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International guiding commitments includes



Overall supportive policy context includes

Section 24 (b) of the Republic of South

Africa 1996 Constitution: “…secure

ecologically sustainable development and use of

natural resources while promoting justifiable

economic and social development.”

1998 National Environmental Management Act:

Principle 3 – Development must be socially, environmentally &

economically sustainable; Principle 4(a) –sustainable

development requires consideration of all relevant factors …

biodiversity, ecosystems, waste, pollution, impacts, peoples rights



Green economy in the context of sustainable 

development

• South Africa’s sustainable development in action

• A system of economic activities resulting in improved

human well-being, while not exposing future

generations to significant environmental risks or

ecological scarcities

• Decoupling of resource use and environmental

impacts from economic growth

• It is characterized by substantially increased

investment in green sectors, supported by enabling

policy reforms, technology, capacity building and

trade

• Aligned context

within 2010

green economy

summit, 2011

NSSD and 2012

NDP



High-level policy alignment includes



ALIGNMENT OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMES INCLUDES

GREEN ECONOMY NINE FOCUS AREAS 

CLIMATE CHANGE 

FLAGSHIPS

IPAP GREEN INDUSTRIES AND GREEN 

ECONOMY ACCORD INITIATIVES



Provincial strategies includes

• Free state green economy strategy (2014)

• North West Renewable Energy Strategy and Implementation

Plan (2013) and the Industrialization Programme

• Limpopo green economy plan including provincial climate

change response (2013)

• Green is Smart: Western Cape Green Economy Strategy (2013)

• Green economy strategy for KwaZulu-Natal province (2013)

• A strategy for a developmental green economy for Gauteng

(2010)



Local government supportive landscape includes
CITY OF CAPE TOWN CITY OF JOHANNESBURG CITY OF TSHWANE

• 2012: Information and Guideline Document on

the Implementation of Green Procurement in

the City of Cape Town.

• 2011: Environmental Awareness, Education

and Training for City Staff and Councillors

• 2011: Public Environmental Awareness,

Education and Training Strategy

• 2010: Report on Energy and Climate Change –

what the City is doing

• 2010: Energy and Climate Change Action Plan

• 2009: Local biodiversity Strategy and Action

Plan

• 2009: City of Cape Town environmental

Agenda (2009-2014)

• 2008: Framework for a Strategy and Action

Plan for the Management of Invasive Alien

Species

• 2007: Energy and Climate Change Strategy

• 2003: Coastal Zone Management Strategy

• 2001: Integrated Metropolitan Environmental

Policy

• 2013: City of Johannesburg 

Integrated Development Plan

• 2011: City of Johannesburg 

Integrated Waste Management 

Plan

• 2011: Johannesburg 2040 Growth 

and Development Strategy

• 2009: City of Johannesburg 

Biodiversity Strategy and Action 

Plan

• 2009: Climate Change Adaptation 

Plan

• 2008: City of Johannesburg State of 

Energy Report

• 2008: City of Johannesburg 

Economic Development Policy and 

Strategy Framework

• 2006: Climate Change programme

• 2003: State of the Environment 

Report

• 2014: City of Tshwane Green Economy 

Strategy

• 2013: City of Tshwane Integrated 

Development Plan

• 2010: Green Buildings By-Law 

• 2009: Green Buildings Development Policy

• 2007: The Tshwane Integrated 

Environmental Policy (TIEP) Implementation 

Plan

• 2006: City of Tshwane: State of Energy 

Report

• 2006: State of the Environment Report for 

the City of Tshwane

• 2005: Air Quality Management Plan for the 

City of Tshwane Metropolitan Municipality

• 2005: Sustainable Energy and Climate 

Change Strategy

• 2005: Environmental Noise Management 

Policy

• 2005: Tshwane Environmental Education 

Awareness Strategy

Source: Nhamo and Mjimba (2014: 26) in UNEP, 2015. Report on Multiple Pathways to Sustainable Development



Evidence based policy making approach

Thematic strategies/ plans in place to date:

1. National Biodiversity Research Development and Evidence Strategy (approved in 2015)

2. Draft Sustainable Development and Green Economy Evidence Strategy

3. Draft Chemicals and Waste Research, Development and Evidence Strategy

4. Draft 15 Year Oceans Research Plan



Building practical evidence: 

Programmes and projects implementation
• Department of Environmental Affairs

– National Green Fund (DBSA implementing

agent)

• Programmes/ projects implementation window

• Research and policy window

• Capacity building and skills

– EPWP Environment and Culture sector

– DEA green building (6 Star rated)

– DEA green cars (8 electric and 4

electric/diesel Hybrid)



Building practical evidence: 
VakaYiko- Building capacity for use of research and evidence

• Study 1: How DEA operates as an organisation, manages evidence budget

and overall framework uptake

• Study 2: Diagnosing internal evidence-to-policy linkages

• Study 3: Promoting both evidence informed and participatory

policymaking

• Study 4: Diagnosing external evidence-to-policy linkages and the use of

DEA’s evidence

• Study 5: Evidence and participatory approach to beyond NSSD and Sector

Plan- environmental sustainability policy action plan

Funded by the UK Department for International Development (DFID) and

managed by the International Network for the Availability of Scientific

Publications (INASP). In South Africa, the UK Overseas Development

Institute (ODI) is collaborating with the Council for Scientific and Industrial

Research (CSIR) and Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC) for the initial

phase. Other partners DST, DPME, DHE, UCT and UJ.



Building practical evidence: 

South – South exchange
• Good practice lessons

sharing
– Bolivia, China, Thailand and South

Africa

• Main Objective

– Showcasing South- South
national-level initiatives
to achieve a low-carbon
and resource-efficient
economy

– Build participant
countries’ capacities
related to the
development and
implementation of green
economy indicators
supporting such a
transition

• Bolivia: uses the concept of Living Well in

balance and harmony with Mother Earth - an
ancient approach derived from the vision of
indigenous people worldwide to support the
long-term survival of Mother Earth without
social, material and spiritual poverty.

• China: uses the concept of Ecological

Civilization- a new development strategy

that embraces harmonious and sustainable

development between human beings,

economy, society and nature

• Thailand: uses the concept of Sufficiency

Economy, a philosophy that stresses the

middle path as an overriding principle for

appropriate conduct by the people at all

levels: families, communities and nations



Building practical evidence: 
South Africa green economy modelling report

Section 1: Introduction 

Section 2: Country profile

Section 3: Transition towards green economy 

and selection of SAGEM sectors 

Section 4: Modelling a green economy for 

South Africa 

Section 5: Applying Threshold 21 to the SAGEM

Section 6: Scenario definitions and challenges

Section 7: Results of the simulation analysis

Section 8: Comparison of SAGEM and UNEP 

GER results 

Section 9: Conclusions



Conclusion
• Strategic partnerships

are critical as

implementation roles

and responsibilities

are decentralised

among:
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