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DAY 1 | MONDAY, 25 MARCH 2024  
Time I tem Speaker  

SESSION 1:  PLENARY 1 OFFICIAL OPENING  
FACILITATOR:  MS NOMFUNDO TSHABALALA,  DIRECTOR -GENERAL (DG)  –  DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY,  FISHERIES AND THE ENVIRONMENT 
(DFFE)  

08h00-09h00 Arr ivals  and registrat ions  Al l  

08h55-09h00 Singing of  the Nat ional  Anthem Al l  

09h00-09h10 Welcoming remarks  Ms Mbal i  Hlophe :  Gauteng Member of  Execut ive Counci l ,  Department 
Agr iculture and Rural  Development and the Environment  

09h10-09h 25 Keynote address  Minister  Barbara Creecy:  Department  Forestry ,  F isher ies ,  and the 
Environment  

09h25-09h30 Off ic ial  opening of the exhib it ion  Minister  Barbara Creecy:  Department  Forestry ,  F isher ies ,  and the 
Environment  

SESSION 2 PLENARY 2 –  B IODIVERSITY ECONOMY –  A CATALYST FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT  
FACILITATOR:  PROFESSOR NESAMVUNI –  SANBI  BOARD CHAIRPERSON  

09h30 –  10h30 Theme:  Advancing the b iodiversi ty economy 
as a contr ibutor  to  rural  economic 
development and l ivel ihoods.  
 
 

Minister  Thoko Did iza:   Department  of  Agr iculture,  Land Reform and Rural  
Development (DALRRD)  
Internat ional  Union for  Conservat ion of  Nature ( IUCN) :  Mr Vhal inavho 
Khavhagal i  
People and Parks:  Mr Japhta Raphadu 
MEC Rogers Monama, Limpopo Department  of  Economic Development ,  
Environment and Tourism (LEDET)  
Greater  Kruger Environmental  Protect ion Foundat ion (GKEPF) :  Ms Sharon 
Haussmann 
Tradit ional  Healers Organisat ion  –  THO Ms. Masechaba Sedibana  
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10h30-11h00 |  TEA BREAK 

SESSION 3 PLENARY 3–  FINANCING BIODIVERSITY TO CLOSE THE FINANCIAL GAP  
FACILITATOR:  MR SHONISANI MUNHZEDZI ,  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER (CEO)  –  SOUTH AFRICAN NATIONAL BIODIVERSITY INSITUTE (SANBI)  

11h00 –  12h00 

•  Natural  capital  accounts and how they can 
be accounted for  as part  of  the  
b iodiversi ty economy in  the Gross 
Domest ic  Product of  the country.  

•  Making nature count through natural  
capital  account ing  

•  Outl ines the value of  ecosystem services  
to  South Afr ica’s  economy.   

Stat ist ic ian General :  Mr Risenga Maluleke   
South Afr ican Nat ional  B iodiversi ty Inst i tute (SANBI) :  Dr  Theressa Frantz  
Afr ican Leadership Universi ty (ALU) :  Dr  Sue Snyman  
Minister  Senzo Mchunu: Department  of  Water  and Sanitat ion (DWS)  

12h00 –  13h00 Panel  d iscussion:   F inancial  support  to 
sustain  conservat ion and grow the 
Biodiversi ty Economy  

 

Sustainable Finance Coal i t ion :  Ms Candice Stevens  
 
United Nat ions Development Programme (UNDP) :  Mr Maxwel l  Gomera,  UNDP 
Resident  Representat ive  
Peace Parks Foundat ion :  Mr Col in  Porteous  
Custodians of  Professional  Hunt ing and Conservat ion South Afr ica (CPHC) :  
Ms Adri  K itshoff -Botha 
Conservat ion Strategy Fund:  Mr Mark Gerrard  
Nat ional  Empowerment Fund:  Mr Lebohang Phasha  
Congress of  Tradit ional  Leaders of  South Afr ica (CONTRALESA) :  Mr Zolani 
Mkiva  

