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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1. BACKGROUND 

Public participation is an integral requirement of the National Environmental Management Act (Act 107 

of 1998) and the Environment Conservation Act (Act 73 of 1989).  The process followed has taken into 

account all aspects of public participation as stipulated in legislation. 

 

2. THE PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

2.1. PROCESS AND PURPOSE 

Public participation provides the opportunity for I&APs to participate on an informed basis. 

The primary purpose is to ensure that the relevant stakeholders within the EMF jurisdiction and 

interested and affected parties are informed about the EMF process, invite comments or inputs and 

identify relevant issues that need to be addressed in relation to the findings during the project phases. 

 

2.2. PURPOSE OF THIS REPORT 

The purpose of this report is to: 

 Provide a list of stakeholders and interested and affected parties (I&APs) (Appendix 1); 

 provide a list of people who attended focus group meetings;  

 provide a list of people who attended public open day meetings;   

 provide a list of meetings with stakeholders;  and 

 provide a report on comments, concerns and issues raised during the  process. 

 

3. INITIAL PHASE 

Meetings were held with district managers, government officials and important stakeholders on 18 

March, 19 March, 23 March and 24 March 2009 to introduce the project to the District Municipalities 

(DM) and to determine the relevant liaison persons at the DM offices. 

These meetings were attended by: 

 Ehlanzeni District Municipality 

C S Mabuza (DEA representative) 

T P Serite (IDP Coordinator) 

 Mopani District Municipality 

J Maifala (IDP Manager) 

A Makatu (DEA representative) 

 SanParks (Kruger National Park) 

Dr. T Gyedu-Ababio (Water Resources Manager) 

 Vhembe District Municipality 

M T Makumele (Municipal Manager) 

T E Lalumbe (Disaster management) 

I Raphalalani (DWA Limpopo) 

 Capricorn District Municipality 

Theo van Rooyen (Environmental Manager) 

 Waterberg District Municipality 

D S Mafa (Environmental Health Manager) 

G Nokeri (Department of Economic Development,  Environment & Tourism) 

 Limpopo Department of Economic Development, Environment & Tourism 

M Angliss (Specialist scientist) 

 

4. CREATING AWARENESS 

The aim of this phase was to inform I&APs of the project and how it would benefit the environment. 

Three sets of BID documents were prepared in order to inform participants of the EMF and were 

distributed to stakeholders, district municipal officials and I&APs.  Please refer to Appendix 2 for copies 

of the BIDs. 

5. PUBLIC SURVEY 

A questionnaire was prepared and the public was randomly asked to participate in a public survey.  

Approximately 100 questionnaires were completed in total from selected towns and settlements falling 

within the EMF study area.  Please refer to Appendix 3 for a copy of the questionnaire. 
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6. DISSEMINATING INFORMATION 

The aim of this process was to solicit inputs.  This was accomplished by means of: 

6.1. FOCUS GROUP MEETINGS 

Focus group meetings were held in order to discuss the EMF with stakeholders and to determine key 

issues, opportunities, constraints and the desired state as viewed from each group’s perspective. 

6.1.1. Conservation and tourism 

A meeting was held with the conservation and tourism groups on 7 July 2009 at St. Peter’s Anglican 

Church, in Tzaneen.  

The following key issues were raised: 

 Groundwater sufficiency to meet in the long term needs of society is questioned. 

 Sustainability was not being met.  Sustainable development was just words and EIA was simply 

rubberstamps as government only has a development growth at all cost approach, and it 

continues to push environmental costs to future generations. 

 Concerns over water sharing with Mozambique were pointed out. It was stated that international 

obligations towards Mozambique are not being honoured to the full extent and that water access 

to Mozambique should be guaranteed. 

 Ecological reserves need to be protected. There is a need for government to put in long term 

planning measures for ecological reserves.  Ecological reserves are regarded as a nice to have 

by authorities. The Department of Water Affairs don’t see the reserves as fixed assets. Reserves 

should be guaranteed. 

 Planning should be less short sighted and should have a long-term view. 

 Forestry takes up large amounts of water that can be better used to grow other higher value 

crops in the catchments and should therefore be phased out as far as possible. 

 Exclusion areas (in terms of NEMA 24(2)(c) must have adequate guidelines to ensure that it 

does not result in unacceptable runoff etc. 

 The issue of sewerage failures across the area is a major concern for water quality.  The 

Department of Water Affairs (DWA) must take responsibility as provinces and local authorities 

are unable to do it effectively. 

 

 

 

This meeting was attended by: 

Name Organisation – Representing 

N G Colleen SANBI 

L Perkins WESSA 

L Kanyane CDM 

A Ravele CDM 

R Morris Nikiwe 

A Monyepaoa Greater Sekuhukune District Municipality 

M Pheela LEDET 

P Claassen Environomics 

E Chembya Environomics 

S Johnston Sustainable Futures 
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6.1.2. Mining and industry 

A meeting was held with the mining and industry groups on 3 July 2009 at Sefapane Lodge in 

Phalaborwa as well as on 9 July 2009 at Middelburg District Municipality in Middelburg.  

The following key issues were raised: 

 Mining contributes to 85% of GDP of Phalaborwa, but it has a limited lifespan and will close 

down in 25 to 30 years. 

 Tourism on its own will not be enough to replace the income, as it offers only limited support. 

 What are the area’s current assets, and how will they change in the long term, especially when 

the mines are no longer there – that should be at the forefront of planning. 

 Water usage and allocation is the biggest concern of mining in the area. 

 Legislation is not managed efficiently – legislation is ahead of capacity in the institutions. 

 Water supply for mining in Burgersfort area needs to be ensured. 

 Mining needs another dam the size of the De Hoop Dam fairly soon (within 10 years). 

 The allocation policies of DWA are a high risk to mining – shortage of water supply may hit 

mining and industry the hardest and that will hamper development. 

 The lack of issuing water use licenses and clear direction in respect of the reserve is of concern 

to mining. 

 Institutional failure in terms of water use permits – users are not given the opportunity to comply 

with legislation. 

 Investors are put off by uncertainty created by indecision of government. 

 Burgersfort area has a long term up to 100 years (60 years + at least) life for the mining of 

platinum group metals. 

 Mining of platinum group metals are going to lead to huge increases in economic growth in the 

Limpopo Province. 

 Platinum mining processes are not very sensitive to water quality and can use polluted water 

from the Highveld coal mining activities. 

 Certain mines produce excess water of acceptable quality during certain times of the year that 

can be released back into the system fro re-use or to maintain ecological flow requirements, but 

the mines are currently prevented from doing so by DWA. 

 Policy certainty of government is needed to provide an environment that is conducive to 

investment decision-making. 

 Green corridors to connect natural areas through mining areas and township areas should be 

provided for by the planning authorities at the various levels. 

 DWAF has a view that agriculture does not use their water efficiently and that mining companies 

should negotiate with agriculture but the mining industry believes that DWAF must provide a 

water bank and should obtain excess water from agriculture and the release it back into the 

system to be used by mining and other demands. 

 Mines do not oppose the construction of wetlands as a possible mechanism to clean water, but it 

is questioned if the government will find the proposal acceptable and the sustainability of the 

wetlands in long term. 

 Abandoned mines are creating spillage into the river system and no one is responsible for that. 

This meeting was attended by: 

Name Organisation – Representing 

H Botes Umcebo Mining 

I Brink Joint Water Forum (Bigen Africa) 

N Pillay Shanduka Mining 

M Barnes Shanduka Mining 

M Mbhele Optimum Colliery 

L Nengovhela Optimum Colliery 

T van Tonder Anglo Platinum 

J Bierman Anglo Platinum 

A Nhlabathi Samancor Chrome 

H Booysen Samancor Chrome 

P Claassen Environomics 

S Taljaardt Environomics 

S Johnston Sustainable Futures 
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6.1.3. Agriculture 

A meeting was held with the agricultural groups on 10 July 2009 at Loskop Valley Lodge in Groblersdal.  

The following key issues were raised: 

 Government control bodies are toothless bulldogs.  They do not react to complaints.  Green/blue 

scorpions do nothing.  Institutional failure of government occurs at the implementation level – 

laws are good.  Agriculture feels powerless. 

 Issuing of mining and prospecting permits that ignores the rights (especially the above ground 

rights) of the landowners.  Prospecting occur without consent of farmers on productive land on 

which huge investments have been made. 

 Groblersdal and Marble Hall area is dependent on the quality of the water in the system.  

Continued pollution of the water will have devastating effects on export of agricultural produce.  

Eurogap has already identified the water quality of the area as problematic. 

 The requirements for obtaining water licenses for mines are not acceptable as mines are 

allowed start as long as they have applied for permits. 

 The decrease in the water quality of the Olifants River is significant.  There is especially concern 

about: arsenic level, DDT and other pollutants.  The medical community at Groblersdal (also 

represented at the meeting) is very concerned about the health impact of water on the 

population. 

 The purification of the water for Groblersdal is questioned.  There is a constant high level of 

chlorine in the local water that makes it almost undrinkable – many people buy drinking water. 

 Political will is not there to solve the problem.  As a result: 

- Food security will be affected  

- Food exports will end 

- We will be hungry 

- Epidemics will start to occur 

- Medical expenses will rise 

- Agricultural production will decline and eventually stop altogether. 

 Planning of infrastructure etc. is lacking in the area. 

 Air pollution e.g. the regular burning of the local waste dump in Groblersdal and especially the 

fallout is not acceptable. 

 Medical concerns (from a doctor) about health effects in the population.  Environmental pollution 

is the biggest contributor to declining health. 

This meeting was attended by: 

Name Organisation – Representing 

M Monakedi Department of Agriculture 

P Meiring B V Olifants 

D Moolman DLU 

H Laas Department of Agriculture : Mpumalanga 

J Minnaar Individual  

D Meyer TLV 

Kobie DLU 

Hendrik Groenewald Individual 

D Ferreira Loskop Irrigation 

P Claassen Environomics 

S Taljaardt Environomics 

S Johnston Sustainable Futures 
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6.1.4. Eskom 

A meeting was held with Eskom on 21 July 2009 at Megawatt Park Johannesburg.  

