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1. Background
• DFFE environmental programmes consist of 6 

programmes
• Working for Water
• Working on Fire
• Working for Wetlands
• Working for Ecosystems
• Working for Land (including indicators of bush encroachment)
• Working for the Coast

• Context
• Relationship between programmes
• Objective of programmes of branch
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2. Purpose

• Share information on EP programmes
• Inform stakeholders of assistance provided by EP 

programmes
• Highlight the Biocontrol programme
• Highlight the Working for Water Programme

3



3. 2023 National IAP Survey (NIAPS)
2. • Total cost to initial clear remainder of RSA = R20bn ( 1 337 861 ha) 

• Current Working for Water annual budget is = R400m (28 496 ha) 
(i.e. 2% of what is required)
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4. WfW progress with clearing by taxa
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5. Active WfW projects vs. competing priorities
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MEAs arget Link

CBD 7b & 8 All

UNCCD 4.1 & 3.1 All

UNFCCC Article 2(1) (a) & 
2(1)(b)
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6. Biocontrol programme
•  A pest control strategy that uses living natural 

enemies, antagonists or competitors of the 
organism being protected and other self-
replicating biotic entities (FAO/WHO COC on Pesticide 
management, Guidelines for the registration of microbial, botanical and 
semiochemical pest control agents for plant protection and plant health used, 
2017)

• Biocontrol offers a cost effective and ecologically 
sustainable long term management option for 
invasive alien plants

• Biocontrol does not have any negative 
environmental or economic impacts4 like other 
control methods
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7. Where does biocontrol fit in? 
• Kunming-Montreal Global 

Biodiversity Framework – 
Target 6  & 7b

• SDG’s 13 (climate action), 14 
(life below water),   15 (life on 
land) 

• UNFCCC                              
• Nagoya Protocol –Articles 6 & 

7 & 12
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8. Why is Biological control important to South 
Africa?

A country, and region, in which AIS are controlled or eradicated, 

and introductions of potentially alien and invasive species are

prevented, to contribute to economic empowerment, social 

equity and ecological integrity

Our Vision……..

Without biocontrol........impossible
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• Utilization of all applicable clearing methods
• EDRR
• Precautionary principle & HOC
• EPWP principles
• Youth development & employment

9. Integrated Management
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• Review of work on private land – under discussion
• Herbicide assistance relates to areas where clearing 

operations don’t have active projects
• Includes parastatal, other government departments, 

entities, communities etc
• Herbicide assistance forms were reviewed with 

Biosecurity Compliance 
• Separated into 2 forms ; aquatic & terrestrial
• Submitted to CLS for review
• Currently in approval process in CD: SC&QM

10. Herbicide Assistance Programme
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• Forms have better compliance mechanisms in place
• Now legally binding document 
• Assistance is only available if there is budget 

available
• Remember, it is still the landowner/land user’s 

responsibility to clear the AIS on his property under 
the existing legislation, not the State’s responsibility.
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11. Herbicide Assistance Programme
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• SA’s response to Aliena dn Invasive species (AIS) is a 
national priority – requiring collaboration across 
sectors

• EP projects in Strategic Water Source Areas 
(SWSAs) represent nearly 50% of the annual budget 
– a major investment in ecological and water security

• Biocontrol is a sustainable, cost effective method 
with no negative environmental or economic 
impacts – aligning with global biodiversity and 
climate goals

13. Concluding remarks
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• The Herbicide Assistance Programme now includes 
legally binding forms, improved compliance and 
supports areas without active clearing projects – but 
landowners and land users remain responsible for 
AIS management

FINAL THOUGHT-

Without biocontrol…..Impossible
Lets continue to invest in integrated approaches, 
empower stakeholders, and restore SA’s 
ecological integrity - together
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THANK YOU!

Debbie Muir Pr. Sci. Nat
Operational Support & Planning: Non-
Infrastucture
Environmental Programmes
Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the 
Environment
Tel: 021 441 2741|     Mobile: 082 462 1584
Email: dmuir@dffe.gov.za
Website: http://www.environment.gov.za

Address: 14 Loop street, Cape Town, 8000
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