13h00-14h00 |  LUNCH 
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SESSION 4 PLENARY 4 -  LEVERAGING BIODIVERSITY-BASED FEATURES TO SCALE INCLUSIVE ECOTOURISM INDUSTRY GROWTH IN SEASCAPES 
AND IN SUSTAINABLE CONSERVATION LAND -USE.  
FACILITATOR:  MR SIBUSISO BUKHOSINI  –  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER (CEO)  ISIMANGALISO WETLAND PARK  

14H00-16h00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What  is  required to  establ ish mega l iv ing 
conservat ion landscapes through 
voluntary involvement of  suitable state,  
pr ivate and Community areas?  
 

Minister  B lade Nz imande:  Department  of  Science,  Innovat ion and Higher 
Educat ion (DSI  and HE)  
Nature Speaks and Heals -  Gogo Nomsa Sibeko   
Endangered Wi ld l i fe Trust  (EWT)  –  Ms Yolan Fr iedman  
Wi ldTrust -  Dr  Jean Harr is  
Board Chair  iS imangal iso Wet land Park:  Inkosi Tembe  
World  Wi ld l i fe Fund -South Afr ica (WWF -SA) :  Dr  Morne du Plessis   
F ish South Afr ica :  Mr Loyiso Phantshwa 
Babanango Game Reserve :  Mr Er ic  Buthelezi   

16h00-16h20 |  TEA BREAK 

SESSION 4 PARALLEL SESSION –  RESTRICTED TO PROJECT OWNERS AND INVESTORS  
MAIN FACILITATOR:  MS HAPILOE SELLO,  CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER (CEO)  SOUTH AFRICAN NATIONAL PARKS (SANParks)  

14h00-16h00 Biodiversi ty Investment  Business -to- 
Business (B2B)  session:  
•  Investment  p i tches and b idding in  one 

room for  B iodiversi ty Sub -sectors  

• The faci l i tator  invi tes Investees to  meet  Investors in  4 separate rooms  
• Each investee has 3  minutes to  p i tch for  their  projects and investors wi l l  

respond to  the p itch.  
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PRESIDENTIAL SESSION -BIODIVERSITY ECONOMY & INVESTMENT INDABA  
 

DAY 2 | TUESDAY, 26 MARCH 2024 | FACILITATOR: MINISTER CREECY 
Time I tem Speaker/Faci l i tator   

10H00- 12H00 

10h10 –  10h15 Singing of the Nat ional  Anthem  Al l  

10h15 –  10h30 Welcome remarks  Gauteng Premier ,  Mr Panyaza Lesufi  

10h30–  11h00 President ial  address  His  Excel lency,  President  Cyr i l  Matamela Ramaphosa  

11h00 -  12h00 Exhib it ions walk -about 

LUNCH 12H00 -13H00 

 

SESSION 5:  BIODIVERSITY ECONOMY COMMISSIONS 14H00 -16H00  

Purpose:  The commissions wi l l  d iscuss how NBES imperat ives could be achieved with in the four  goals  of  the white paper relevant  to the 
wi ld l i fe ,  b ioprospect ing/biotrade,  ecotour ism,  forestry ,  marine and freshwater ,  and b iodiversi ty -based harvest ing and product ion  
Session faci l i tators :  head of departments (HODs)  and chief  execut ive off icers (CEOs)  

BREAKAWAY 1: Wildl ife  
Convenor:  Mr Khorommbi Mat ibe   
Supported by Ms Lact i t ia Tshitwamulomoni    

Object ives:   
To faci l i tate technical  d iscussions 
towards development of  an inclusive 
programme of act ion or  roadmap for 
the implementat ion of  Goal  2 :   

Faci l i tator :  Ms Mickey Mama,  Eastern Cape 
Head of Department  of  Economic 
Development ,  Environmental  Affai rs  and 
Tourism 
 

The session wi l l  have two sets of  panel  d iscussions.   
Ice-breaker  
Dr  Sue Snyman:  Afr ican  Leadership Universi ty  
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Consumptive use of  wi ld l i fe f rom 
extensive wi ld l i fe systems at  a scale 
that  dr ives t ransformat ion and 
expanded sustainable conservat ion 
land use 
 
Excepted Outcomes :  To d iscuss how 
to increase the Gross Domest ic  
Product (GDP)  of  consumptive use of  
game from extensive wi ld l i fe systems 
from R4.6 b i l l ion (2020)  to  R27.6 
b i l l ion by 2036.  