The following key issues were raised: 

 

 There is a need to also consider effects of the activities happening outside the boundary of 

the EMF as these activities may influence what happens inside the boundary. 

 It was suggested that provision be made through the different management zones to cater 

proactively for infrastructure serve corridors in the most sensible places.  A dedicated 

workshop will be held to investigate this issue further. 

 Some mines are facing severe water shortages as they do not have water use licenses. 

Eskom is dependent on coal from some of these mines.   

 Some mines have significant water within the mines.  DWA, however, does not allow for the 

necessary water transfer so as to utilise the underground water. 

Eskom indicated that desired state of the EMF will be important for Eskom in determining its policies to 

provide energy to the suggested management zones. 

This meeting was attended by: 

 

Name Organisation – Representing 

E Appleyard Eskom – PED 

J Mavhungu Eskom – CC&S 

A de la Ray Eskom – IARC 

E Grunewalt Eskom – Transmission 

M Reddy Eskom – PED 

T Matsoaboli Eskom – PED 

M Moremedi Eskom – PED 

T Singleton Eskom – GEM 

C Laing Eskom – SEI 

D Lucas Eskom 

S Zwane DEA 

P Claassen Environomics 

S Taljaardt Environomics 

E Chembeya Environomics 

 

6.2. PUBLIC OPEN DAYS 

Stakeholders and I&APs were invited to attend the public open days, where information was shared with 

the public in respect to the status quo, opportunities, constraints as well as the proposed management 

zones and the possible future state of the area. 

The dates and venues were as follows: 

3 August 2009 – Giyani Community Hall, Giyani 

4 August 2009 – Phalaborwa Municipality Activity Hall, Phalaborwa 

5 August 2009 – St. Peter’s Anglican Church, Tzaneen 

6 August 2009 – Tubatse Council Chambers, Tubatse Municipality, Burgersfort 

11 August 2009 – Middelburg Country Club, Middelburg 

12 August 2009 – Loskop Valley Lodge, Groblersdal 

 

The following key issues were raised: 

 A very big concern was expressed by the district authority in Mopani about activities that 

can contribute to economic growth due to the general lack of resources and frequent 

droughts. 

 The Mopani district needs closer cooperation with SanParks in order to derive the 

economic benefits from the Park and suggested that an entrance gate or exclusive lodges 

should be located in the Mopani area. 

 The farmers in the Tzaneen and Blyde River irrigation areas indicated that plantation 

forestry should be phased out so that more water can be made available for irrigated 

agriculture. 

 Irrigation farmers in the area are concerned that their water will be re-allocated to mining.  

They do, however, acknowledge that they can work efficiently with their water allocations 

and might be willing to sell some of it to mining companies, provided the price is right. 
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 The farmers in the Groblersdal area are concerned about the lack of adequate controls to 

prevent the pollution of irrigation water especially acid water drainage from abandoned 

coal mines. 

 There is great concern about the pressure that is being exerted by the expansion of 

commercial platforms onto the remaining grassland patches of the escarpment. 

 Concern was expressed about the potential negative impacts and especially the impacts 

on water availability if large bio-fuel projects are allowed in the area. 

 SanParks is concerned about both the quality and quantity of water that goes into the 

Kruger National Park.  

 SanParks is not open to discussion with the Mopani District Municipality about access to 

the Park and are instead concerned about activities of people in the area that 

compromises the integrity of the fence line. 

 The platinum mining groups remain concerned about the continued availability of enough 

water for their proposed future operations.  In this regard they made several proposals for 

obtaining additional water.  These are discussed in Section 4 of the draft EMF Report. 

These meetings were attended by: 

Date Name Organisation  

3 August 2009 G S Baloyi Giyani Traffic Department 

 M D Mkahri Mopani District Municipality 

 M J Maifala Mopani District Municipality 

 A I Makatu DEAT 

 P Claassen Environomics 

 L du Plessis MetroGIS 

 S Johnston Sustainable Futures 

4 August 2009 J Moller Foskor 

 L Desmet Phalaborwa Mining Company 

 V Mthombeni Ba-Phalaborwa Municipality 

 H S Marhule Ba-Phalaborwa Municipality 

 T Gyedu-Ababio SanParks (Kruger National Park) 

 J Wolhuter Public 

 P Claassen Environomics 

 L du Plessis MetroGIS 

 S Johnston Sustainable Futures 

5 August 2009 T J van Tonder Anglo Platinum 

 A J Venter LWGV 

 D Enslin Agri Letaba 

 A P Mkansi Provincial Treasury Department 

 P Claassen Environomics 

 L du Plessis MetroGIS 

 S Johnston Sustainable Futures 

6 August 2009 M M Malapane Department of Water Affairs 

 P Makgalele Tubatse Municipality 

 P Claassen Environomics 

 L du Plessis MetroGIS 

 S Johnston Sustainable Futures 

11 August 2009 A Nhlabathi Samancor Chrome 

 H Cornelissen Mintek 

 R Mulaudzi Mintek 

 H Botes Umcebo Mining 

 K Schmahr Distrik Landbou Unie 

 A Macdonald De Beers Group Services 

 Barrie Viviers Olifants River Lodge 

 P Claassen Environomics 

 L du Plessis MetroGIS 

 S Johnston Sustainable Futures 

12 August 2009 S van der Westhuizen SAPPI 
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 A Ramalisa Department of Water Affairs 

 A Prinsloo Distrik Landbou Unie 

 D Moolman Distrik Landbou Unie 

 K Marx WESSA 

 G Pasipavunda Greater Sekhukhune District 
Municipality 

 X Manganye Greater Sekhukhune District 
Municipality 

 P Meiring Groblersdal Distrik Landbou Unie 

 P Claassen Environomics 

 L du Plessis MetroGIS 

 S Johnston Sustainable Futures 

 

6.3. MEETINGS WITH STAKEHOLDERS 

A presentation was given on the project and the attendees were given the opportunity to raise their 

concerns. 

 

6.3.1. Meeting with SanParks (Kruger National Park) 

A meeting was held on 3 July 2009 with Dr. Thomas Gyedu-Ababio of SanParks (Kruger National Park) 

at Sefapane Lodge, Phalaborwa. 

 

The following issues were recorded: 

 The De Hoop Dam on the river course was over-allocated.  

 The proposed sugar cane plantation for bio-diesel was going to add on to the already existing 

problem of water accessibly and water deficiency in the area (Phalaborwa). 

 Water quality in the Phalaborwa area was a constraint and that government’s total failure needed 

to be addressed. The lack of water reserve on both local and international levels also needs 

serious attention by the government on both provincial and national levels.        

 

6.3.2. Meeting with the Department of Water Affairs (DWA) 

A meeting was held with T Nditwani and other senior officials of the Department of Water Affairs. 

The scope of the EMF as well as the ongoing proceedings on the Development of the Integrated Water 

Resources Management Plan for the Upper and Middle Olifants River Catchments were discussed. 

Despite the fact that the study is not completed yet, it is clear that water availability is a major 

development constraint across the whole of EMF area, as the available water is already over-allocated. 

The building of new or additional dams may make water available at different places, but will not 

increase the amount of water in the system.  Unless water can be used more efficiently to the extent 

that water becomes available for re-allocation, the only other option is to import water from other 

catchments or desalinate water from the sea. 

6.3.3. Meeting with Anglo Platinum 

A meeting was held on 14 September 2009 with T van Tonder, A van Dyk and B Bierman of Anglo 

Platinum. 

 

The following issues were recorded: 

Main points of concern on the mine’s side: 

 Construction of Richmond Dam; and 

 acquiring the polluted water from the coal mines in the Witbank/Middelburg area to use in the 

platinum mines. 

 

Important points raised during the meeting were as follows: 

 DWA has told the mines that they are waiting on the OLEMF before considering the approval of 

Richmond Dam even though the mines have performed several studies of their own. 

 The Department has stated that they wish local water to be used, yet argue against the proposal 

of the Richmond Dam, saying they want to build a larger dam. 

 The platinum mines are offering a solution to the polluted water problem created by the coal 

mines, yet DWA seems very hesitant to accept this proposal. 

 DWA says the mines should buy water from the farmers, however the mines disagree with this 

method. They view water allocation as the Government’s responsibility. The mines argue that 

farmers might stop farming and only sell their water as a means of income.  Should a food 

shortage arise, the mines will then be blamed. 
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 Water in the catchment area is already over allocated, and a re-allocation should potentially be 

considered. 

 Creating a completely free market for water is not a viable option as this has already failed in 

other countries. A market controlled by the government could be a solution. There may however 

be unintended unforeseen consequences. 

 Institutional failure on behalf of Government was highlighted. Wonderful laws but no capacity or 

competence to make sure they are enforced. 

 Water re-allocation is a potential logistic nightmare, as much of the water can simply not be 

accounted for and the department is not able to issue water permits.   

 Anglo Platinum is willing to get involved in water affairs, however it is their view that it is 

ultimately the government’s job to control the water and enforce the laws. 

 The Department is not always aware of what is actually occurring on ground level. 

 It will be necessary to bring all the separate interest groups to the same table to have an open 

discussion regarding the current situation in the OLEMF. 

6.3.4. Meeting with DEA, Air Pollution  

A meeting was held on 15 September 2009 with officials from the Department of Environmental Affairs. 

The following issues / requests were recorded: 

 

The Department of Environmental Affairs priority areas cover some parts of the OLEMF identified areas. 

Mr. Lukey mentioned that sections of the OLEMF might be incorporated in the air quality maps, and that 

Mr. Scott should be contacted in this regard. 

