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Green means go
A foreword from Nosipho Ngcaba, Director-General of the  
Department of Environmental Affairs

The period leading up to the 2010 FIFA World Cup™ was one characterised 
by mounting anticipation and enthusiastic preparations. As kick-off day drew 
closer the atmosphere on the streets of South African cities was increasingly 

electric – the excitement was palpable. Much of this excitement was due to the fact 
that the country had seen, from inception to completion, the infrastructural triumphs 
embodied by the various stadiums and upgrades around the Host Cities. Moreover, 
the steps taken to mitigate the environmental impact of these and other develop-
ments were an example of the respective municipalities’ commitment to the effective 
hosting of an environmentally responsible event. These steps were systematic, over-
arching, and conscientious. 

To ensure that comprehensive consideration was given to all elements affected 
as a result of development, Environmental Impact Assessments were conducted 
throughout. In addition, green audits were carried out on a number of select sta-
diums in order to make certain that green construction and design features were 
included. Many accommodation facilities undertook to refurbish their facilities by 
considering and/or implementing the use of both energy efficient and water efficient 
technologies. Roads were built and public transport infrastructure enhanced to en-
sure ease of travel and carbon emission reduction due to the smooth flow of traffic. 
This invariably will contribute to the quality of life of South Africans.

These are just a few of the countless initiatives that make up the country’s far-
reaching green tapestry. Beyond this, the human element was harnessed in the form 
of environmental messaging that enabled both visitors and the South African public 
to engage with, and understand the significance of, greening the 2010 FIFA World 
Cup™, while environmental volunteers were placed around the country to communi-
cate the need for sustainable environmental management.

This Legacy Report walks you through an overview of the efforts of the National 
Greening Programme including the initiatives by the Host Cities. These efforts com-
prised areas of focus within energy, carbon emissions, water, waste management, 
biodiversity, sustainable tourism, sustainable transport and communications and 
awareness in ensuring sustainable environmental management. Each chapter also 
focuses on the legacy for South Africa beyond the hosting of the 2010 FIFA World 
Cup™.

In recognising the work done, one also acknowledges the sleepless nights, long 
hours and tireless effort invested by the personnel in the three spheres of govern-
ment and by our partners. We secured several partnerships between governments of 
countries, international non-governmental organizations, the private sector in South 
Africa, sectors of government together with our parastatals, and – most importantly 
– the support we received from the South African public. Looking back, it is with 
great satisfaction that we applaud everyone involved in realising the achievement. 
This report is a celebration of these individuals and of the country.

In the pages to follow, the reader may well be surprised to learn just how exten-
sive and original the projects were. Furthermore, the information presented in the 
chapters will go a long way to building on the legacy created, and ensure sustained 
greening of similar events in the future. I am confident that anyone who reads this 
report will walk away informed, inspired and “Proudly South African”.

NOSIPHO NGCABA
DIRECTOR-GENERAL: ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS
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