Supported by:  Dr  Sam Ferreira ,  SANParks and 
Dr Herbet  Ntul i ,  Univers i ty of  Pretor ia  
 
Scr ibers :  Ms Tseleng Mabunda,  Mr Mpho 
Tj iane,  Mr  Thomas Mbedzi  (DFFE) ,  Dr  Ernest  
Daemane (SANParks)  
 
Support ing departments:   
Department  of  Agr iculture,  Land Reform and  
Rural  Development (DALRRD) ;  Department  of  
Trade,  Industry and Compet i t ion (DTIC) ; 
Department  of  Smal l ,  Business Development 
(DSBD)   

Panel  1:  Chief  Livhuwani  Matsi la :  Board Member of  
SANParks.  

1.  Mr Pieter  Swart :  Chairperson of Sustainable 
Use Coal i t ion of  Southern Afr ica  

2.  Dr Francis  Vorhies -  Ste l lenbosch Universi ty  

3.  Dr Herbet  Ntul i -  Univers i ty of  Pretor ia  

4.  Mr Simon Mafela –  Tshivhula Game Reserve  

5.  Mr Cer in  Maduray –  World  Wi ld l i fe Fund -South 
Afr ica (WWF -SA)  

Panel  2:  

6.  Dr Wiseman Ndlovu -  Stel lenbosch Universi ty  

7.  Mr Mzwanele Memani  –  Department  of  Smal l ,  
Business Development (DSBD)   

8.  Mr Jonathan Denga –  North -West  Department  
of  Economic Development ,  Environment ,  
Conservat ion and Tourism (DEDECT)   

9.  Mr Ngcal i  Nomtshongwana –  South Afr ica 
Nat ional  Parks  

10.  Ms Nomathemba Langa –  Zdvedza Game Farm  

BREAKAWAY 2:  Bioprospecting/Biotrade  
Convenor:  Ms Skumsa Ntshanga  
Supported by Ms Nata l ie Feltman  

Object ives:   
To faci l i tate technical  d iscussions 
towards  development of  an inclusive 

Faci l i tator  1:  Mr Cyr i l  Lombard:  Deutsche 
Gesel lschaft  fur  Internat ionale 
Zusammenarbeit  (GIZ)  
 

The session wi l l  take the format of  a World Café 
where there wi l l  have f ive tables each focusing on 
chal lenges and opportunit ies faced by the Sector  in 
General  under the headings of the Cluster :   

1.  Innovat ion Cluster  
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programme of act ion or  roadmap for  the 
implementat ion of  Goal  4:   
A  wel l -structured ,  inc lusive,  integrated 
and formal ised b ioprospect ing ,  b iotrade,  
and b iodiversi ty -based harvest ing and 
product ion sector  that  benefic iates 
communit ies   
 
Excepted Outcomes:  To d iscuss how to 
increase the Gross Domest ic  Product 
(GDP)    contr ibut ion of  the 
b ioprospect ing/biotrade from R1,85 
b i l l ion (2020)  to  R11,6  b i l l ion by 2036 
through local benefic iat ion (f in ished 
products ,  e.g . ,  pharmaceut ical ,  
cosmetics and food supplemen ts) .  

