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= Podocarpus elongatus (Aiton) L Her. ex Pers.

Family: Podocarpaceae Nationaltreenr:15 Common name: Breede River yellowwood.

Usually a spreading shrub or small. rounded, evergreen tree up to 6 m high. The bark is smooth. grey to
brown, sometimes peeling off in long narrow strips. The leaves are narrow. briefly elongated with sharp tips.
grey-green and with visible white patches (stomata) on both sides. The leaves are spirally arranged and
crowded at the ends of the branchlets. The flowering and fruiting structures, called cones (male and
female), are borne on separate trees (dioecious). The male cones are about 25 » 3 mm and borne in clusters
inthe space between the base of the leaves and the stem (axillary clusters). The female cones are borne on
a single, 2-lobed swollen tip, called the receptacle, about 10 x 10 mm, which turn crimson-red, appearing
from January to May. One or two seeds are produced on each receptacle. The seeds are broadly elliptical
{ovalinshape), dark blue-green and about 7-10 mm long. They are eaten by smallmammals and birds
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Podocarpus falcatus (Thunb.) R.Br. ex Mirb. =

Family: Podocarpaceae Nationaltreenr:16 Common name: Outeniqua yellowwood.

Medium to large tree, up to 45 m high. The bark peels off in flakes in round or rectangular patches.
The leaves are spirally arranged, very narrow, elongated, somewhat sickle-shaped, twisted at the
base, with sharp or roundish tips, blue to yellow-green, about 30-50 x 3-5 mm and with visible
white patches (stomata) on both sides. The male and female flowering and fruiting structures
(cones), occur on different trees. The male cones are borne singly or in small groups in the space
between the base of the leaves and the stem (axillary clusters), They are brownish, occurring from
September to May and are about 10 » 3 mm. The female cones are borne singly but not on a
swollentip. The seeds are globose, yellow, about 15 mm in diameter, appearing from Decemberto
January. The fruits are eaten by bats, bushpigs and fruit-eating birds.
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= Podocarpus henkelii Stapf ex Dallim. & A.B.Jacks.

Family: Podocarpaceae Nationaltree nr: 177 Common name: Henkel's yellowwood.

Evergreen medium to large tree, up to 30 m high. The trunk is large and can reach over 1 m In
diameter. The bark is dark grey to pale grey-brown, peeling offin long strips. The leaves are spirally
arranged and crowded at the ends of the branchlets, drooping, bright green to bluish green and
glossy (shiny), long and slender, very narrowly egg-shaped (lanceolate-elliptic), tapering from
about the middle to the sharp tip, 60-300 x 10-13 mm and with visible white patches (stomata) on
the lower surface only. The male flowering structures, called cones. are borne singly or in small
clusters, about 30 x 4 mm and pink. The female flowering and fruiting structures, called cones, are
borne singly on a greenish tip (receptacle). The seed is large, round, about 25 mm in diameter,
olive greentoyellowish greenwhenripe
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Podocarpus latifolius (Thunb.) R.Br. ex Mirb. =

Family: Podocarpaceae Nationaltree nr:18 Common name: real yellowwood.

Medium to large tree, up to 30 m high. The wood is yellow, The bark is greyish, peeling off in long
strips. The leaves are spirally arranged and often crowded at the ends of the branchlets, held
horizontally, narrowly elliptic, 60-150 x 5-13 mm, glossy dark green but dull bluish in some areas
and with visible white patches (stomata) on the lower surface only. rarely few on the upper surface.
The flowering structures (cones) are borne in the space between the base of the leaves and the
stem (axillary). Male cones are borne singly or rarely in small groups, up to 50 x 5 mm, appearing
from July to September. The female cones are borne singly on a thickened, fleshy, bright red, pink
or reddish purple tip called the receptacle, about 10 mm long, from December to February. One or
sometimes two seeds are produced. They are round, about 15 mm in diameter, blue-green,
seldom tinged purplish. The sweet, ripe, berry-like receptacles are edible.
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= Boscia albitrunca (Burch.) Gilg & Gilg-Ben.

Family: Capparaceae National tree nr: 122 Common name: shepherd's tree.

Smallto medium tree, up to 7 m high. The tree is sturdy with a rounded crown. The bark is smooth
and white or whitish grey. The leaves are grey-green and leathery, arranged in clusters, very
narrowly upside-down egg-shaped to elliptic, 20-50 = 6-25 mm and have round tips. The flowers
are small, yellowish green, scented (aromatic) and borne in groups in the space between the base
of the leaves and the stem (axillary clusters). Flowers are borne from July to November. The fruit is
a berry, yellowish or pink, globose (ball-shaped) and 10 mm in diameter. Fruiting time: October to
December. It is a food source for various mammals such as giraffe, gemsbok and kudu, and also
forbirds. The roots of Boscia albitrunca are used as a substitute for coffee or chicory.
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Bosciaalbitrunca (Burch.) Gilg & Gilg-Ben.

Common names: shepherd's tree; witgal (Afrikaans);
mohldpi (Sepedil; siphiso (siSwati). xukutsi
(Xitsonga). motlhopi (Setswana). muthobi
(Tshivenda); umwithi tisiZulu).

Distribution and habitat

The shepherd's tree is widely distributed in the drier parts of
southern Africa, where rainfallis low. It occurs in Limpopo, Gauteng
North-West, Free State, Northern Cape and KwaZulu-Natal, Itisalso
found in Botswana, Swaziland, Zambia, Zimbabwe and
Mozambique

Meaning of name

Boscia - honours a French professor of agriculture, Louis AG. Bosc
(1777-1850)

albitrunca - means 'white stem’, referring to the whitish stem of the
species

Ecologyand uses

« Aftracts various pollinators, such as mammals, birds and
butterflies.

« Food source for various birds and mammals, such as giraffe,
gemsbok and kudu,

» Medicinaland magicalvalues

» Host plant for butterfly larvae (family Pieridae, the whites)

» Infusion of leaves used to treat eye infection in cattle

» Wood used for making household utensils

« Roots are pounded to make porridge and beer, also used as a
substitute for coffee or chicory.

» Rootdecoctionis used to treat haemorrhoids

Asagardentree
Boscia albitrunca is best propagated from shoot and root cuttings
The shepherd's tree is a hardy and drought-r
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Contact information

South African National Biodiversity Institute
Tel:+2712 8435000 -+ Website: www

SANBI Bookshop
Tel; +27 12 843 5104
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Let's conserve and be aware of the importance of forests!
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