A study to determine the levels of arsenic in the Highveld area had been done. The study also includes 

an air quality profile as well as biomass emissions data (which indicate very high annual emissions 

levels). 

Another study on the impacts of power stations on water catchments in the Highveld area had been 

done by the Water Research Commission. Mr Scott will provide Environomics with the details.  

DEA is in the process of compiling air quality maps which would be completed by October 2009. These 

should be considered for inclusion in the EMF, if completed in time. 

Mr Lukey suggested that the OLEMF report should include an overlay indicating the priority air pollution 

areas. If possible, the area should have a political boundary that is the same as the one they use so as 

to include it in the planning process. He also indicated that DEA’s air quality maps use political 

boundaries for easy regulation implementations. The OLEMF report should at least include a paragraph 

on climate change and the major source of pollution.  

If the OLEMF report gets adopted by the Minister before the air quality maps are ready, then the maps 

can be included in the next updated EMF.  

The meeting was attended by: 

 

Ms. H Mafumo 
 

Ms. R Mudau 
 

Mr. G Scott 
 

Mr. P Lukey 
 

Mr. S Zwane 
 

Ms. M Phoshoko 
 

Ms. B Skhesana 
 

Mr. P Claassen (Environomics) 
 

Ms. E Chembeya (Environomics) 
 

6.3.5. Meeting with the Department of Water Affairs (DWA) 

A meeting was held with T Nditwani and other senior officials of the Department of Water Affairs on 1 

December 2009. 

The following notes were recorded: 

The mining groups had expressed their concern to DWA that the EMF is of too high a level to be of use 

in the decision-making process. 

 

Mr. Claassen gave an explanation as to the difference between a SEA and an EMF and why an EMF 

was the preferred choice. The EMF is a tool. It shows the implications of decisions and possible 

opportunity cost associated with the decisions, however, it cannot replace the role of officials in making 

decisions. It is there to assist by giving a better picture of the current state, context of the area and 

vision for the area. 

 

The concern of industry and mining about the time frames used in the EMF was noted. Mr. Claassen 

explained that the reason for using longer time frames than the “normal” time frames used in general is 

because the general time frames are too short to capture the long term sustainability issues. This is 
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especially true for environmental effects of plans, which often only manifest in 50 to 100 years from 

now. The longer time frames were supported by DWA. 

 

The issue that Provincial Growth and Development do not always take into account physical constraints, 

such as water availability into account when they plan was raised. It is hoped that the EMF will assist in 

giving a better perspective. 

 

The issue that there is a lack of capacity to manage any future conservation areas that may be created 

was raised during the discussion of the park expansion areas. 

 

The main point of discussion and purpose of the meeting was to determine whether or not the EMF 

meets the requirements of the project’s purpose. It was agreed that it did. The EMF will, however, not 

replace the need for EIA’s for specific development proposals. 

 

It was inquired as to how the EMF will align to the SDF’s and IDP’s of the various municipal areas within 

the EMF. Mr. Claassen proceeded to explain that the SDF’s and IDP’s have already been taken into 

account and a summary document on the SDF’s and IDP’s of the municipal areas has been included as 

a reference document to the main EMF Report. 

 

It was also inquired as to how the EMF will be made available for use. A poster is being designed that 

will have a map of the EMF area and a brief summary of the guidelines for each area and this will be 

distributed through the municipalities. The EMF Report, its supporting documents and GIS system will 

be made available on a DVD. A training session on the use of Arc Viewer in order to access the GIS 

system will be presented to interested officials in the second half of January. 

The meeting was attended by: 

 

Name  Organisation 

Ockie van der 
Berg 

DWA 

Sanet van 
Jaarsveld 

DWA 

Richard  DWA 

Tendani Nditwani DWA 

Kennedy Munduza DWA 

Peter van Niekerk DWA 

Paul Claassen Environomics 

Samantha 
Taljaardt 

Environomics 

 

7. COMMENTS RECEIVED ON THE DRAFT STATUS QUO, 
OPPORTUNITIES, CONSTRAINTS AND DESIRED STATE 
REPORT 

Local authorities, district municipalities, members of the Project Steering Committee, stakeholders and 

I&APs were informed that the draft report was available on the website address www.metrogis.co.za. 

 

Comments received were documented. See Appendix 4.  The comment period for this phase ended on 

21 August 2009.   

8. COMMENTS RECEIVED ON THE DRAFT EMF REPORT 

Stakeholders and I&APs were informed that the draft was available on the website address 

www.metrogis.co.za. 

Comments received were documented. See Appendix 5. The comment period for this phase ended on 

30 November 2009.
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9. APPENDICES 

 

APPENDIX 1: STAKEHOLDER AND I&AP DATABASE 

APPENDIX 2: BACKGROUND INFORMATION DOCUMENTS  

APPENDIX 3:  QUESTIONNAIRE 

APPENDIX 4:  COMMENTS RECEIVED ON THE DRAFT STATUS QUO, 

OPPORTUNITIES, CONSTRAINTS AND DESIRED STATE REPORT 

APPENDIX 5: COMMENTS RECEIVED ON THE DRAFT EMF REPORT 
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EMF FOR THE OLIFANTS AND LETABA RIVERS CATCHMENT AREAS : STAKEHOLDER 

AND I&AP DATABASE                                               APPENDIX 1 

Department / 
Organisation 

Contact Person Contact No. Email Address / Fax 
Number 

Postal Address 

SanParks (Kruger 
National Park) 

Dr Thomas 
Gyedu-Ababio 

013 735-3515                    
cell 082 
9087729 

gyedu-ababio@eurotel.co.za or 

   thomasga@sanparks.org  

DWAF A Ramalisa 082 872 2774 RamalisaA@dwaf.gov.za  

DWAF M M Malapane 082 879 7952 malapane@dwaf.gov.za  

DWAF Donald Mabadah 083 6336631 mabadah@dwaf.gov.za  

DWAF Martha Komape  komapem@dwaf.gov.za  

DWAF Mamogala 
Jennifer Kadiaka 

083 492 9690 KadiakaM@dwaf.gov.za  

DWAF Tolmay Hopkins 082 808 2692 HopkinsT@dwaf.gov.za  

DWAF Patrick Ntabeni 013 932-2042                    
cell 072 363 
4861 

NtabenP@dwaf.gov.za  

DWAF Johann van 
Aswegen 

082 8074198 VaswegJ@dwaf.gov.za  

DWAF Ockie van der 
Berg 

012 336-8613 vdbergp@dwaf.gov.za  

Endangered Wildlife 
Trust 

Claire Taylor 011 486-1102 clairet@ewt.org.za  

SANBI N G Colleen 071 6861975  Nemadodzi@sanbi.org  

SANBI Crystal Maize 012 843-5234 maize@sanbi.org  

SANBI Chris Willis 012 843-5200 willis@sanbi.org  

SANBI Collin Silima  Nemadodzi@sanbi.org  

WESSA Luke Perkins 083 388 3861 lperkins@wessanorth.co.za 

WESSA Garth Barnes  gbarnes@wessanorth.co.za 

WESSA Karin Marx  kmarx@wessanorth.co.za  

WESSA Malcolm Suttill 013 656-5932 Malcolms@lantic.net  

ESKOM Dave Lucas 011 800 4514 dave.lucas@eskom.co.za  

Provincial 
Department of 
Conservation : 
Mpumalanga 

Ms Tamlyn Scurry 013 759 5300 tamlyn@mtpa.co.za  

Provincial 
Department of 
Tourism : 
Mpumalanga 

Ms. Mathilda van 
Niekerk 

015 759-9077 mathilda.vanniekerk@mbombela.gov.za 

Provincial 
Department of 
Tourism : Limpopo 

Ms. Christel Nel 013 243-2253 infomid@iafrica.com  

Provincial Tourism 
Board : 
Mpumalanga 

Mr. Ruben 
Ngwenya 

013 752-7001 ruben@mtpa.co.za  

Provincial Tourism 
Board : Limpopo 

Ms. L Tshabalala 013 750-2136 lulamat@golimpopo.com  

Provincial Heritage 
Agency : 
Mpumalanga 

Mr. Godfrey 
Tshivhalavhala 

013 752-2884 gtshivhalavhala@mp.sahra.org.za 

Provincial Heritage 
Agency : Limpopo 

Ms. P Ramalamula 015 291-1804 pramalamula@lp.sahra.org.za 

Letaba Water Mr. Louis van 
Rooyen 

015 307-2651 lwgv@absamail.co.za  

Olifants River 
Forum 

Mariaane 
Niewoudt 

082 807 4198 matrixpr@ananzi.co.za  

SAFCOL     
Komatiepoort 
Forests 

Piet Bezuidenhout 012 481-3641 pbez@safcol.co.za  

AGRICULTURAL UNIONS    

Agri Limpopo Dr. Theo de Jager 082 3322110 cdpalms@mweb.co.za  

Transvaal 
Agricultural Union 

Wilma Prinsloo 015 297-3749 wilma@ntlu.co.za  

Transvaal 
Agricultural Union 

Retha Gibbons / 
Piet Kent 

017 819-4387 tlu@axxess.co.za  

SAPPI South Africa Sakkie van der 
Westhuizen 

011 407-8111 sakkie.vdwesthuizen@sappi.com 

MONDI South Africa Chris Burchmore 033 897 4000 chris.burchmore@mondigroup.co.za 

DME Connie Kobe  motlatso.kobe@dme.gov.za 

Limpopo Dept. of 
Agriculture 

S E Ntsoane 015 294-3000 015 294-4504  

Limpopo Dept. of 
Agriculture 

M Monakedi  monakedimodige@agri.limpopo.gov.za 

University of 
Limpopo 

Prof. Antonette Jooste joostea@nl.ac.za  

LEDET (IT Section) Vincent Egan  eganvt@ledet.gov.za  

 Edward Mabogo  mabogoe@ledet.gov.za  

LEDET M Pheela  manokoma@ledet.gov.za  

Limpopo Premier's 
Office GIS 

Genock Mnisi  mnisig@premier.limpopo.gov.za 

Minerals and 
Energy   

Director-General 
Sandile Nogxina 

012 679-9140 sandile.nogxina@dme.gov.za 

Regional Manager 
:Mineral Regulation-
Gauteng 

Susan Malebe 011 358-9700 mmadikeledi.malebe@dme.gov.za 

Regional Manager 
:Mineral Regulation-
Mpumalanga 

Andre Cronje 013 656-1448 andre.cronje@dme.gov.za Private Bag X7297, 
Witbank, 1035.  
SARS Building, Paul 
Kruger & Botha Ave. 
Witbank 

