
SALES ex PRIMARY PROCESSING PLANTS
BY VOLUME

Product Units Volume

‘000 m3/Tons

Sawn Timber m3 1,690

Pulp Tons 1,877

Wood Based Panel Products m3 685

Mining Timber Tons 365

Poles m3 276

Charcoal Tons 40

Chips / Mill Residues Tons 3,361

Firewood Tons 11

SALES ex PRIMARY PROCESSING PLANTS
BY VALUE

Product Rand Million % to Total

Sawn Timber 1,867 13.5%

Pulp 8,641.7 62.6%

Mining Timber 108.5 0.8%

Panel Products 594.7 4.3%

Poles 164.4 1.2%

Charcoal 101.0 0.7%

Chips / Mill Residues 1,508.1 11.0%

Other 820.7 6.0%

Total 13,806.8 100.0%

NOTE:     Sales of paper products are excluded

PRIMARY PROCESSING STATISTICS 2001/02

NUMBER OF PROCESSING PLANTS BY TYPE OF
PLANT AND INTAKE

Annual Roundwood Intake m3

0 - 20,000 - 50,000 - 100,000 - 200,000 + Total

Type of Plant 20,000 50,000 100,000 200,000

Number of Plants
Sawmills 55 20 13 7 3 98

Veneer Mills 4 1 0 0 0 5

Pulp, Paper & 

Board Mills 6 2 1 1 10 20

Mining Timber Mills 6 3 2 1 0 12

Pole Treating Plants 36 3 2 0 0 41

Match Factories 0 0 1 0 0 1

Charcoal Plants 3 0 0 2 0 5

Total 110 29 19 11 13 182

ROUNDWOOD INTAKE BY PRIMARY 
PROCESSING SECTOR

Type of Plant ‘000 m3 % 

Softwood Hardwood Total to Total

Sawmills/Veneer Mills 3,446 228 3,674 21.4%

Pulp, Paper &  Board Mills 3,178 9,109 12,287 71.5%

Mining Timber Mills 0 565 565 3.3%

Pole Treating Plants 112 249 361 2.1%

Match Factories 0 31 31 0.2%

Charcoal Plants 0 269 269 1.6%

Total Intake 6,736 10,451 17,187 100.1%

NOTE: No direct comparison between roundwood intake and sales from
plantations can be made, as excluded from the latter are imports of
roundwood as well as chips and other mill residues that form part of
the intake of pulp mills and charcoal plants.
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SALES ex PRIMARY PROCESSING PLANTS
BY VOLUME

Product Units Volume

‘000 m3/Tons

Sawn Timber m3 1,690

Pulp Tons 1,877

Wood Based Panel Products m3 685

Mining Timber Tons 365

Poles m3 276

Charcoal Tons 40

Chips / Mill Residues Tons 3,361

Firewood Tons 11

SALES ex PRIMARY PROCESSING PLANTS
BY VALUE

Product Rand Million % to Total

Sawn Timber 1,867.7 13.5%

Pulp 8,641.7 62.6%

Mining Timber 108.5 0.8%

Panel Products 594.7 4.3%

Poles 164.4 1.2%

Charcoal 101.0 0.7%

Chips / Mill Residues 1,508.1 11.0%

Other 820.7 6.0%

Total 13,806.8 100.0%

NOTE:   Sales of paper products are excluded

PRIMARY PROCESSING STATISTICS 2001/02

NUMBER OF PROCESSING PLANTS BY TYPE OF
PLANT AND INTAKE

Annual Roundwood Intake m3

0 - 20,000 - 50,000 - 100,000 - 200,000 + Total

Type of Plant 20,000 50,000 100,000 200,000

Number of Plants
Sawmills 55 20 13 7 3 98

Veneer Mills 4 1 0 0 0 5

Pulp, Paper & 

Board Mills 6 2 1 1 10 20

Mining Timber Mills 6 3 2 1 0 12

Pole Treating Plants 36 3 2 0 0 41

Match Factories 0 0 1 0 0 1

Charcoal Plants 3 0 0 2 0 5

Total 110 29 19 11 13 182

ROUNDWOOD INTAKE BY PRIMARY 
PROCESSING SECTOR

Type of Plant ‘000 m3 % 

Softwood Hardwood Total to Total

Sawmills/Veneer Mills 3,446 228 3,674 21.4%

Pulp, Paper &  Board Mills 3,178 9,109 12,287 71.5%

Mining Timber Mills 0 565 565 3.3%

Pole Treating Plants 112 249 361 2.1%

Match Factories 0 31 31 0.2%

Charcoal Plants 0 269 269 1.5%

Total Intake 6,736 10,451 17,187 100%

NOTE: No direct comparison between roundwood intake and sales from
plantations can be made, as excluded from the latter are imports of
roundwood as well as chips and other mill residues that form part of
the intake of pulp mills and charcoal plants.

