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Protect our environment
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Are you making a difference?

Section 24 of the South African Constitution states:  
"Everyone has the right to an environment  

that is not harmful to their health  
or well-being."

you will need: what to do:

A metre-rule or 
tape measure

Paper and pen/
clipboard

Some sticks 
and string

Bio- = life

Diverse = different 

Biodiversity = number of different 
living things that live together in a 
sustainable network
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use a metre rule or 
a tape measure to 
measure out a square 
1m x 1m in area a. use 
sticks and string to 
mark out the area. do 
the same for area b.

Make a list of all 
the different types 
of plant and animal 
species that you can 
find in each area.

MEASURING HUMAN IMPACT

WHAT'S HAPPENING HERE?

What do you notice about the number of plant and animal 
species in Area A compared to those in Area B?

What can you say about the impact of human activity on 
the biodiversity of these areas?

In nature there are many food 

chains linked together to make 

a network. All the living things 

depend on each other, so the 

network continues year after 

year. We say it is sustainable. 

When animals or plants are 

removed from an area, 

other species that 

depend on them die. 

This reduces the 
biodiversity of 

the environment.


