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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Presentation will cover the process of taking all climate change information and translating it so that it can be used by decision-makers. 

This will be done through the case study of the Climate Risk and Vulnerability Handbook for southern Africa. 

My presentation will share some experiences of a communicating climate information to decision-makers across southern Africa




The Gap 

• Need to effectively communicate climate change 
information to end users to ensure climate resilient 
development 

• SADC Secretariat: 
– Improved planning under climate change 
– Access to climate change information in a format that is 

appropriate to their decision-making 

• ACC2013 Statement: 
– “Improved and more effective communication between climate 

science and policy” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Climate change information is difficult to communicate beyond the scientific community, due to its inherent uncertainty and complexity, yet at the same time end users need access to the information in a format that is appropriate to their decision-making context, in order to ensure climate resilient development

End users are rarely scientific experts, nor should they be, and the format in which climate information appears in peer-reviewed journals is typically impenetrable. 



Handbook 

“Equipping decision makers in southern Africa with up-to-date information, 
appropriate for country-level planning, on the impact and risk of climate 

change and variability”  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Handbook was used as the basis for training courses across the region.



In the context of managing 
uncertainty 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This publication was innovative in a number of respects:
Produced by multi-disciplinary team
Assisted by professional science communication 

CC Projection:
in the context of managing uncertainty (Crucial to understand when developing adaptation strategies)
together with an understanding of how social vulnerability and adaptive capacity affect how such changes translate into impacts
Develop a set of key working messages around climate change for the region




Impact 

• Helped support SADC level engagement: 
– SADC Climate Change Think Tank in early 2012 
– SADC Climate Change Science, Technology and Innovation 

(STI) Response Framework (drafted 2011; currently in 
finalization) 

• Information provided in training courses has begun to 
assist long-term planning in the region 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The information, made available through the handbook has begun to serve the increasing requests by stakeholders in southern Africa for information about climate change and its impacts on key sectors in the region. 

Training courses contributed to capacity building in countries which were in the process of developing their own national policies





Lessons Learnt 

• Effective response to climate change requires: 
– Reliable, understandable, and timely climate-related 

information tailored to user needs 
– Good information systems and services 

• Understanding that most decision makers will 
need to make choices in the context of other 
responsibilities, competing priorities, and resource 
constraints 

• Workshop fatigue in SADC 
• Substantial challenges to overcome in order to 

successfully engage stakeholders 

 
 



“How to” videos 
will be produced 
to guide readers 
through 
sections of 
interest 

2nd Edition (2015) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Greater range of projections, models and information made available through AR5 calls for continued interpretation of the information for decision-makers
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