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1. INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 

“Global problems are moving faster than the institutions designed to solve them”. 

Poverty, unemployment, hunger, inequality, environmental degradation, and 
climate change are but a few of the complex issues challenging the world today. 
While there are several international frameworks, such as the 2030 Agenda and its 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the implementation thereof is not in 
harmony with the speed and efficiency that is required to effectively address these 
challenges. Environmental protection, ecosystem restoration, and climate 
change mitigation and adaptation, however, can serve as key solutions in 
addressing several of these challenges. The impacts of biodiversity loss, pollution, 
soil erosion, ecosystem degradation, and the interlinkages with the severe 
impacts of climate change have rippled across the globe, affecting fauna and 
flora, livelihoods, and vital ecosystem services to people.  
 
The theme for South Africa’s Presidency of the Group of Twenty (G20) is Solidarity, 
Equality, Sustainability, which is underpinned by the need to focus on a number of 
key areas, such as global governance reform, environment and climate finance, 
trade, health, and financing for development, among others. Therefore, in line with 
the overall theme of South Africa’s Presidency of the G20, the overarching 
objective of the G20 Environment and Climate Sustainability Working Group 
(ECSWG) is to advance the environmental dimension of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development and its SDGs through a number of priorities and 
deliverables. This includes the enhancing of global partnerships as outlined in 
SDG 17 and to foster capacity building support; promotion of equitable trade; 
transfer of and access to science, technology and innovation; as well as 
mobilising financial resources. 
   
The ECSWG will broadly focus on the following five key priorities: 
1. Biodiversity and Conservation 
2. Land Degradation, Desertification and Drought 
3. Chemicals and Waste Management 
4. Climate Change and Air Quality 
5. Oceans and Coasts 
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PRIORITY 2: LAND DEGRADATION, DESERTIFICATION AND DROUGHT 

Context 

Land degradation is the result of human-induced actions that exploit land, 
causing its utility, biodiversity, soil fertility, and overall health to decline. Land is 
being degraded rapidly worldwide. Ensuring food security for a growing global 
population requires healthy land resources and flourishing ecosystems. Yet our 
current agricultural practices are causing soils worldwide to be eroded up to 100 
times faster than natural processes replenish them.  

At least 70% of all ice-free land has been altered, impacting over 3.2 billion people. 
At current rates, 90% of land will bear our imprint by 2050. The impacts of land 
degradation will be felt by most of the world’s population. Land degradation also 
changes and disrupts rainfall patterns, exacerbates extreme weather like 
droughts or floods, and drives further climate change. It results in social and 
political instability, which drives poverty, conflict, and migration.  

Land degradation neutrality (LDN) can halt, and then reverse, this alarming picture 
of the future. Approximately 196 countries have pledged to arrest land degradation 
by 2030. More than 100 countries participate in the Changwon Initiative, which 
supports national voluntary target-setting processes to achieve LDN. In line with 
these global efforts, the G20 launched the G20 Global Land Initiative (Global 
Initiative on Reducing Land Degradation and Enhancing the Conservation of 
Terrestrial Habitats) in 2020, aiming to prevent, halt and reverse land degradation 
with an ambition to reduce degraded land by 50 percent by 2040.  

Achieving LDN requires three concurrent actions:  

• firstly, avoiding new degradation of land by maintaining existing healthy land;  
• secondly, reducing existing degradation by adopting sustainable land 

management practices that can slow degradation while increasing 
biodiversity, soil health, and food production; and  

• thirdly, ramping up efforts to restore and return degraded lands to a natural or 
more productive state. 

Land restoration has been on the G20 Environment Climate Change Working 
Group Agenda since 2020. The Indonesian Presidency had two focal areas on land 
restoration (mangrove forests and peatlands), while the Indian Presidency 
focused on the restoration of land affected by mining and areas affected by forest 
fires.  
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Therefore, LDN represents a major opportunity to contribute to sustainable 
development by scaling up good practices and pilot activities through large-scale 
transformative projects and programmes (TPPs). These initiatives can generate 
multiple benefits, including positive changes in human well-being, poverty 
alleviation, and the restoration of terrestrial ecosystems and their services. 

Considering that each country that has hosted the G20 Presidency has 
championed a domestic and international legacy initiative during their G20 
Presidency, South Africa intends to contribute towards the Southern Africa Great 
Green Wall (GGW) Initiative, which was approved by the Southern African 
Development Community (SADC) with an agreed resource mobilisation roadmap 
that is currently under implementation. It is proposed that this is a potential G20 
Legacy Programme, in collaboration with the SADC Member States and supported 
by the African Development Bank, Global Mechanism of the United Nations 
Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD), the African Union, and the SADC 
Secretariat. Additionally, the Coordination Office of the G20 Global Land Initiative 
can support the programme's capacity-building efforts, enhancing skills and 
knowledge crucial for sustainable land restoration and management. 

Expected Outcomes: 

• Financial commitments from G20 countries mobilised to combat land 
degradation, desertification and drought. 

• Review of lessons learnt from large-scale restoration initiatives, including the 
Great Green Wall and the African Forest Landscape Restoration Initiative 
(AFR100), producing a compendium of case studies of restoration initiatives 
from G20 Members and relevant partners. 

• G20 countries support for investment plans through technical and financial 
assistance towards attaining LDN. 

• The capacity of government institutions, non-governmental organisations and 
civil society to support efforts and initiatives aimed at mitigating desertification, 
land degradation and drought is strengthened. 

• Funding mechanisms to support landowners, communities, and conservation 
entities to implement sustainable land use management have been 
established and are functioning. 

• To ensure that degraded ecosystems are restored while contributing to 
ecosystem services delivery, climate change adaptation, and mitigation. 

 

 
 