Regional Manager 
:Mineral Regulation-
Limpopo   

Constance Kobe 015 287-4703 motlatso.kobe@dme.gov.z
a 

Private Bag X9467, 
Polokwane, 0700.  
101 Dorp Street, 
Polokwane 

Chief Director: 
Mineral Regulations 

Levy Rapoo 012 317-8424 012 317-8604  

Director - Licensing 
& Legal Compliance 

Dave Richards  012 320-4268  

Department of 
Trade & Industry 

Mandisi Mpahlwa 0861 843384 mandisi@dti.gov.za  

Council for 
Geoscience 

CEO.Thibedi 
Ramotja 

012 841-1911 ramontja@geoscience.org.za 

CSIR-Mining 
Technology 

Declan Vogt 011 358-0213 dvogt@csir.co.za  

Eskom CEO:Jacob 
Maroga 

011 800-3161 jacob.maroga@eskom.co.za 

Mine Health and 
Safety Council 

CEO:Pontsho 
Maruping 

011 348-9180 pmaruping@mhsc.org.za  

Mintek Mr. Herman 
Cornelissen 

011 709-4926 HermanC@mintek.co.za  
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Mintek R Mulaudzi 011 709-4459 ratshelingwam@mintek.co.za 

PetroSA Mr. Mziwoxolo 
Bovana 

021 929 3263 mziwoxolo.bovana@petro
sa.co.za 

Private Bag X5, 
Parow, 7499 

Necsa CEO:Rob Adam 012 305-4222 Rob.Adam@necsa.co.za  

IDC CEO:Geoffrey 
Qhena 

011 269-3279 makuenar@idc.co.za  

South African 
Diamond and 
Precious Metals 
Regulator  

CEO:Louis 
Selekane 

011 334-8986 louiss@sadpmr.co.za  

National Nuclear 
Regulator  

CEO:Guy 
Clapisson 

012 674-7187 gclapiss@nnr.co.za  

Chamber of Mines 
of SA 

CEO:Mr Diliza    011 498-7100 emarr@bullion.org.za  

Copper 
Development 
Association  

MD:Bob 
Kempthorne 

011 824-3712 bobkempthorne@copper.co.za 

Ferro Alloy 
Producers 
Association  

MD:Dave Carson 011 298-9417 dave@seifsa.co.za  

S.A. Stainless Steel 
Development 
Association 

CEO:Tim Raaff 086 1727732 fax 011 883-0183  

The South African Nuclear Energy  Corporation  P O Box 582, 
Pretoria, 0001 

Anglo Coal Duane 
Macpherson 

013 691 5195 Dmacpherson@anglocoal.co.za 

Anglo Coal Keron Gumede  Kgumede@coal.anglo.co.za 

Anker Coal and 
Mineral Holdings SA 

Sonita 013 282 6226 sonita@ankercoal.co.za  

Asambeni Mining Johan van der 
Colff 

082 612 4651 jvdc@live.co.za  

CIC Energy 
Corporation SA 

Anelise Taljaard 011 305-1810 anelise.taljaard@cicenergy.com 

Coal of Africa 
Limited SA 

Collin Gordon 011 785-4518 cgordon@coalofafrica.co.za 

Colliery Dust 
Control Services 
(Pty) Ltd 

B Johnstone 011 363-1543 bjohnstone@cleanair.co.za 

Eyesizwe Coal (Pty) 
Ltd 

Charl Nolte 012 307-3220 charl.nolte@exxaro.com  

Eyesizwe Mining   nobantud@eyesizwe.co.za 

Total Coal Holdings 
SA (Pty) Ltd 

William Seabi 012 441-6857 william.seabi@coal.total.co.za 

Highveld Steel Yolandi 
Bezuidenhout 

013 690-8880 yolandib@hiveld.co.za  

Worldwide Coal Olga Viljoen 013 690-3450 olga@worldwidecoal.com  

Jonah Coal Danie Jacobs 011 656-1304 danie.jacobs@sentula.co.za 

Keaton Energy 
Holdings Ltd 

James Duncan 011 880-3924 james@rair.co.za  

Khutala Colliery Patience 
Nchabeleng 

013 648-5008 patience.nchabeleng@bhpbilliton.com 

Kleinkopje Colliery Janel Hayes 082 418 8505 jhayes@anglocoal.co.za  

Koornfontein 
Colliery 

Ernest Ferreira 013 295-5364 ernest.ferreira@siyandacoal.co.za 

Landau Colliery 
Ango Coal 

Cindy Taljaard  ctaljaard@anglocoal.co.za  

Optimum Colliery Vik Cogho 013 296-5093 vik.cogho@optimumcoal.com 

Sasol Mining C Brand 017 610-4722 christi.brand@sasol.com  

Sekoko Resources Andy  011 706 3542 andyj@sekoko.co.za  

Tshikondeni Coal 
Mine 

Stales Konig 015 966 5047 stals.konig@exxaro.com  

Wescoal Holdings 
Ltd 

Piet  piet@wescoal.com  

Wescoal Mining Tony  tony@wescoal.com  

Xstrata South Africa H Williams  hwilliams@xstrata.co.za  

Anglo Platinum Dean Pelser  dpelser@angloplat.com  

Anglo American Sharon Gun-Path  sgunpath@angloamerican.co.za 

ARM Platinum Mark Brasler  mark.brasler@arm.co.za  

Anooraq Resources Bava Reddy  bava@anooraqresources.co.za 

ASA Metals Adolf Munyai  amunyai@asametals.co.za 

Assmang Silas Hlapolosa  silashl@dwarsrivier.co.za  

Barplats Mines Ltd Dave Marsdens  dmarsden@barplats.co.za  

Corridor Mining 
Resources 

Naniki Rampedi  rampedin@limdev.co.za  

Chromex Mining Nigel Wyatt  nwyatt@chromexmining.co.uk 

Ivanhoe Nickel & 
Platinum Ltd 

Tobie Ferreira  tobief@ivanplats.com  

Kumba Iron Ore Hennie 
Duvenhage 

 hennie.duvenage@kioltd.com 

Lonmin Platinum Charl Klopper  charl.klopper@lonmin.com  

Modikwa Platinum 
Mine 

Jan Vermaak  j.vermao2@amplats.co.za  

Northam Platinum 
Ltd 

Orelia Pretorius  orelia.pretorius@norplats.co.za 

Pan Palladium (Pty) 
Ltd 

Jarred Niehaus  jarrad.niehaus@pacific.net.sg 

Platreef Resources Dennis Cowen  dcowen@global.co.za  

Samancor Chrome Anton Fourie  anton.fourie.af@samancorcr.com 

Umnotho Wesizwe 
Resources 

Ballim Sivalingum  ballins@uwsg.co.za  

Ekurhuleni 
Metropolitan 
Municipality 

Elsabeth van der 
Merwe 

011 456-0015 vdmerwee@ekurhuleni.com 

Gauteng 
Department of 
Agriculture, 
Conservation and 
Environment 

Pirate Ncube 011 355-1900 pirate.ncube@gauteng.gov.za 
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Interested & Affected Parties 

Nikiwe Rob Morris 082 802 0831 rob@nikiwe.co.za  

The SA Avocado Growers Association + Capespan + 
SA Mongo Growers Association 

info@subtrop.co.za  

Tea Factory (Pty) 
Ltd. 

 015 307-3120 info@sapekoe.co.za  

Banana Growers Association  bgasa@ifrica.co.za  

Tzaneen Local 
Municipality 

Henk Mienie 015 307-8291 henk.mienie@tzaneen.gov.za 

TLU SA North Marie Helm 015 297-3749 marie@ntlu.co.za  

Foskor F Ghayke 073 788 1898 015 789 2604  

Foskor Adolf Delport 015 789-2394 adolfd@foskor.co.za  

Foskor J Moller 015 789-2433 jacquesm@foskor.co.za  

Iliso House Terry Baker 012 685-0900 / 
0824551157 

terry@iliso.com  

Pretoria Department of Agriculture   Private Bag X 250, 
Pretoria, 0001 

Polokwane 
Provincial Treasury 

A P Mkansi  mkansiap@limtreasury.go
v.za 

Private Bag X 
9486, Polokwane, 
0700 

Polokwane Dept. of Public Works   Private Bag X 
9490, Polokwane, 
0700 

Polokwane Dept. of Local Government and Housing  Private Bag X 
9485, Polokwane, 
0700 

Polokwane Dept. of Education   Private Bag X 
9489, Polokwane, 
0700 

Polokwane Dept. of Health and Social Development  Private Bag X 
9530, Polokwane, 
0700 

Polokwane Dept. of Safety, Security and Liaison  Private Bag X 
9492, Polokwane, 
0700 

Polokwane Department of Sports, Arts and Culture  Private Bag X 
9549, Polokwane, 
0700 