DWAF

Abstract of 

South African         
Forestry Facts

for the Year 2001/2002
33.7%

25.8%
38.0%

2.5%

67.5%

5.3%

27.0%
19.5%

62.2%

18.3%

0.1%

Abstract of 

South African         
Forestry Facts

for the Year 2001/2002



NEW AFFORESTATION BY PROVINCE

Province New Afforestation (Hectares)
Private Public* Total % of Total

Limpopo 2,441 0 2,441 41.2%
Mpumalanga 545 0 545 9.1%
North West Province 0 0 0 0.0%
Gauteng 0 0 0 0.0%
Free State 0 0 0 0.0%
KwaZulu/Natal 2,798 0 32,798 47.3%
Eastern Cape 50 57 107 1.8%
Northern Cape 0 0 0 0.0%
Western Cape 25 5 30 0.5%
Total R.S.A. 5,859 62 5,921 100.0%

* Includes Safcol

NEW AFFORESTATION BY SPECIES OVER LAST 7 YEARS

Year New Afforestation (Hectares) % %
Softwood Hardwood Total Softwood Hardwood

1995/96 4,761 7,186 11,947 39.9% 60.1%
1996/97 4,239 6,950 11,189 37.9% 62.1%
1997/98 1,945 2,370 4,315 45.1% 54.9%
1998/99 2,549 2,342 4,891 52.1% 47.9%
1999/00 683 2,068 2,751 24.8% 75.2%
2000/01 1,713 3,816 5,529 31.0% 69.0%
2001/02 1,955 3,966 5,921 33.0% 67.0%
Total R.S.A. 17,845 28,698 46,543 38.3% 61.7%

ROUNDWOOD SALES FROM PLANTATIONS

Product By Volume ‘000 m3* By Value

Softwood Hardwood Total R million

Sawlogs & Veneer Logs 4,042 361 4,403 704.5

Pulpwood 3,127 7,452 10,579 2,404.6

Mining Timber 0 710 710 60.9

Poles 103 489 592 60.3

Other 55 280 335 35.9

Total 7,327 9,292 16,619 3,266.2

* Converted into m3 using Standard Industry Conversion Factors

PLANTATION AREA BY SPECIES / OWNERSHIP

Ownership 2001/02 Percent Percent
Species Private Public* Total Privately Publicly

Hectares Owned Owned
Softwood 380,417 326,788 707,205 53.8% 46.2%
E. grandis 244,994 35,829 280,823 87.2% 12.8%
Other gum 199,889 25,411 225,300 88.7% 11.3%
Wattle 102,401 4,286 106,687 96.0% 4.0%
Other 7,492 3,437 10,929 68.6% 31.4%
Total 935,193 395,751 1,330,944 70.3% 29.7%

PLANTATION AREA BY SPECIES / PROVINCE

Province Plantation Area (Hectares) % of Total
Softwood Hardwood Total Area

Limpopo 27,166 39,673 66,839 4.9%
Mpumalanga 325,225 220,524 545,749 40.2%
North West Province 0 107 107 0.0%
Gauteng 0 0 0 0.0%
Free State 0 0 0 0.0%
KwaZulu/Natal 164,738 364,694 529,432 39.0%
Eastern Cape 128,895 14,135 143,030 10.5%
Northern Cape 0 0 0 0.0%
Western Cape 69,636 3,091 72,727 5.4%
Total R.S.A. 715,660 642,224 1,357,884 100.0%

PLANTATION AREA BY PROVINCE / OWNERSHIP

Ownership 1999/00 Percent Percent
Province Private Public * Total Privately Publicly

Hectares Owned Owned
Limpopo 43,390 23,449 66,839 64.9 35.1%
Mpumalanga 419,141 126,608 545,749 76.8 23.2%
North West Province 0 107 107 0.0% 0.0%
Gauteng 0 0 0 0.0% 0.0%
Free State 0 0 0 00.0% 0.0%
KwaZulu/Natal 479,953 49,479 529,432 90.7 9.3%
Eastern Cape 36,508 106,522 143,030 25.5% 74.5%
Northern Cape 0 0 0 0.0% 0.0%
Western Cape 15,235 57,492 72,727 20.9% 79.1%
Total R.S.A. 994,227 363,657 1,357,884 73.2% 26.8%

* Includes Safcol

PLANTATION STATISTICS 2001/02
LAND UTILISATION COMPARISONS

Country Total Forestry % of Total

Area Area Area

Million ha Hectares

R.S.A. * 119.3 1,351,402 1.1%

Zimbabwe * 39.1 136,000 0.3%

European Union 313.1 90,799,000 29.0%

U.S.A. 957.3 287,190,000 30.0%

Canada 922.1 359,619,000 39.0%

Japan 37.7 25,259,000 67.0%

Russian Federation 1,707.5 785,450,000 46.0%

World 13,116.3 3,934,890,000 30.0%

* Plantation area only
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State (incl. Safcol)

Individuals/Partnerships/TrustsPrivate Companies

Municipalities

Plantation Area by Ownership 2002

0 1 2 3 4 6

Mpumalanga

KZN

Limpopo

W. Cape

Softwood Hardwood

0.50
0.06

0.35
0.31

3.48
3.19

2.05
5.41

E. Cape
0.94

0.32

5

WattleEucalyptusSoftwood Other

Plantation Area by Species 2002

Mining TimberSawlogsPulpwood Other

Total Roundwood Production ex
Plantations by Product 2002

Pulpwood Sawlogs Mining
Timber

Poles Other

Softwood Hardwood

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Composition of Roundwood
Production by Product 2002

