and 

bottles)


TETRA 
PACKS

tetra Pak 
(foil-lined 

containers/

cartons, e.g. milk 

and juice boxes)



waxed 

cardboard

lolly 

wrappers

food 

scraps
chip bags

WHAT IS A WASTE PICKER?

  You can start waste picking to make 

money.

  Waste pickers collect litter and 

recyclable materials to 

resell to buyback 

centres.

  Waste picking  

saves 

municipalities 

millions in 

landfill space 

every year.

CHALLENGES:

 •Waste pickers are often stigmatised 

by the public and treated like  

criminals.

 •They are exposed to unhealthy 

working conditions.

 •Waste picking is still 

an informal sector, 

with limited access to 

trolleys and trolley 

storage and no 

formal registration 

organisations.

 •They experience 

unpredictable 

changes on prices  

for the scraps they 

collect and resell.

MAKE MONEY FROM RECYCLING

R
ed
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e . R

euse . Recycle . Recover

Are you making a difference?

Section 24 of the South African Constitution states:  
"Everyone has the right to an environment  

that is not harmful to their health  
or well-being."

I  RECYCLE
Become a waste picker! Clean up your community and sell recyclable scraps 

to buyback centres for money. You can make around R40 to R120 daily!