Polokwane Dept. of Roads and 
Transport 

  Private Bag X 
9491, Polokwane, 
0700 

Department of Agriculture, 
Conservation and Environment 

011 355-1900  P O Box 8769, 
Johannesburg, 
2000 

Umcebo Mining Helette Botes 082 748 4636 helette@umcebomining.co.za 

Umcebo Mining Sunil Mangaroo  sunil@umcebomining.co.za 

Anglo Platimum Theuns van 
Tonder  

082 564 3750 theunsvt@angloplat.com  

Anglo Platimum Bertus Bierman 083 455 7109 bbierman@angloplat.com  

CDM K Lwaleng 082 371 9768 015 633-6896  

CDM A Ravele 071 686 5002 ravelea@cdm.org.za  

LEDET M Pheeko 082 801 1485 manokoma@ledet.gov.za  

JWF (Bigen Africa) I Brink 083 3900 351 ilma.brink@bigenafrica.com 

Samancor Chrome H Booysen 082 417 3889 heather.booysen@samancorcr.com 

Samancor Chrome A Nhlabathi 072 547 6779 aubrey.nhlabathi2@samancorcr.com 

Optimum Coal L Nengovhela 071 677 9370 lucas.nengovhela@optimumcoal.com 

Optimum Coal M Mbhele 082 319 0259 mbali.mbhele@optimumcoal.com 

Shanduka Coal N Pillay 074 697 5055 jc.pillay@shanduka.coal.com 

Shanduka Coal M Barnes 083 777 5191 michael.barnes@shandukacoal.com 

Limpopo Dept. of 
Agriculture 

M Modige 082 463 7943 monakedimodige@agric.limpopo.gov.za 

BV Olifants P Meiring 082 555 9563 lamapibi@lantic.net  

Distrik Landbou 
Unie 

A Prinsloo 082 443 3863 ixia@vodamail.co.za  

Distrik Landbou 
Unie 

D Moolman 082 453 1318 daanmoolman@vodamail.co.za 

Distrik Landbou 
Unie 

Kobie 082 822 1838 013 245-1258  

Agri Mpumalanga Hennie Laas 082 401 0868 hennie@askit.co.za  

Individual Dr. Johan Minnaar 082 577 7837 lizminnaar@lantic.net  

TLV D Meyer 082 822 2491 deemma@vodamail.co.za  

Individual Ds H Groenewald 082 956 9106 dsgroene@lantic.net  

Loskop Irrigation D Ferreira 082 927 1219 dferreira@ctecg.co.za  

Mpumalanga Dept. 
of Conservation 

Mr. C Ndabeni 013 759 5304 cndabeni@mtpa.co.za  

Limpopo Dept. of 
Conservation 

Mr. M Sehlapelo 015 293-8561 sehlapelom@ledet.gov.za  

Birds of Prey 
Working Group 

Mr. A Botha 011 486 1102 andreb@ewt.org.za  

Individual Mr. Michael 
Meiring 

083 443 3176 fire.fox.26@hotmail.com  

Giyani Traffic 
Department 

G S Baloyi 015 811-5500 015 812-2068  

DEAT A I Makatu 072 235 7509 amakatu@deat.gov.za  

Phalaborwa Mining 
Company 

L Desmet 082 568 6769 linda.desmet@riotinto.com 

Individual J Wolhuter 082 850 2531 wolhuterbryden@gmail.com 

Individual A J Venter 082 680 7000 lwgv@absamail.co.za  

Agri Letaba D Enslin 083 627 1199 zz3@telkomsa.net  

De Beers Group 
Services 

Andrew 
Macdonald 

083 458 4240 andrew.macdonald@debeersgroup.com 

Olifants River 
Lodge 

Barrie Viviers 083 266 3817 olirivlo@mweb.co.za  
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EMF FOR THE OLIFANTS AND LETABA RIVERS CATCHMENT AREAS : 
STAKEHOLDER & I&AP DATABASE      APPENDIX 1 

Local Municipalities (Northern Province) 

Municipality City / Town Manager or                      
IDP Manager 

Contact No. 
Municipality 

Manager 
Contact No. 

Email Address 

Makhuduthamaga Mr. J Thamaga 013-265 1262 fax 013-265 
1262 

no email 

Elias Motsoaledi Mr. L Kabini 013-262 3056 013-262 3056 lkabini@emlm.co.za 

Greater Tubatse Mr. S P Malepeng 013-231 7815 013-231 7815 spmalepeng@tubatse.go
v.za 

Greater Tubatse Mr. P Makgahla 072 149 8360  pmakgahla@tubatse.gov
.za 

Greater Giyani Mr. S L Mabunda 015-811 5500 015-811 5542 mabundasl@greatergiya
ni.gov.za 

Greater Letaba Mr. C Molokomme 015-309 9246 015-309 9246 molokomme@webmail.c
o.za 

Greater Tzaneen (Town) Mr. M Mangena                                          
(IDP) Mrs F Mashianoke 

015-307 8000/1411 015-307 8322                                 
015-307 8002 

mabakane.mangena@tz
aneen.gov.za  
faith.mashianoke@tzane
en.gov.za 

Ba-Phalaborwa Mr. T Ngobeni 015-780 6302 015-780 6304 samngo@webmail.co.za 

Ba-Phalaborwa Mr. V Mthombeni 015- 780 6424  vmthombeni@gmail.com 

Maruleng Mr. A Shabangu 015-793 2237/2409 015-793 2237 shabangua@maruleng.g
ov.za 

Thulamela Mr. N Madi 015-963 1409 015-962 7649  
fax 015-962 
4020 

no email 

Makhado Mr. P Sidimela 015-516 0212 015-519 3026 patricks@makhado.co.z
a 

Molemole Mr. R Maleta 015-501 0243 015-501 0256  
fax 015-501 
0419 

no email 

Polokwane Ms. T Phooko 015-290 2100/000 015-290 2117   tebogop@polokwane.go
v.za 

Lepelle-Nkumpi Mr. T Mphahlele 015-633 4500 015-633 4543 tshepo.mphahlele@lepel
le-nkumpi.gov.za 

Mookgopong Mr. P Masetlha 014-743 6600 014-743 6672 masetlhap@gmail.com 

Modimolle Miss N Hoaeane 014-718 2000 078 7979849 / 
083 449 4115 

nankih@modimolle.gov.z
a 

Bela-Bela Mr. M Ndlovu 014-736 8000 014-736 8000 mxolisin@belabela.co.za 

Mogalakwena Mr. M P Mashotja 015-491 9600 015-491 9852 shueus@mogalakwena.
gov.za 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

    

District Municipalities (Northern Province) 

Municipality City / Town Manager or                      
IDP Manager 

Contact No. 
Municipality 

IDP Manager 
Contact No. 

Email Address 

Mopani Mr. M J Maifala 015-811 6300 015-811 6300 maifalamj@mopani.gov.
za 

 M D Mkhari 084 239 0365  mkharid@mopani.gov.za 

 Henk Mienie   Henk.mienie@tzaneen.g
ov.za 

Vhembe Mr. T Maphiswana 015-962 4231 015-960 2058  
082 453 6485 

maphiswanat@vhembe.
gov.za 

 I Raphalalani   raphalanii@dwaf.gov.za 

 T D Malotsha   tmalotsha@deat.gov.za 

 T E Lalumbe   lalumbet@vhembe.gov.z
a 

Capricorn Mr. R Muligwe 015-294 1000 015-294 1261  
082 415 7986 

idp@cdm.org.za 

 Theo van Rooyen   environment@cdm.org.z
a 

Greater 
Sekhukhune 

Mrs. A Monyepao 013-262 7300  monyepaoa@sekhukhun
e.co.za 

 M S Makunyane (MM)   mokones@sekhukhune.
co.za 

 A R Mangoatoa   mangoatoa@sekhukhun
e.co.za 

 G Pasipavunda 013 262 4633  pasipavundag@sekhukh
une.co.za 

 X Manganye 013 262 4633  manganyex@sekhukhun
e.co.za 

 B Molefe   molefeb@sekhukhune.c
o.za 

Waterberg Mr. P Molebaloa 014-718 3300 014-718 3356 pmolebaloa@waterberg.
gov.za 

 D S Mafa   dmafa@waterberg.gov.z
a 

 Phathu Siebe   psiebe@waterberg.gov.z
a 

 G Nokeri   nokerig@ledet.gov.za 
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EMF FOR THE OLIFANTS AND LETABA RIVERS CATCHMENT AREAS : 
STAKEHOLDER & I&AP DATABASE                         APPENDIX 1 

Local Municipalities (Mpumalanga) 

Municipali
ty 

City / Town City / Town Manager or 
IDP Manager 

Contact No. 
Municipality 

Manager 
Contact No. 

Email Address or Fax 
No. 