Faci l i tator  2:  Dr .  Sechaba Bareetseng:  
Counci l  for  Scient i f ic  and Industr ial  
Research (CSIR)  
Faci l i tator  3:  Ms Sinah Mosehla:  
Department  of  Trade,  Industry and 
Compet i t ion (DTIC)  
Faci l i tator  4:  Ms Tembisa Jordaan :  
Ezemvelo KZN Wi ld l i fe  
Faci l i tator  5:  Ms Natal ie Feltman :  DFFE 
 
Scr iber :  Barney Kgope (DFFE)  Ntambu 
Nempfumembe,  Mukondi  Matshusa;  Katedi  
Mantsho;  Mukonazwothe Netshi luvhi ;  
Thembisi le Z imu;  Viwe Mqulo ;  Thatego 
Monareng  
 
Support ing departments :  Department  of  
Agr iculture,  Land Reform and Rural  
Development (DALRRD) ;  Department  of  
Trade,  Industry and Compet i t ion (DTIC) ;  
Department  of  Smal l ,  Business 
Development (DSBD) ;  Department  of  
Science,  Innovat ion and Higher Educat ion 
(DSI  and HE)  

2.  Sustainable Supply Cluster  
3.  Finance Cluster  
4.  Pol icy and Legis lat ion Cluster  and  
5.  Market  Access Cluster  

BREAKAWAY 3: Ecotourism  
Convenor:  Mr Sydney Nkosi   
Supported by:  Dr  Tshi fh iwa Ramatshimbi la  
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Object ives:  
To faci l i tate technical  d iscussions 
towards  development of  an inclusive 
programme of act ion or  roadmap for  the 
implementat ion of  Goal  1:  
Leveraging of b iodiversi ty -based 
features  to  scale  inc lusive ecotourism 
growth and sustainable conservat ion 
land use 
 
Excepted Outcomes:  To d iscuss how to 
leverage b iodiversi ty -based features to  
scale inc lusive ecotourism industry 
growth in  seascapes and in  sustainable 
conservat ion land -use.  
 

Faci l i tator :   Ms Hapi loe  Sel lo (CEO 
SANParks)   
Scr iber :  Amanda Dana-Mfik i l i  and Sibongi le 
Mampe and Fhatuwani  Nevondo (DFFE) ,  
Mpumalanga/   
Western Cape /  iS imangal iso Management 
Authori t ies  
 
Support ing departments :   
Department  of  Trade,  Industry and 
Compet i t ion (DTIC) ;  Department  of  Smal l ,  
Business Development (DSBD) ,  Department  
of  Tourism (DoT) ,  Department  of  
Agr iculture,  Land Reform and Rural  
Development (DALRRD)  

Inputs by:   
1.  Mr Mduduzi  Vi lakazi  (Chief  Execut ive Off icer  

Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks Agency (MTPA))   
2.  Ms. Masechaba Sedibana:   Tradit ional Health 

Pract i t ioner  Representat ive  
3.  Kgosigadi Kereeditse Li l l ian Gopane :  

Batshweneng Community Property Associat ion 
(CPA)  

4.  Ms Mat i lda Skosana:  DFFE-Branch Environmental  
Programme (EP)  

5.  Ms Kristal  Maze :  SANParks  
6.  Mr Kenny Hlela :  Department  of  Tourism  
7.  Makuleke Community Representat ive  
8.  Mr Vuyani  Dayimani  (Chief  Executive Off icer:  

Eastern Cape Parks and Tourism Agency 
(ECPTA)  

BREAKAWAY 4: Aquaculture and Fisher ies ( Inland and Marine)  
Convenor:  Dr  Charlene Da Si lva / Ms Lisa Mazaleni  
Supported by:  Mr Stanley  Tshitwamulomoni  

Object ives:   
To faci l i tate technical  d iscussions 
towards  development of  an inclusive 
programme of act ion or  roadmap for  the 
implementat ion of   
Goal  3 :  Consumptive use of  mar ine and 
f reshwater  resources that  dr ive 
inc lusive coastal  socio -economic 
development  

Faci l i tator :  Ms Khumo Morake -Makhalemele 
(DFFE)/ Mr Saasa Pheeha (DFFE)  
 
