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THE ALIEN AND INVASIVE SPECIES
REGULATIONS 2020

The Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment (DFFE) published the
NEMBA: A&IS Regulations on 1 August 2014.

= The Regulations came into force on 1 October 2014.

= Amendments to AlS Lists : 29 July 2016

= Amended in 2020 and became effective on 01 March 2021

PURPOSE OF THESE REGULATIONS:

to prevent the illegal introduction of alien and potential invasive species into
the country.

to regulate listed invasive species and potential invasive species within the
country.



CATEGORIES OF LISTED INVASIVE
SPECIES

Category 1a Listed Invasive Species
 Take immediate steps to combat, or eradicate where possible.

Category 1b Listed Invasive Species
* Control the listed invasive species.

Category 2 Listed Invasive Species
e Utilization allowed under Permit conditions.
e Control outside of the Permit conditions.

Category 3 Listed Invasive Species
* Subject to certain exemptions and prohibitions.



WHY ARE PERMITS ISSUED?

Regulate imports

Mammals, Fish & Birds

To regulate the import
of alien and listed
invasive species
coming into the
country.
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Regulate
invasives inside
South Africa

To regulate
Category 2 listed
invasive species
within the
country.




WHAT PERMITS
ARE ISSUED?

The Issuing Authority
issues permits for:

* The carrying out of a
restricted activity
involving a specimen
of an alien or a listed
invasive species.

* Research purposes




RESTRICTED ACTIVITIES

Restricted Activities as defined in the Act

Category la

Category 1b

Category 2

Category 3

Importing into the Republic, including

introducing from the sea, any specimen of Prohibited Prohibited Perr:nit Prohibited
a listed invasive species. Required
Having in possession or exercising physical
control over any specimen of a listed Exempted Exempted Permit Exempted
. . . Required
invasive species.
Growing, breeding or in any other way
. . . Permit
propagating any specimen of a listed  prohibited Prohibited _ Prohibited
. . . . . Required
invasive species, or causing it to multiply.
Conveying, moving or otherwise
translocating any specimen of a listed Prohibited Prohibited Permit Prohibited
. . . Required
invasive species.
Selling or otherwise trading in, buying,
receiving, giving, donating or accepting as a Permit
gift, or in any way acquiring or disposing of Prohibited Prohibited Required Prohibited

any specimen of a listed invasive species.




RESTRICTED ACTIVITIES CONT...

Restricted Activities as defined in Regulation 6 Category 1a Category 1b Category 2 Category 3

Spreading or allowing the spread of any specimen of a

. . . . Prohibited Prohibited Permit Required Prohibited
listed invasive species.

Releasing any specimen of a listed invasive species. Prohibited Prohibited Permit Required Prohibited

The transfer or release of a specimen of a listed invasive

fresh-water species from one discrete catchment system

in which it occurs, to another discrete catchment system

in which it does not occur; or, from within a part of a Prohibited Prohibited Permit Required Prohibited
discrete catchment system where it does occur to

another part where it does not occur as a result of a

natural or artificial barrier.

Discharging of or disposing into any waterway or the
ocean, water from an aquarium, tank or other receptacle . - . . .

. . Prohibited Prohibited Permit Required Prohibited
that has been used to keep a specimen of an alien or a
listed invasive species.
Catch and release of a specimen of a listed invasive
fresh-water fish or listed invasive fresh-water Prohibited See Notice 3 See Notice 3 See Notice 3

invertebrate species.

The introduction of a specimen of an alien or a listed

. . . . Prohibited Prohibited Prohibited Prohibited

invasive species to off-shore islands.

The release of a specimen of a listed invasive fresh-

water fish species, or of a listed invasive fresh-water . . . .
See Notice 3 See Notice 3 See Notice 3 See Notice 3

invertebrate species, into a discrete catchment system
in which it already occurs.




SPECIES THAT NEED PERMITS?

Marine invertebrates |—

Fresh-water invertebrates | .118 Fategory. 2
Fresh-water fish D —— Invasive species

Amphibians B need permits

Reptiles
Birds [
Mammals [
Plants
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RISK ASSESSMENTS

16. Risk assessment framework

16(1) A risk assessment undertaken for an application
for an import permit for an alien species, or for the
growing, breeding or in any other way propagating or
causing to multiply a listed invasive species, must
consider - (Comprehensive Risk Assessment
undertaken by a Risk Assessment Practitioner)

16(5) A risk assessment undertaken for an application
for a permit to undertake any other restricted activity
not mentioned in regulation 16(1), must consider -
(Guideline of Information Required which can be
submitted by the applicant)



ALIEN SPECIES PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS

Applicant identifies species
of interest

Obtains application form
and Risk Assessment
guidelines

\ J

4 )

Applicant lodge application
form and the risk
assessmentto DFFE

4 )
ASRARP sends DFFE the
risk assessment report
recommendations
\_ J
4 )
DFFE sends risk
assessmentreport to
ASRARP
\_ J
4 )
Upon receipt of the
application, DFFE verifies
documents submitted
\_ J

-
DFFE considers
recommendations by
ASRARP
\_
-
Reach a decision
\_
-

DFFE notifies the applicant
& any objectors of the
decision in writing




LISTED INVASIVE SPECIES PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS

Applicant identifies
species of interest

Obtains application
form and Risk
Assessment

guidelines

Applicant lodge
application form and
the risk assessment to
DFFE

DFFE considers inputs
from the province

f N
Province sends inputs
to DFFE
. Y,
f N
DFFE send the
application to the
affected province
. Y,
f N
Upon receipt of the
application, DFFE
verifies documents
submitted
. Y,

Reach a decision

DFFE notifies the
applicant & any
objectors of the

decision in writing




STATS FOR 2025/26 FINANCIAL YEAR

Applications
2025/26 Permits issued

Apr | 47 Apr 39
May | 59 May 34
Jun | 52 Jun 57
Jul 47 Jul 56
Aug | 46 Aug 48
Sep Sep
Oct Oct
Nov Nov
Dec Dec
Jan Jan
Feb Feb
Mar Mar

Total | 251 Total | 234




THE PRESCRIBED FEES FOR
LODGING AN APPLICATION

"I[mport into the Republic -
R200 per species

sAll restricted activities -
R100 per species

"Renewal of permit - R50
per species

sAppeals - R50 per species
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Biodiversity Risk Management:
Issuing Authority

Department of Forestry, Fisheries
and the Environment

Tel: 021 441 2748

Email: AlSpermits@dffe.gov.za TH AN K YO U!

Address: 14 Loop Street, Cape
Town, 8000
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