Albert 
Luthuli  

Carolina Mr. D R Mango (MM)                           
Jerry Thulare (IDP) 

017-844 1417 017-843 
1055                                   
017-801 
3640 

mm@albertluthuli.gov.
za   
jthulare@msukaligwa.
gov.za 

Msukaligw
a 

Ermelo Mr. Jan Bouwer (IDP)                               
Mr. Thusi Kubheka (MM) 

017-819 2892 017-801 
3605                              
017-801 
3505 

jbouwer@msukaligwa.
gov.za  
tkubheka@msukaligw
a.gov.za 

Govan 
Mbeki 

Secunda Mr. Themba Phungaayo 
(IDP)                    Dr. 
Mathunyane (MM) 

017-620 6000 017-620 
6045                              
017-620 
6279 

themba.ph@govanmb
eki.co.za 

Delmas Delmas Mr. Steven Ngubeni (MM)                    
Jeffrey Kgare (IDP) 

013-665 6000                 
072 9281711 

013-665 
6006    fax 
013-665 
2912 

ngubenis@vodamail.c
o.za 

Greater 
Marble Hall 

Marble Hall Mr. S R Monakedi 013-261 1151 013-261 
1151 

rmonakedi@marblehal
l.gov.za 

Emalahleni Witbank Mr. A M Langa (MM)                     013-690 6208 013-690 
6208                          
013-249 
7007 

langaam@emalahleni.
gov.za        

Steve 
Tshwete 

Middleburg Mr. W Fouche (MM)                             
Ms. B Maleka (IDP) 

013-249 7000 013-249 
7263                               

mmoffice@stevetshwe
telm.gov.za     
bmaleka@stevetshwet
elm.gov.za 

Emakhaze
ni 

Belfast Mr. Oscar Nkosi (MM)                      
Moshoza Malaza (IDP) 

013-253 1121 013-253 
1121 

onnkosi@emakhazenil
m.co.za     
malazam@emakhaze
nilm.co.za 

Thembisile Empumalan
ga 

Mr. K Mahlangu 013-986 9100 013-986 
9100   

mahlangu.kt@thembisi
lelm.gov.za 

Dr. J S 
Moroka 

Siyabuswa Ms Monica Mathebela 
(acting MM)    Mr. Donald 
Mahlangu (Acting IDP)  
Mr. Isaak Moshoadiba 
(MM) 

013-973 1270 013-973 
1270                                
013-235-
7004 

fax 013 973-0974   
imm@thabachweu.org
.za 

Thaba 
Chweu 

Lydenburg Mr. M Mkhonto 013-235 7000 013-235 
7008 

mmkhonto@thabachw
eu.org.za 

Bushbuckridge Mr. C Lisa (MM)                                        
Mr. Dennis Chabane (IDP) 

013-799 1851 013-799 
1851                                   
fax 013-799 
2107 

lisac@bushbuckridge.
gov.za 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     

District Municipalities (Mpumalanga) 

Municipali
ty 

City / Town City / Town Manager or 
IDP Manager 

Contact No. 
Municipality 

Manager 
Contact No. 

Email Address or Fax 
No. 

Gert 
Sibanda 

Secunda Mr. A Ngcobo (MM) 017- 620 3000 013- 620 
3121 

centrec@gsibande.go
v.za 

  Mr. Raputsoa (IDP)  013- 620 3082 

Nkangala Middelburg Mr. Themba Phintshane 
(IDP) 

013-249 
2039/40 

013- 249 
2040 

phintshanet@nkangal
adm.org.za 

  T C Makola (MM)    
  Ntekele Risimati 013-249-2004/38 ntekelefr@nkangalad

m.org.za 
  B L Mathe   matheb@nkangaladm.

org.za 
  Vusi Mahlangu   mathlangumv@nkang

aladm.org.za 

Ehlanzeni Nelspruit Mr. Hugh Mpatha (MM) 013-759 8500 013-759 
8656 

fax 013- 752 5346 

  Thembisile Serite (IDP Coordinator) 013-759 
8625 

tserite@ledc.co.za 

  C S Mabuza   cmabuza@deat.gov.z
a 

  Johan Bothma   jbothma@ledc.co.za 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION DOCUMENT (BID) [1] 

 

Environmental Management Framework for the Olifants 
and Letaba Rivers Catchment Areas (OLEMF) 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Environomics, leading a multi-disciplinary team was appointed by the National Department of Environment and 
Tourism (DEAT) in partnership with the Limpopo Department of Economic Development, Environment and Tourism 
(LDEDET), the Mpumulanga Department of Agriculture and Land Affairs (MDALA) as well as the Department of 
Water Affairs and Forestry (DWAF) to undertake the compilation of a regional Environmental Management 
Framework (EMF) that will support decision-making in the study area in order to ensure appropriate development in 
the area. 

The study area comprises of the Olifants River Catchment Area as indicated on Figure 1: Study Area and covers 
approximately 74 000km

2
.  It comprises of a large area that stretches from the continental divide in eastern Gauteng 

and the Mpumalanga Highveld to the border with Mozambique in the Kruger National Park.  In order to make sure 
that the entire catchment is covered the relatively small (5 301km

2
) Shingwidzi sub-catchment (it joins the Olifants 

River Catchment downstream in Mozambique) has also been added. 

The NEMA Regulations provide that the Minister or MEC may initiate an EMF for an area that specifies the 
attributes of the environment in a particular geographical area.  Such an EMF must be taken into account when 
considering EIA applications in or affecting the area to which the EMF applies. It includes information and maps that 
specify the attributes of the environment in particular geographical areas which must be taken into account by the 
competent authority (the decision-making authority for environmental assessment process).   

 

Figure 1: Study Area 

2. THE PURPOSE OF THE EMF 

The purpose of this project is to develop a framework that will integrate policies and frameworks, and align different 
government mandates in a way that will streamline decision-making to improve  cooperative governance and guide 
future development in an environmentally responsible manner.  The objectives of the EMF include: 

 encourage sustainable development; 

 establish development priorities; 

 identify strategic guidance and development management proposals; 

 identify the status quo, development pressures and trends in the area; 

 determine opportunities and constraints; 

 identify geographical areas in terms of NEMA; 

 specify additional activities within certain identified geographical areas that will require EIA  and specify 
currently listed activities that  will be excluded from EIA within certain identified geographical areas in terms of 
NEMA that; and 

 develop a decision support system in respect to environmental attributes, issues and priorities in the EMF 
area. 
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3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

The purpose of this BID is to inform the Interested and or Affected Parties (I&AP’s) of the proposed EMF project 
and provide sufficient background and technical information to enable informed participation in the process. This 
document is also aimed to create a mechanism whereby I&AP’s can participate and raise their issues, comments 
and concerns. 

Three phases are relevant to ensure that the views of the I&AP’s and stakeholders would be reflected and 
considered during the EMP process. 

Phase 1: Notification of the EMF process 

Phase 1 entail the initial public notification process and include the following actions: 

 The compilation of a database of potential I&AP’s; 

 the identification of distribution networks such as newsletters that accompany service accounts; 

 the preparation of a Background Information Document (BID) to inform participants about the EMF 
project;  

 BID distribution to stakeholders, relevant district municipal officials and members of the community within 
the EMF area; 

 project advertisement in municipal newsletters; 

 initial meetings with key stakeholders IDP managers / coordinators of the district municipalities and key 
industry players.  The aim of the meetings is to introduce the project to key stakeholders at an early stage in 
order to facilitate the early identification of issues that have to be addressed; and 

 government departments at the national and provincial levels will be notified by e-mail and depending on 
the response, targeted joint or separate meetings will be organised to discuss and disseminate issues as 
needed. 

Phase 2: Information gathering  

The objective of this phase is to focus on interaction with I&AP’s and it is specifically targeted to identify as 
many as possible relevant issues as well as additional information sources.  This phase includes: 

 A survey that will be undertaken to establish the views of the general public on key issues that have been 
identified (the survey will use a standard questionnaire and will be random but stratified to include 
appropriate sample sizes across the area);  

 open days that will be held in each of the 5 districts where interested and affected parties will have the 
opportunity to engage with project team members as well as officials on the Project Steering Committee 
(PSC) about draft work (on display) in order to clarify issues and important elements that must be 
addressed in the EMF. 

Phase 3: Formal process 

During this phase the draft EMF document will be advertised as required by law and will be made available in 
hardcopy and electronic PDF format (on CDs) for inspection in 5 districts at appropriate places.  The draft EMF 
report will also be available on internet from where it can be downloaded in a PDF format. Stakeholders and 
participants will have a month to review, consider and comment on the draft EMF document.   

5. INVITATION TO COMMENT 

You are welcome to make use of the opportunity to register.  Inputs from stakeholders and interested and affected 
parties are important to ensure that the project addresses all the significant issues in the area.   

Comments can be submitted over the entire course of the project by using the attached registration form or any 
other written submission to the environmental consultant on this project, namely: 

ENVIRONOMICS ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS 
P.O. Box 400 
MIDSTREAM ESTATES 
1692 
 
Tel:   (087) 805-4000 
Fax:    (086) 632-5546 

E-mail:    elmay@environomics.co.za 
Contact person:    El-May Pelser 

 

Environmental Management Framework for the Olifants 
and Letaba Rivers Catchment Areas (OLEMF) 

 
INTERESTED & AFFECTED PARTY REGISTRATION & COMMENTS FORM 

 

To: Environomics Environmental 
Consultants 

Fax: (086) 632-5546 
E-mail: elmay@environomics.co.za 

From:  
Company / Organization: 
 

Date: 

Postal Address: 
 
 

Physical Address: 

Tel:  
Fax: 
E-Mail: 

 

 
Comments/Issues: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please send completed registration & comments form to: 

Environomics Environmental Consultants for attention: Ms. El-May Pelser 

P.O Box 400, Midstream Estate, 1692 

Tel: (087) 805-4000 

Fax: (086) 632-5546 

E-mail address: elmay@environomics.co.za 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION DOCUMENT (BID) - Version 2, May 2009 

 

Environmental Management Framework for the 
Olifants and Letaba Rivers Catchment Areas 

(OLEMF) 
 

1.  INTRODUCTION 

Environomics, leading a multi-disciplinary team was appointed by the national Department of Water and 
Environmental Affairs (DWEA) in partnership with the Limpopo Department of Economic Development, 
Environment and Tourism (LDEDET), the Mpumalanga Department of Agriculture and Land Affairs (MDALA) to 
undertake the compilation of a regional Environmental Management Framework (EMF) that will support decision-
making in the Olifants and Letaba Rivers water catchment areas in order to facilitate appropriate development in the 
area. 

The study area comprises of the Olifants River catchment area as indicated on the attached map and covers 
approximately 74 000km

2
.  It covers a large area that stretches from the continental divide in eastern Gauteng and 

the Mpumalanga Highveld to the border with Mozambique in the Kruger National Park.   

The Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2006, provide for the initiation of an EMF by the Minister of 
DWEA or by a provincial Member of the Executive Council (MEC) of the relevant province.  

The EMF must: 

 Identify the geographical area to which the EMF applies; 

 specify attributes of the environment in the area including the sensitivity, extent interrelationship and 
significance of those attributes; 

 identify any parts in the EMF area to which the specified attributes relate; 

 state the conservation status of the area and/or its relevant parts; 

 state the environmental management priorities in the area; 

 indicate the kind of activities that would have a significant impact on the attributes in the area and those that 
would not; and 

 indicate activities that would be undesirable in the area or in specific parts of the area.   