Roundwood Production by Province
and Genera 2002

Total - 1,351,402 ha

Total - 1,351,402 ha Product
Total - 7.3 million m3 (softwood)
Total - 9.3 million m3 (hardwood)

Million m3

Total - 16.6 million m3 or 14.6 million tonsBillion Rand

1 2 3 4 5 6

PLANTATION STATISTICS 2001/02
LAND UTILISATION COMPARISONS

Country Total Forestry % of Total

Area Area Area

Million ha Hectares

R.S.A. * 119.3 1,351,402 1.1%

Zimbabwe * 39.1 136,000 0.3%

European Union 313.1 90,799,000 29.0%

U.S.A. 957.3 287,190,000 30.0%

Canada 922.1 359,619,000 39.0%

Japan 37.7 25,259,000 67.0%

Russian Federation 1,707.5 785,450,000 46.0%

World 13,116.3 3,934,890,000 30.0%

* Plantation area only

NEW AFFORESTATION BY PROVINCE

Province New Afforestation (Hectares)
Private Public* Total % of Total

Limpopo 2,441 0 2,441 39.3%
Mpumalanga 545 0 545 8.7%
North West Province 0 0 0 0.0%
Gauteng 0 0 0 0.0%
Free State 0 0 0 0.0%
KwaZulu/Natal 2,798 0 2,798 45.1%
Eastern Cape 165 229 394 6.3%
Northern Cape 0 0 0 0.0%
Western Cape 27 3 30 0.5%
Total R.S.A. 5,976 232 6,208 100.0%

* Includes Safcol

NEW AFFORESTATION BY SPECIES OVER LAST 7 YEARS

Year New Afforestation (Hectares) % %
Softwood Hardwood Total Softwood Hardwood

1995/96 4,761 7,186 11,947 39.9% 60.1%
1996/97 4,239 6,950 11,189 37.9% 62.1%
1997/98 1,945 2,370 4,315 45.1% 54.9%
1998/99 2,549 2,342 4,891 52.1% 47.9%
1999/00 683 2,068 2,751 24.8% 75.2%
2000/01 1,713 3,816 5,529 31.0% 69.0%
2001/02 1,955 4,253 6,208 31.5% 68.5%
Total R.S.A. 17,845 28,985 46,830 38.1% 61.9%

ROUNDWOOD SALES FROM PLANTATIONS

Product By Volume ‘000 m3* By Value

Softwood Hardwood Total R million

Sawlogs & Veneer Logs 4,042 361 4,403 704.5

Pulpwood 3,127 7,452 10,579 2,404.6

Mining Timber 0 710 710 60.9

Poles 103 489 592 60.3

Other 55 280 335 35.9

Total 7,327 9,292 16,619 3,266.2

* Converted into m3 using Standard Industry Conversion Factors
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PLANTATION AREA BY SPECIES / OWNERSHIP

Ownership 2001/02 Percent Percent
Species Private Public* Total Privately Publicly

Hectares Owned Owned
Softwood 449,931 255,287 705,217 63.8% 36.2%
E. grandis 254,735 41,141 295,876 86.1% 13.9%
Other gum 210,755 18,499 229,254 91.9% 8.1%
Wattle 108,198 4,299 112,497 96.2% 3.8%
Other 5,258 3,300 8,558 61.4% 38.6%
Total 1,028,877 322,526 1,351,402 76.1% 23.9%

PLANTATION AREA BY SPECIES / PROVINCE

Province Plantation Area (Hectares) % of Total
Softwood Hardwood Total Area

Limpopo 27,166 39,673 66,839 4.9%
Mpumalanga 325,225 220,524 545,749 40.4%
North West Province 0 107 107 0.0%
Gauteng 0 0 0 0.0%
Free State 0 0 0 0.0%
KwaZulu/Natal 164,738 364,694 529,432 39.2%
Eastern Cape 128,297 18,708 147,006 10.9%
Northern Cape 0 0 0 0.0%
Western Cape 59,792 2,478 62,269 4.6%
Total R.S.A. 705,218 646,184 1,351,402 100.0%

PLANTATION AREA BY PROVINCE / OWNERSHIP

Ownership 2001/02 Percent Percent
Province Private Public * Total Privately Publicly

Hectares Owned Owned
Limpopo 43,390 23,449 66,839 64.9% 35.1%
Mpumalanga 419,141 126,608 545,749 76.8% 23.2%
North West Province 0 107 107 0.0% 0.0%
Gauteng 0 0 0 0.0% 0.0%
Free State 0 0 0 0.0% 0.0%
KwaZulu/Natal 479,953 49,479 529,432 90.7% 9.3%
Eastern Cape 74,572 72,434 147,006 50.7% 49.3%
Northern Cape 0 0 0 0.0% 0.0%
Western Cape 11,821 50,448 62,269 19.0% 81.0%
Total R.S.A. 1,028,877 322,525 1,351,402 76.1% 23.9%

* Includes Safcol


