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Introduction 
• The development of the Norms and Standards is the foundation of 

the regulatory system established in terms of Section 7(1)(C) of the 

National Environmental Management: Waste Act , Act 59 of 2008. 

There are different types of Norms and Standards, namely:

❖ Norms and Standards for Storage of Waste, 2013.

❖Norms and Standards for Extraction, Flaring or recovery of Landfill 
Gas, 2013.



Introduction Cont…..
❖Norms and Standards for Scrapping or Recovery of Motor 

Vehicles, 2013.

❖Norms and Standards for the Sorting, Shredding, Grinding, 

Crushing, Screening or Bailing of General Waste, 2017.

❖Norms and Standards for Organic Waste Composting, 2020.

❖Norms and Standards for the treatment of Organic Waste 2022.



Purpose

• The purpose of the Norms and Standards is to:

❖Provide a uniform national approach relating to the management 

of waste facilities;

❖Ensure best practice in the management of waste facilities; and 

❖Provide minimum standards for the design and operation of the 

new and existing waste facilities.



Application for the N & S for Storage of 
waste

• Any person who stores storage facility with a capacity to store in 

excess of 100m3 of general waste and/ or 80m3 of hazardous 

waste.

• Storage facilities commenced or upgraded after coming into effect 

of the Norms and Standards.

• The Norms and Standards do not apply to the storage of general or 

hazardous waste in surface impoundments or lagoons.



Application for the N & S for the Sorting, 
Shredding, Grinding, Crushing, Screening 
or Bailing of General Waste.

• Applies to waste facility that has operational area of 1000m2 or 
more.

• Facility with less than 1000m2 must comply with the principle of 
duty of care (Section 28 of NEMA, 1998), and Section 16(1) and 
16(3) of NEM:WA. 



Application for the N & S for Extraction, 
Flaring or Recovery of Landfill Gas. 

• To a landfill gas extraction, flaring or recovery facility 
initiated, constructed or upgraded after the coming into 
operation of the standards; and

• Applicable throughout the Republic of South Africa. 



Application for N & S for Scrapping or 
Recovery of Motor Vehicles.
• Operational area must be in excess of 500m2.

• Standards are applicable throughout the country.



Application for N & S for Organic Waste 
Composting.
• Facility must have the capacity to process compostable waste 

in excess of 10 tonnes per day.

• Facility with less than 10 tonnes per day must align with 
applicable integrated waste management by-laws and comply 
with the principle of duty of care (Section 28 , NEMA , 1998)

• EMP  must be compiled & form part of the application.

• Approval of design plans, waste types & operational 
processes to be obtained from the authority. 

• Building plans approved by local authority must be submitted 
to the provincial authority.



Application for N & S for Organic Waste 
Composting Cont……..

• Authority has 90 days to process the application with all 
necessary documentation.

• Compost operator must notify the local authority 14 days 
prior to commencement of construction.



Application for N & S for treatment of 
organic waste.

• Facility that has a capacity to process 10 tonnes of organic waste per day.

• This Norms & standards do not apply to:

- Composting of organic waste

- Construction, operation and expansion of any organic waste treatment facility  

within :

a) the natural watercourse or within 200m of natural watercourse.

b) wetlands/floodplains



Application for N & S for treatment of 
organic waste Cont…..

c) estuaries , estuaries  functional zones or within 100m inland of the 

high-water mark of the sea.

d) that requires the removal of more than 300m2 of plant & animal 

species, listed as endangered / critically endangered in terms of NEM 

:Biodiversity Act, 2004. 



Application for N & S for treatment of 
organic waste Cont…..

- Construction, operation and expansion of organic waste treatment 

facility :

• in the area declared a protected area in terms of NEM: 

Protected Areas Act,2003.

• Ecosystem that is listed in terms of Section 52(1) of NEM:BA 

as threatened / in need of protection.



Registration requirements 
• A new waste facility must be registered with the CA 

within 90 days prior to the construction taking place.



Registration requirements Cont..



Registration requirements Cont..



Registration requirements Cont..



Registration requirements Cont..



Monitoring and inspection for storage 
facilities 
• Containers must be inspected for leaks , structural integrity and 

any sign of deterioration on a weekly basis.

• Registered engineer must inspect tanks containing hazardous 

waste once a year.

• Secondary containment system must be examined at least weekly.

• Ventilation system, pumps , emergency alarms and other 

mechanical system must be inspected on a weekly basis.



Auditing and Reporting  
• Internal audits must be conducted bi-annually for all Norms and Standards

except for organic waste composting which has to be conducted annually.

• Findings of the internal audit must be available for the external auditor.

• External audit must be conducted bi-ennially by an external auditor and the 

report must be submitted to the Director.

• Emergency incidents must be reported in terms of S30 of NEMA.

• The relevant responsible authority reserves the right to inspect waste 

management facilities at any given time.



Decommissioning

• Compile  and submit a rehabilitation plan for approval within a 

specified timeframe as indicated in the relevant Norms and 

Standards prior to the intended closure.

• The site must be rehabilitated according to the approved 

rehabilitation plan.

• The site must be rehabilitated to the satisfaction of the relevant CA.



Transitional Arrangements & Submission
• A person who lawfully operated a waste management facility for 

general and hazardous waste prior to and on the date of  coming 

into effect of these standards may continue with the activity for the 

duration stipulated in the licence/permit and after the expiry date of 

the licence/permit may register and comply with these standards.

• All applications for registration in terms of Norms & Standards must 

be submitted to Licensing@dffe.gov.za.

mailto:Licensing@dffe.gov.za


Mr Phumudzo Mavhunga

Email: pmavhunga@dffe.gov.za

Licensing 

Department of Environment,  Forestry and Fisheries

Tel: 012 399 9783     |     Mobile: 082  537 8341

Website: http://www.dffe.gov.za

Address: The Environment House, 473 Steve Biko Road, Arcadia, Pretoria, 0083 

THANK YOU!

mailto:pmavhunga@dffe.gov.za
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