 

4. THE PURPOSE OF THE EMF 

In addition and in support of the regulatory requirements for  the EMF the purpose of this EMF is to develop a 
framework that will integrate policies and frameworks, and align different government mandates in a way that will 
streamline decision-making to improve cooperative governance and guide future development in an 
environmentally responsible manner.   

The specific objectives of the EMF include: 

 Encourage sustainable development; 

 establish development priorities; 

 identify strategic guidance and development management proposals; 

 identify the status quo, development pressures and trends in the area; 

 determine opportunities and constraints; 

 identify geographical areas in terms of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 
1998) (NEMA); 

 specify additional activities within identified geographical areas that will require EIA based on the 
environmental attributes of such areas; 

 specify currently listed activities that  will be excluded from EIA within certain identified geographical areas 
based on the environmental attributes of such areas; and 

 develop a decision support system for development in the area to ensure that environmental attributes, 
issues and priorities are taken into account. 

5. KEY ISSUES 

The following key issues have been identified in the EMF area (open for comment and suggestions): 

 Impoundment of rivers (especially in the mountainous areas) may cause irreversible damage to the 
hydrological regime as well as the ecosystems and human enterprises that depend on it; 

 excessive pollution of water bodies and rivers has a negative impact on the user value of the water in the 
system and in some instances even have  potential disastrous effects on ecological and economic processes 
that depend on the quality of the water; 

 erosion, turbidity and sediment deposition in hydrological systems that result from practices that remove 
vegetation cover in the catchment areas diminish the potential of the hydrological system;  

 mining activities (often inadequately rehabilitated) in scenic areas impacts unnecessarily on the value that 
such areas have for tourism; 

 extreme levels of air pollution, especially on the highveld, pose health risks to the people who stay in the 
affected areas; 

 poverty and its associated impacts occur over extensive parts of the EMF area; 

 inadequate services and infrastructure remains a significant problem in certain areas; 

 the extensive use of indigenous trees for firewood is not sustainable; 

 the unsustainable harvesting of medicinal plants especially in indigenous forests is causing severe 
damage to the vegetation in certain parts of the area; and 

 the uncertainty about the potential future impacts of climate change makes it difficult plan for 
contingencies. 

6. GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

The following guiding principles are proposed for the EMF (open for comments and suggestions): 

 Sustainable development that include: 

o meeting the  basic requirements for water catchment basin functioning; 

o meeting  biological conservation targets; 

o protecting  and using the natural resource base optimally to ensure benefits over the long term; 

o ensuring that ecosystem function is not compromised by inappropriate development; 

o ensuring the equitable and appropriate allocation of available water to competing needs; and 

o promoting development (including mining and industries) that would secure  long term sustainable income 
without excessive unmitigated impacts on the environment.  

 pro-poor that include: 

o not allowing any activity that will impact negatively on the poor in the region; 
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o planning activities to be positively biased towards the poor even if it requires intervention from the state; 
and 

o placing the poor at the centre of strategies and guidelines for the development of the area. 

 capture value that should include: 

o ensuring that public investment in infrastructure and services is directed to increase the value of local 
private land and the potential value of entrepreneurial enterprise that can occur on such land; and 

o ensuring that public policy and investment support the creation of competitive advantages for local 
communities. 

 support local economic development that include: 

o developing local skills for new employment opportunities; 

o obtaining supplies for enterprises locally or through local agents; and 

o forming  partnerships with local entrepreneurs. 

 focus on what is important, appropriate and possible in the area including: 

o making  sure that development initiatives are feasible; 

o ensuring that conservation initiatives contribute to national and provincial  targets or to the development 
potential (tourism etc) of the area; 

o allocating water to users that will use it effectively to achieve and promote government policies and 
objectives for the area; and 

o allocating water to users that will have the least negative effect on other legitimate users. 

 internalise externalities by: 

o enforcing the polluter pays principle to ensure that negative impacts of activities is internalised as 
part of the cost of those activities during the planning and authorisation stage. 

7. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

One of the aims of this document is to serve as background information to stakeholders and / or Interested and or 
Affected Parties (I&AP’s) in respect of the project. It provides both background and technical information to enable 
initial participation in the process.  

The public participation process is divided into three phases. 

Phase 1: Notification of the EMF process 

This is the initial public notification phase and includes the following actions: 

 The compilation of a database of potential I&AP’s; 

 the identification of distribution networks such as newsletters that accompany service accounts; 

 the preparation of a Background Information Document (BID) to inform participants about the EMF 
project;  

 the distribution of the BID to stakeholders, relevant district municipal officials and members of the 
community within the EMF area; 

 project advertisement in municipal newsletters; 

 initial meetings with some of the key stakeholders.  The aim of the meetings is to introduce the project to 
key stakeholders at an early stage in order to facilitate the early identification of information that should be 
included in the early parts of the project; and 

 meetings with officials at all levels of government who will assist with information gathering and public 
participation during the later phases of the project. 

Phase 2: Information gathering  

The objective of this phase is to focus on interaction with I&AP’s and it is specifically targeted to identify as many 
as possible relevant issues as well as additional information sources.  This phase includes: 

 A survey that will be undertaken to establish the views of the general public on key issues that have been 
identified (the survey will use a standard questionnaire and will be random but stratified to include appropriate 
sample sizes across the area);  

 open days that will be held in selected  districts where interested and affected parties will have the opportunity 
to engage with project team members as well as officials on the Project Steering Committee (PSC) about draft 
work (on display) in order to clarify issues and important elements that must be addressed in the EMF. 

Phase 3: Formal process 

During this phase the draft EMF document will be advertised as required by law and will be made 

available in appropriate formats for inspection in selected districts at appropriate places.  The draft EMF 

report will also be available on the internet from where it can be downloaded in a PDF format. 

Stakeholders and participants will have a adequate time to review, consider and comment on the draft 

EMF document.   

 

8. PROJECT SCHEDULE  

At the moment no delays are foreseen.  If delays occur, this BID will be updated. The envisaged project schedule is 
as follows:  

5 June 2009  Interim Status Quo Report 

17 to 26 June 2009  Public survey and open days 

3 July 2009  Desired State Report 

17 July 2009  Opportunities/Constraints report 

31 July 2009 Status Quo, Desired State & Opportunities/Constraints Report 

28 August 2009 Strategic Environmental Management Plan and Guidelines 

2 October 2009 Draft EMF Report 

5 October to 5 November Public review of draft EMF Report 

16 November 2009 Submit draft EMF to DWEA and the Provinces for approval and adoption by the Minister 

9. CONTACT DETAILS  

Contact person:  Ms Ednah Chembeya 

 

Environomics 

PO Box 400  1
st
 floor, Block B 

Midstream Estate  Bondev Office Park 

1692   Ashford Street 

Midstream Estate 

 

Tel:  087 805 4000 or 012 661 5649 

Fax:    086 632 5546/9 or 012 661 0375 

e-mails:  admin@environomics.co.za or 

debbiec@midrand-estates.co.za  
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Map of Study Area 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION DOCUMENT (BID) - Version 3, June 2009 

 

 
Environmental Management Framework for the 

Olifants and Letaba Rivers Catchment Areas 
(OLEMF) 

1.  INTRODUCTION 

Environomics, leading a multi-disciplinary team was appointed by the national Department of Water and 
Environmental Affairs (DWEA) in partnership with the Limpopo Department of Economic Development, 
Environment and Tourism (LDEDET), the Mpumalanga Department of Agriculture and Land Affairs (MDALA) to 
undertake the compilation of a regional Environmental Management Framework (EMF) that will support decision-
making in the Olifants and Letaba Rivers water catchment areas in order to facilitate appropriate development in the 
area. 

The study area comprises of the Olifants River catchment area as indicated on the attached map and covers 
approximately 74 000km

2
.  It covers a large area that stretches from the continental divide in eastern Gauteng and 

the Mpumalanga Highveld to the border with Mozambique in the Kruger National Park.   

The Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2006, provide for the initiation of an EMF by the Minister of 
DWEA or by a provincial Member of the Executive Council (MEC) of the relevant province.  

 

The EMF must: 

 Identify the geographical area to which the EMF applies; 

 specify attributes of the environment in the area including the sensitivity, extent interrelationship and 
significance of those attributes; 

 identify any parts in the EMF area to which the specified attributes relate; 

 state the conservation status of the area and/or its relevant parts; 

 state the environmental management priorities in the area; 

  

 indicate the kind of activities that would have a significant impact on the attributes in the area and those that 
would not; and 

 indicate activities that would be undesirable in the area or in specific parts of the area.   

 

 

10. THE PURPOSE OF THE EMF 

In addition and in support of the regulatory requirements for  the EMF the purpose of this EMF is to develop a 
framework that will integrate policies and frameworks, and align different government mandates in a way that will 
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streamline decision-making to improve cooperative governance and guide future development in an 
environmentally responsible manner.   

The specific objectives of the EMF include: 

 Encourage sustainable development; 

 establish development priorities; 

 identify strategic guidance and development management proposals; 

 identify the status quo, development pressures and trends in the area; 

 determine opportunities and constraints; 

 identify geographical areas in terms of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 
1998) (NEMA); 

 specify additional activities within identified geographical areas that will require EIA based on the 
environmental attributes of such areas; 

 specify currently listed activities that  will be excluded from EIA within certain identified geographical areas 
based on the environmental attributes of such areas; and 

 develop a decision support system for development in the area to ensure that environmental attributes, 
issues and priorities are taken into account. 