Scr iber :  Stanley Tshitwamulomoni/  Jacky 
Jay,  Mr  Sebake (DFFE) ,  L isa Mazaleni  
(DFFE)  
 
Support ing departments:   

Inputs by:   
1.  Mr Lance Quid ing Integrated Aquaculture,  

Aquaponics Farmer  
2.  Mr Luvo Gugwana Green -Arch Innovat ion ,  T i lapia 

Farmer  
3.  DFFE:  Dr  Charlene da Si lva/  Dr  Sven Kerwath  
4.  DFFE:  Ms Bernacia Mul lens  
5.  DFFE:   Mr Saasa Pheeha  
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Excepted Outcomes:  To d iscuss how to 
grow sustainable consumptive use of  
marine,  coastal ,  estuar ine and 
freshwater  resources,  inc luding through 
aquaculture,  by 10% per annum by 2036.  
 

Department  of  Water  and Sanitat ion (DWS) ,  
Department  of  Trade,  Industry and 
Compet i t ion (DTIC) ;  Department  of  Smal l ,  
Business Development (DSBD) ,  Department  
of  Tourism (DoT) ,  Department  of  
Agr iculture,  Land Reform and Rural  
Development (DALRRD)  

6.  DFFE:  Dr  Archiebold Hlungwani   
7.  Water Research Commission (WRC) :  Dr Roderic 

Juba  

 

DAY 3 |WEDNESDAY, 27 MARCH 2024 
Time I tem Speaker  

SESSION 6 PLENARY 6  -  CLOSING SESSION 
FACILITATOR:   MS NOMFUNDO TSHABALALA:  DIRECTOR GENERAL,  DFFE  

09h00-09h30 Recap from day 1 and 2    Ms Flora Mokgohloa,  Deputy Director  General :  B iodiversi ty and 
Conservat ion  

09h30-10h45 Report  back from each commission and 
d iscussion  

Commissions rapporteurs  

10H45-11H00 |  TEA BREAK 

11h00-12h00 Programme of act ion  Mr K Mat ibe,  Chief  Di rector :  B iodiversi ty Economy and Sustainable Use,  
DFFE 

12h00-12h10 Closing remarks  Ms Nomfundo Tshabalala Director  General   

12H10 |  LUNCH AND DEPARTURE  
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The  ma in objec t ive s  of  t he  eve nt  a re  t o : -  
 

1 .  Enha nce  the  c onversa t i on on  t he  N at ional  B i odive rs i ty  Ec onomy  St ra t egy  a nd  i t s  
cont r i but i on t o  addres s i ng pove r ty ,  une mpl oy ment  and i ne qual i ty ;   

2 .  Mobi l i se  i nve st me nt  f o r  t he  b i od ive rs i ty  se ct or  a nd  as soc ia ted va l ue -c hai ns ;   
3 .  Prof i le  Sout h Af r ica ’ s  c ompet i t ive nes s ,  suc ces s  and oppor tun i t ie s  fo r  sust a i na ble  

deve l opment  i n  t he  B iodi v ers i ty  sect or ;   
4 .  Promote  mult i - s t ake hol de r  c ommit me nt  t o  s t re ngt hen t he  b i od ive rs i ty  ec onomy sect or   
5 .  Promote  c o - ope ra t ive  gov erna nce  f o r  e f fect ive  po l i cy  i mp le menta t i on ;  a nd  
6 .  Showca se  market  re ady  b iodive rs i ty  p roduct s  a nd serv ices  f rom ac ros s  t he  b i odive rs i ty  

economy v a l ue  c hai ns  t h rough  exh ib i t ions  f o r  bus i nes s - t o- bus i ne ss  t ra d ing ,  ne tw ork i ng 
and sust a i na ble  par t ners h ips .  

EVENT OBJECTIVES 

         

  
 

 

Find us: 
Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the 
Environment  

Follow us: 
EnvironmentZA 

 

Watch us: 
EnvironmentZA 

 
 
 
 

 
 

To learn more about biodiversity and conservation,  
visit: www.dffe.gov.za 

 

 