11. KEY ISSUES 

The following key issues have been identified in the EMF area (open for comment and suggestions): 

 Impoundment of rivers (especially in the mountainous areas) may cause irreversible damage to the 
hydrological regime as well as the ecosystems and human enterprises that depend on it; 

 excessive pollution of water bodies and rivers has a negative impact on the user value of the water in the 
system and in some instances even have  potential disastrous effects on ecological and economic processes 
that depend on the quality of the water; 

 erosion, turbidity and sediment deposition in hydrological systems that result from practices that remove 
vegetation cover in the catchment areas diminish the potential of the hydrological system;  

 mining activities (often inadequately rehabilitated) in scenic areas impacts unnecessarily on the value that 
such areas have for tourism; 

 extreme levels of air pollution, especially on the highveld, pose health risks to the people who stay in the 
affected areas; 

 poverty and its associated impacts occur over extensive parts of the EMF area; 

 inadequate services and infrastructure remains a significant problem in certain areas; 

 the extensive use of indigenous trees for firewood is not sustainable; 

 the unsustainable harvesting of medicinal plants especially in indigenous forests is causing severe 
damage to the vegetation in certain parts of the area; and 

 the uncertainty about the potential future impacts of climate change makes it difficult plan for 
contingencies. 

12. GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

The following guiding principles are proposed for the EMF (open for comments and suggestions): 

 Sustainable development that include: 

o meeting the  basic requirements for water catchment basin functioning; 

o meeting  biological conservation targets; 

o protecting  and using the natural resource base optimally to ensure benefits over the long term; 

o ensuring that ecosystem function is not compromised by inappropriate development; 

o ensuring the equitable and appropriate allocation of available water to competing needs; and 

o promoting development (including mining and industries) that would secure  long term sustainable income 
without excessive unmitigated impacts on the environment.  

 pro-poor that include: 

o not allowing any activity that will impact negatively on the poor in the region; 

o planning activities to be positively biased towards the poor even if it requires intervention from the state; 
and 

o placing the poor at the centre of strategies and guidelines for the development of the area. 

 capture value that should include: 

o ensuring that public investment in infrastructure and services is directed to increase the value of local 
private land and the potential value of entrepreneurial enterprise that can occur on such land; and 

o ensuring that public policy and investment support the creation of competitive advantages for local 
communities. 

 support local economic development that include: 

o developing local skills for new employment opportunities; 

o obtaining supplies for enterprises locally or through local agents; and 

o forming  partnerships with local entrepreneurs. 

 focus on what is important, appropriate and possible in the area including: 

o making  sure that development initiatives are feasible; 

o ensuring that conservation initiatives contribute to national and provincial  targets or to the development 
potential (tourism etc) of the area; 

o allocating water to users that will use it effectively to achieve and promote government policies and 
objectives for the area; and 

o allocating water to users that will have the least negative effect on other legitimate users. 

 internalise externalities by: 

o enforcing the polluter pays principle to ensure that negative impacts of activities is internalised as 
part of the cost of those activities during the planning and authorisation stage. 

13. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

One of the aims of this document is to serve as background information to stakeholders and / or Interested and or 
Affected Parties (I&AP’s) in respect of the project. It provides both background and technical information to enable 
initial participation in the process.  

The aim of the public participation process is to provide you with more information, to provide a 

summary of the findings on the status quo, desired state and opportunities and constrains reports 

and to invite comment and capture your comments on all products developed during the process. 

Phase 1: Notification of the EMF process 

 This was the initial public notification phase and has now been completed.  However, as new interested 
and affected parties are identified they continue to be notified.  

Phase 2: Information gathering  

The objective of this phase is to focus on interaction with I&AP’s and it is specifically targeted to identify as many 
as possible relevant issues as well as additional information sources.  This phase includes: 

 A survey that will be undertaken to establish the views of the general public on key issues that have been 
identified (the survey will use a standard questionnaire and will be random but stratified to include appropriate 
sample sizes across the area);  
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 Focus group meetings and open days that will be held in selected  towns where interested and affected parties 
will have the opportunity to engage with project team members as well as officials on the Project Steering 
Committee (PSC) about draft work (on display) in order to clarify issues and important elements that must be 
addressed in the EMF. 

Phase 3: Formal process 

During this phase the draft EMF document will be advertised as required by law and will be made 

available in appropriate formats for inspection in selected districts at appropriate places.  The draft EMF 

report will also be available on the internet from where it can be downloaded in a PDF format. 

Stakeholders and participants will have a adequate time to review, consider and comment on the draft 

EMF document.   

14. PROJECT SCHEDULE  

At the moment no delays are foreseen.  If delays occur, this BID will be updated. The envisaged project schedule is 
as follows:  

3 & 4 July 2009: Survey flights – project team and members form DWAF and DEAT 

7 to 14 July:  Public surveys and focus group meetings  

24  July 2009: Draft Status Quo, Desired State & Opportunities/Constraints Report 

4 to 12 August: Public open days in the districts and meetings with district officials   

28 August 2009:  Strategic Environmental Management Plan and Guidelines 

2 October 2009:  Complete Draft EMF Report 

5 October to 5 November: Public review of draft EMF Report 

16 November 2009: Submit draft EMF to DEAT and the Provinces for approval and adoption by the Minister 

 

15. CONTACT DETAILS  

Contact person:  Ms Ednah Chembeya 

 

Environomics 

PO Box 400  1
st
 floor, Block B 

Midstream Estate  Bondev Office Park 

1692   Ashford Street 

Midstream Estate 

Tel:  087 805 4000 or 012 661 5649 

Fax:    086 632 5546/9 or 012 661 0375 

e-mails:   admin@environomics.co.za or 

ednah@environomicses.co.za  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Map of Study Area 
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                                                                                                                                                APPENDIX 3 
 

Environmental Management Framework for the Olifants and Letaba Rivers Catchment Areas (OLEMF) 
Public Participation Questionnaire 

 

 

Surveyors code:  

Survey sheet number:  

Region: A B C D E F G H 

Do you understand what the natural environment is?   Yes No  Uncertain 

Do you appreciate rivers, trees, veld, animals, birds, mountains and hills?  Yes No Uncertain 

Do you read about or listen to environmental news?  Yes  No  Uncertain 

What is the most recent environmental news that you can remember?   

   Was it something you heard in your community? Check/Tick 
  

   Was it something you saw on television or heard on radio? Check/Tick 
  

What is your opinion on your local environment?  

   Do you appreciate what you have? Yes No Uncertain 

   Do you think it should be improved? Yes No Uncertain 

   Should it be managed better? Yes No Uncertain 

What in your opinion are the 3 most serious environmental problems faced in your area and province?   

   Pollution of rivers and water bodies Check/Tick 
  

   Erosion of topsoil Check/Tick 
  

   Air pollution Check/Tick 
  

   Sewage pollution Check/Tick 
  

   Deforestation and extensive use of indigenous trees for firewood Check/Tick 
  

   Unsustainable harvesting of indigenous medicinal plants Check/Tick 
  

Which of the two options are preferable for your province?  

   That your province develop rapidly even if it means that there will be  
   substantial degradation and more jobs 

Check/Tick 

  

   That your province controls its development such that it ensures there will 
   be no long-term damage to the environment 

Check/Tick 

  

Have you experienced environmental disasters in your area that affected your 
community?  Yes   No  Uncertain 

If you had to choose between watching movies like Isidingo, Egoli or 7de Laan on television and an 
environmental programme like 50/50, which would you choose?  

   Movie (Isidingo, Igoli or 7 de Laan) Check/Tick 
  

   Environmental Programme (50/50) Check/Tick 
  

Have you ever been part of a local or provincial project or campaign to clean 
up your local environment?  Yes   No  Uncertain 

You are allowed to leave your children only one of the following things as inheritance. Which would you choose 
to leave for them?  

   A large sum of money they could use to live on for the rest of their lives Check/Tick 
  

   A clean and healthy local environment with a guarantee that there will be no  
   pollution and enough resources to live sustainable 

Check/Tick 

  

How is refuse and sewage waste managed in your area?  

   Do you have a refuse removal service? Check/Tick 
  

   Are you connected to a flush toilet system? Check/Tick 
  

   Do you use a bucket system? Check/Tick 
  

   Do you use a pit system? Check/Tick 
  

Employment 

   Are you unemployed? Yes No Uncertain 

   Are you full-time employed? Yes No Uncertain 

   Are you a seasonal worker? Yes No Uncertain 

Livelihoods - How do people sustain themselves in your area? Do they work in 

   Tourism sector Check/Tick 
  

   Agriculture sector Check/Tick 
  

   Mining sector Check/Tick 
  

   Service sector Check/Tick 
  

   Industrial Check/Tick 
  

   Government Check/Tick 
  

   Other:  Check/Tick 
  

Is local economic development supported in your community?  Yes  No  Uncertain 

Do you harvest natural resources like:  

   Firewood Yes No Uncertain 

   Grasses Yes No Uncertain 

   Water Yes No Uncertain 

   Medicinal plants Yes No Uncertain 

   Others Yes No Uncertain 

Do you have access to clean water and electricity? Yes No Uncertain 

Which of the following activities are dominant in your area?:  

   Mining Check/Tick 
  

   Industry Check/Tick 
  

   Large scale agriculture Check/Tick 
  

   Small scale agriculture Check/Tick 
  

   Stock farming Check/Tick 
  

   Tourism Check/Tick 
  

   Forestry Check/Tick 
  

   Game Farming  Check/Tick   

In your opinion what environmental improvements would you like to see in your area? 

   Better environmental decision-making Yes No Uncertain 

   Improvements in conservation initiatives Yes No Uncertain 

   Improved communication and environmental education Yes No Uncertain 

   Better management of ecological systems Yes No Uncertain 

   Sustainable development initiatives Yes No Uncertain 

What are your personal expectations? / Other notes  
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                                                                                                     APPENDIX 4 
 

Environmental Management Framework for the Olifants and Letaba Rivers Catchment 
Areas 

 
 
Comments received on the draft Status Quo Report 
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